
Journey to the Center of the Earth

Key Words for Review

The teacher may wish to review the following vocabulary words for meaning  
and pronunciation.

Column 1 lists the words.

Column 2 divides the word into syllables.  The accented syllable is shown in bold text.   
When a syllable ends in an open vowel (as in fa/mous, po/ny, ba/con), the student must  
know to give the vowel a “long” sound.  Sometimes syllable division here does not follow  
dictionary standards.  This is done to simplify pronunciation.

Column 3 gives each word in a sentence or short paragraph using it in context.



Journey to the Center of the Earth

Key Words for Review

adventure 
 

amazement 

ancient

century

crater 
 

dread

excitement 

famous 

figure 

geology 
 

goddaughter

Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message
ad/ven/ture 
 

a/maze/ment 
amaze + ment

an/cient

cen/tur/y

cra/ter 
 

dread

ex/cite/ment 
excite + ment

fame + ous 

fig/ure 

ge/ol/o/gy 
 

god/daugh/ter 
god + daughter

If you go on a trip and amazing things 
happen to you, we say that you are having 
an adventure.

the feeling of being amazed  
about something

very old

100 years

a hole in the earth that looks  
like the inside of a bowl 
Some volcanoes have craters at the top.

fear

a feeling of being very excited 

If a lot of people know about someone,  
we say that the person is famous.

If you don’t understand something  
right away, you can try to figure it out.

If you study land and rocks  
and to find out what they are  
made of, you are studying geology.

When people have a baby, they sometimes 
ask a friend of theirs to help the baby  
as it grows up.  That person is a godparent.  
If the baby is a girl, we say that she  
is a goddaughter.
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journey

language 

mad

managed 

mountain

nephew 

recognize 
 

symbols 
 

translate 
 
 
 
 

volcano

Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message
jour/ney

lang/uage 

mad

man/age + ed 

moun/tain

neph/ew 

rec/og/nize 
 

sym/bol + s 
 

trans/late 
 
 
 
 

vol/ca/no

a long trip

English is a language.   
Spanish is a language.

crazy

If you did something that was hard  
to do, we say that you managed to do it.

a very big hill

Your nephew is the son of your sister  
or your brother.

If you see something that you know  
or have seen before, we say that you  
recognize it.

When we write words, we are using  
symbols.  Sometimes we don’t understand 
the symbols that other people use.

to change something from one language 
into another language 
If someone has written something  
in Spanish and you change the words  
into English, you translate the Spanish 
into English.

a mountain that sometimes spits smoke 
and hot melted rock into the air
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carriage

cast

compass 

convince 

erupts 
 

guide 

invention 
 

lanterns

lava

measure 

sea level

Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels
car/riage

cast

com/pass 

con/vince 

e/rupt + s 
 

guide 

in/ven/tion 
invent + tion 

lan/tern + s

la/va

mea/sure 

sea lev/el

a fancy cart that is pulled by a horse

to send

a tool that tells you which way  
to go so that you won’t get lost

to get someone to think the same  
way that you think 

If smoke and hot melted rock spills  
out of a volcano, we say that the  
volcano is erupting.

someone who shows you the right  
way to go

When you make something  
that nobody has ever made before,  
it’s called an invention.

lights that you can carry

hot melted rock

He wants to know how big the room  
is so he is going to measure it.

how high the sea is 
If you are standing on a hill looking  
down at the sea, you are above the level  
of the sea.  You are above sea level.   
Even if you are far away from the sea,  
you can still use sea level to talk about 
how high or low you are.
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view

balance 

crystals

diamonds 
 

distance 
 

eruption 
 

island 

lengths

magnificent

Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Chapter 3: Into the Earth

view

bal/ance 

crys/tal + s

di/a/mond + s 
 

dis/tance 
 

e/rup/tion 
 

is/land 

length + s

mag/nif/i/cent

all the things that you can see from  
one place 
The view from the top of the hill  
was pretty.

If you lose your balance, you may fall 
down.

small rocks that shine

bright stones that cost a lot of money 
It costs a lot of money to buy a ring  
that has a diamond in it.  

how far away something is 
There was a distance of one mile  
between his house and my house.

If a volcano spits out smoke or hot melted 
rock, we say that the volcano has erupted. 
There has been an eruption.

a small piece of land that has water  
all around it

pieces of something that are long and thin

amazing
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mineral 

possible 

quartz

water supply

Chapter 3: Into the Earth
min/er/al 

pos/si/ble 

quartz

wa/ter sup/ply

Salt is a mineral.  Coal is a mineral.  
Minerals are found in rocks and in  
the earth.  

If something could be true, 
we say that it is possible.

a kind of rock that looks like glass

how much water you have 
If you don’t have much water left,  
we say that your water supply is low.




