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Ancient Earth
Anchored by Journey to the Center of the Earth
If all of your students are Emergent Level learners, Readtopia – AE (All Emergent) is the choice for your  
classroom.  This All Emergent unit provides the resources you need to support emergent comprehensive 
literacy and math instruction for middle and high school students with complex learning needs.   
Multi-leveled student materials and lessons structured to provide both whole and small group instruction 
allow students to learn at their optimal instructional levels.  The All Emergent Teacher Guide provides  
everything you need to build your instructional skills while implementing the most effective instructional  
strategies for your Emergent and Early Transitional Level students. 

Videos quickly engage students and provide an opportunity to introduce vocabulary, build background 
knowledge, and mental models to support learning.  The teacher notes use the Anchor, Watch,  
and Respond lesson framework to help students comprehend and make personal connections to video 
content.  Hint: View videos several times for multiple purposes to expand and reinforce learning.

Graphic Novels—offering four levels of accessible text—anchor reading comprehension  
as you introduce, model, and practice literacy and communication skills through Interactive Read Aloud 
and Shared Reading lessons.  You will guide and provide instruction for your students as they  
read / listen to each chapter three times for multiple purposes:

• FIRST students listen to the Transitional Level 4 text during whole group  
Interactive Read Aloud lessons.

• NEXT you and your students read together the Emergent Level 1 text  
during whole group Shared Reading lessons.

• FINALLY, encourage students to re-read/look at graphic novels at their personal reading  
levels.  Provide opportunities for students to read independently and/or in small groups  
and with family members.

• Daily reading during bell times or times you specifically set for independent reading

• Send individually-leveled graphic novel home with students to read with family  
over the weekend

Resources & Instructional Components
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Print the Teacher Guide for quick and easy access
throughout the unit. This guide provides a complete lesson

sequence table, notes that walk through every lesson
and valuable Tips. It’s a great place to jot down notes,

capture student successes, or questions to bring
to fellow teachers or colleagues.
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Informational Text—provided at two levels—includes social studies and science topics related  
to the anchor literature.  Through the implementation of the Anchor, Read, Apply lesson framework,  
you introduce, model, and practice effective Close Reading strategies for students.  Students receive 
guidance and instruction as they listen to each article read and respond to the On-the-Back Activity.

Predictable Chart Writing offers students an opportunity to participate in structured  
and systematic shared writing activities.  Explicit, step-by-step teacher notes guide you through  
this interactive research-based, five-step instructional process through which students begin to:

• Develop concepts about print

• Learn letter names and print jargon

• Develop a base of high-frequency words that they can use to read, write,  
and communicate more easily

• Understand writing as a way to represent personal interests and ideas

Phonics Instruction—offered at two instructional levels.  Lessons follow a specific order  
and explicit instructional format, providing lesson scripts that can be effectively delivered  
by paraprofessionals or teaching assistants, with minimal guidance.

• Learning Letters lessons help build alphabetic awareness using an adapted  
Enhanced Alphabet Knowledge routine

• Making Words lessons helps students learn to spell and decode single syllable words

Integrated Math—provided at three levels—connect basic mathematical concepts with thematic unit 
content using Video / Vocabulary lessons, Hands-On Application lessons, and Independent Practice.

• Video / Vocabulary Lessons are designed to introduce math concepts, symbols,  
and vocabulary in an engaging way.  The concepts, symbols, and vocabulary introduced  
during Video / Vocabulary lessons are used throughout the domain, as well as future units.   
Hint: View videos several times for multiple purposes to expand and reinforce learning.

• Hands-On Application Lessons include the Anchor, Read, Apply framework.   
Hands-On Application lessons give students the opportunity to work with manipulatives,  
diagrams, cooking supplies, etc., making abstract ideas concrete.

• FIRST students participate in a whole group activity designed to build background knowledge.

• NEXT students are broken into small groups where they focus on targeted skills.

• FINALLY students conclude the lesson by sharing their findings as a whole group.

• Independent Practice—offered at three instructional levels—gives students the opportunity  
to practice the skills learned during the Video / Vocabulary Lesson and the Hands-On Application  
Lesson.  These lessons are an informal way of assessing the students’ knowledge and gives 
teachers the opportunity to provide feedback.
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Anchor, Read, Apply 
is the framework used to deliver 
comprehension instruction.

• Anchor is used to access  
background knowledge  
and set a purpose for reading

• Read takes the most amount  
of time and focuses on text  
that students can read / listen 
to as presented within a variety  
of literature and informational  
text types (e.g. article w/ 
sidebar, timeline, map, charts, 
biography, directions,  
and facts.)

• Apply provides students  
with the opportunity to 
demonstrate whether they 
were successful with the  
purpose and teaches them  
to go back to the text to  
confirm their answer

Interactive Read Aloud 
is used to help students learn 
and practice strategies for  
comprehending more complex 
text.  Using the Transitional 4 
Graphic Novel text, five read 
aloud approaches are outlined 
and supported.

They include: 

  1.  Picture Walk
 2.  Print Referencing
 3.  Vocabulary
 4.  Key Ideas and Details
 5.  Integrating Knowledge  

     and Ideas

Shared Reading 
lessons are designed to engage 
readers in interactions while 
reading together with an adult.  
The focus is on reading with 
students—not to them.  Students 
are guided to lead the interactions  
and make meaning as they read 
together with a knowledgeable 
adult.  Scripted interactions  
for each page of the Emergent 1 
Graphic Novel helps you model 
appropriate and effective  
communication with students.

These interactions are designed  
to build: 

• Emergent literacy  
understandings

• Expressive and receptive  
communication skills

• Understanding  
and concepts of print

Overview of Instructional Strategies

Video Lessons
• Identify details and engage in collaborative discussion related to the main idea  

of a video presentation.

Interactive Read Aloud

• All Lesson Types
• Engage in collaborative interactions about text.
• Identify details in a text that is read aloud.

• Picture Walk
• Identify parts of illustrations that depict a particular setting, or event.
• Build understanding and make connections by describing and talking about illustrations.
• Demonstrate understanding while actively engaged in shared reading of stories.

English Language Arts Objectives
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• Vocabulary
• Determine the meaning of words in a text.

• Literal meaning of words and phrases in context
• Real-life connections between words and their use
• Words that describe personal emotions

• Print Referencing
• Build understanding of concepts about print including concept of letter names / sounds,  

words, capitalization, punctuation, and directionality.

• Key Ideas and Details
• Identify words in a text to answer a question about explicit information
• Describe and discuss information about the characters, setting, and / or facts  

that are in the text. 

• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
• Integrate knowledge, skills, and experiences with the information provided in the text.

Shared Reading

• Engage in collaborative interactions about text.
• Identify details in a text that is read aloud.
• Build reading / listening comprehension skills including:

• Important background knowledge
• Emergent literacy understandings
• Expressive and receptive communication skills
• Understanding and concepts of print.

Predictable Chart Writing

• With guidance and support, participate in shared writing
• Offer / choose word(s) to complete a simple sentence frame
• Recognize that sentences begin with a capital letter and end with a period
• Recognize that a sentence is written and read from left to right
• Read text comprised of familiar words with accuracy and understanding.   

(Each lesson has additional objectives included.)

4
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Informational Text Lessons

• Answer who and what questions to identify details in text.
• Identify an explicit detail that is related to an event or idea in a scientific / geographic text.
• Identify details in informational text and graphics.
• Identify evidence within the text to support a claim made by the author.
• Identify individuals, events, or details in an informational text.

• Identify two related points in an informational text.
• Identify words and pictures in a text to answer a question about explicit information.
• Identify words in the text to answer a question about explicit information.

• Order three or more events from a text as “first,” “next,” and “last.”
• Read or listen to a text for a purpose: follow directions and interact with others about a text.
• Use information from visual elements and words in a text to answer explicit questions.

• Money
• Use the dollar-up method to pay for an item; 

Use the dollar-up method to determine the cost of an item;  
Work independently to complete a money activity.

• Expressions and Equations
• Identify the parts of an equation; Solve different equations with the same solution;  

Work independently to complete an expressions and equations activity.

• Time
• Use a clock to tell time; Use the time vocabulary—before, during, and after;  

Work independently to complete a time activity.

• Geometry
• Identify the perimeter of rectangle; Measure sides and perimeter of a rectangle;  

Work independently to complete a geometry activity.

• Number Sense
• Identify a variety of fractions; Use manipulatives to identify fractions;  

Work independently to complete a number sense activity.

• Statistics and Probability
• Identify components of a bar graph; Complete a bar graph and interpret data;  

Work independently to complete a statistics and probability activity.

Math Lesson Objectives
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Prepare unit materials in advance to ensure a smooth, easy implementation  
of daily differentiated lessons and documentation of student progress.

• Use the Print Center to print the Unit Resources you will need for each student.   
A link to the Print Center is provided at the top of each Unit Resources webpage.

• Place the Graphic Novel, student lesson materials, and supports in a 3-ring binder  
or a folder for each student or store in a file box.  Hint: Print two extra copies  
of each Graphic Novel—one for yourself and an extra set to have handy if a student  
might benefit from a higher or lower level during the course of the unit.

• Prepare a folder for each student to collect observations, comments, and unit assessments*.

• Fill out the Emergent Literacy Measures for each of your emergent students.

• Print and send the Letter to Parents and the Instructional Elements that describes the unit.

• Provide books, magazines, and the Graphic Novels for Independent Reading.   
Plan to allow time within your day for students to engage in independent reading.   
During independent reading, students can apply what they are learning by browsing  
through books, turning pages, and practice following the text from left to right.

First Things First!

6

For the Emergent Literacy Measure, Letter to Parents,  
and more assessment tools go to the Resources tab at the top  

of every Readtopia webpage and look under Teacher Tools.  
(The Instructional Elements for each unit is also under this Resources tab.)

*Readtopia Unit Assessments
Emergent level students complete a vocabulary quiz to track comprehension  
as well as cumulative reading assessments for the anchor literature and close reading 
informational texts at the end of each unit.
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Journey to the Center of the Earth serves as the starting point for an integrated thematic unit  
focusing on the adventurous trip of a young man and his uncle to Iceland.

Website—myreadtopia.com 
       Videos, audio presentations, student lessons, word study lessons, teacher tools,  
       and so much more!

This thematic unit has 134 lessons.

The 20-30 minute lessons allow for  
flexible instruction throughout your day.

Teach three ELA lessons  
and one math lesson each day.

Thematic Unit: Marine Life

Anchored by Journey to the Center of the Earth

Content Area Topics for Ancient Earth
Social Studies

World History—Ancient City of Pompeii, Vikings, Iceland
Science

Life Science—Dinosaurs, Paleontology
Physical Science—Speed of Light, Change of Matter
Earth Science—Lightning and Thunder, Volcanoes and Lava, Earth’s Core
Technology—Drones

Informational Text Types for Ancient Earth

Math Domains for Ancient Earth
• Expressions and Equations
• Geometry
• Money

• Number Sense
• Statistics and Probability
• Time

• Article with a Sidebar
• Biography
• Claims and Evidence
• Compare and Contrast
• Directions

• Fantastic Facts
• Map
• Timeline
• Two Text Types

7
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Locate and print the Character and Math Vocabulary Cards  
located on the Ancient Earth AE Unit Resources webpage.  
These will help your students make connections  
with the characters and support your lessons as they become 
familiar with math vocabulary.  NOTE: There is no need  
to do this if you are printing from the Print Center— 
these cards are already included in the leveled materials.

Characters
Henry Uncle Hardwigg

Hans

Math Vocabulary
after bar graph before coins

data different dollar during

equal fraction half perimeter

side whole

Character Vocabulary Cards
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

1 Video Lesson: Journey to the Center of the Earth Pgs. 19-20

2 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson Pg. 21

Interactive Read Aloud Explanation 
Focus  |  Vocabulary Pgs. 22-23

3 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Vocabulary Pgs. 24-26

4 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

5 Math Video Lesson: Money Pgs. 27-28

6 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

Predictable Chart Writing Explanation Pgs. 29-30

7 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #1  |  Write the Chart Pgs. 31-34

8 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

9 Close Reading Lesson 
Map Activity  |  Iceland Pgs. 35-36

10 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

11 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Division Pgs. 37-38

12 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

Shared Reading Explanation Pgs. 39-42

13 Shared Reading Pgs. 43-45

14 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Important Information

Important Information
Use the T-4 Graphic Novel

Important Information
Use the E-1 Graphic Novel
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Interactive Read Aloud Explanation 
Focus  |  Picture Walk Pgs. 46-47

15 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Picture Walk Pgs. 48-52

16 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

17 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Money Pg. 53

18 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

19 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #2  |  Re-read the Chart Pgs. 54-56

20 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

21 Close Reading Lesson 
Fantastic Facts  |  Spinosaurus Pgs. 57-58

22 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

23 Shared Reading Pgs. 59-63

24 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

25 Math Video Lesson: Expressions and Equations Pgs. 64-65

26 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Interactive Read Aloud Explanation 
Focus  |  Key Ideas and Details Pgs. 66-67

27 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Key Ideas and Details Pgs. 68-69

28 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Important Information
Use the T-4 Graphic Novel

Important Information
Use the T-4 Graphic Novel
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 3: Into the Earth

29 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #3  |  Work with Sentence Strips Pgs. 70-74

30 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

31 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Expressions and Equations Pgs. 75-77

32 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

33 Video Lesson: Mid-Atlantic Ridge Pgs. 78-79

34 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

35
Shared Reading Pgs. 80-83

Modified Cloze Maze / Vocabulary Assessment Pg. 84

36 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

37 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Expressions and Equations Pg. 85

38 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

Chapter 4: Thirst!

Interactive Read Aloud Explanation 
Focus  |  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Pgs. 86-87

39 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Pgs. 88-89

40 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

41 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #4  |  Be the Sentence Pgs. 90-93

42 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Important Information
Use the T-4 Graphic Novel
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 4: Thirst!

43 Close Reading Lesson 
Timeline  |  Yellowstone Long Ago Pgs. 94-95

44 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

45 Math Video Lesson: Time Pgs. 96-97

46 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

47 Shared Reading Pgs. 98-101

48 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

Chapter 5: Alone!

Interactive Read Aloud Explanation 
Focus  |  Print Referencing Pgs. 102-103

49 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Print Referencing Pgs. 104-106

50 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

51 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Time Pgs. 107-108

52 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

53 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #5  |  Make and Publish a Book Pgs. 109-112

54 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

55 Video Lesson: Volcanoes and Igneous Rocks Pgs. 113-114

56 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

57 Close Reading Lesson 
Directions  |  Make a Volcano Pgs. 115-116

58 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 5: Alone!

59 Shared Reading Pgs. 117-120

60 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

61 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Time Pg. 121

62 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

Chapter 6: The Central Sea

63 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Picture Walk Pgs. 122-124

64 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

65 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #1  |  Write the Chart Pgs. 125-127

66 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

67 Math Video Lesson: Geometry Pgs. 128-129

68 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

69 Close Reading Lesson 
Biography  |  Jack Horner: Dinosaur Expert Pgs. 130-131

70 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

71 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Geometry Pgs. 132-133

72 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

73
Shared Reading Pgs. 134-136

Modified Cloze Maze / Vocabulary Assessment Pg. 137
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 6: The Central Sea

74 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

75 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Geometry Pg. 138

76 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

Chapter 7: The Storm

77 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Vocabulary Pgs. 139-143

78 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

79 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #2  |  Re-read the Chart Pgs. 144-145

80 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

81
Close Reading Lesson 
Compare and Contrast  |  What Life Was Like Years Ago  
                                            vs Today

Pgs. 146-147

82 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

83 Math Video Lesson: Number Sense Pgs. 148-149

84 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

85 Shared Reading Pgs. 150-152

86 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

87 Close Reading Lesson 
Fantastic Facts  |  Lightning Pgs. 153-154

88 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

89 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Number Sense Pgs. 155-156

90 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 8: The Human

91 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Key Ideas and Details Pgs. 157-159

92 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

93 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #3  |  Work with Sentence Strips Pgs. 160-163

94 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

95 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Number Sense Pg. 164

96 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

97 Close Reading Lesson 
Two Text Types  |  Pompeii Pgs. 165-166

98 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

99 Shared Reading Pgs. 167-170

100 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

101 Math Video Lesson: Statistics and Probability Pgs. 171-172

102 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 9: The Way into the Earth

103 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Print Referencing Pgs. 173-174

104 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

105 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #4  |  Be the Sentence Pgs. 175-176

106 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

107 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Statistics and Probability Pgs. 177-179

108 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

109 Close Reading Lesson 
Biography  |  Jack Horner: Learning Problems Pgs. 180-181

110 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

111 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Statistics and Probability Pg. 182

112 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

113
Shared Reading Pgs. 183-185

Modified Cloze Maze / Vocabulary Assessment Pg. 186

114 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

Chapter 10: The Way Out

115 Interactive Read Aloud 
Focus  |  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas Pgs. 187-190

116 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

117 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Teacher’s Choice Pg. 191

118 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

119 Predictable Chart Writing 
Activity #5  |  Make and Publish a Book Pgs. 192-194

120 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

121 Video Lesson: Drones Pgs. 195-196

122 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

123 Close Reading Lesson 
Article with a Sidebar  |  Volcano at Yellowstone Pgs. 197-198

124 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

125 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Teacher’s Choice

See Lesson 117 
(Pg. 191)

126 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

127 Shared Reading Pgs. 199-202

128 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

129 Close Reading Lesson 
Claims and Evidence  |  Viking Life Pgs. 203-204

130 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]

131 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Teacher’s Choice

See Lesson 117 
(Pg. 191)

132 Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lesson [See Lesson 2]
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Lesson Lesson Title Located Completed

End-of-Unit Activities

133
End-of-Book Cumulative Assessment Pg. 205

Cumulative Close Reading Assessment Pg. 206

134 Math Unit Assessment Pg. 207
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Activate Background Knowledge

Print out several pictures of different places on earth,  
including the mountains, a beach, an amusement park  
and other exciting destination(s).

There are many places on earth that I would like to visit.

Show and describe the pictures.

Which of these places would you like to visit?   
What are a few other places you would like to see?

Encourage students to share the interesting places they  
have already seen, as well as those they would like to visit.

Purpose Statement

In this video, we will learn what it is like to go to a place you may have never even dreamed  
of visiting: down into a volcano!  As you watch the video, ask yourself, “What important things  
did I learn that I want to remember to tell my friends about?”

After Watching the Video

If you were going to tell your friend about some important things that you learned  
from the video, what would you tell him or her?

ANCHOR

Watch

Pass Out Journey to the Center of the Earth Video Sheets

Video Lesson: Journey to the Center of the Earth

19

Keyword Glossary

lava

red, hot liquid rock coming  
out of a volcano

magma

hot liquid rock that is below  
the surface of the earth

magma chamber

an opening below the earth’s 
crust that is filled with magma

volcano

a mountain from which lava,  
gas, and ash come
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We watched a video about what it was like to go down into a volcano.   
Let’s read and think about what we learned.  Look for details in the pictures  
to help you remember and tell your partner what you learned.

Apply

Included are five screen shots  
from the video to help with  
your classroom discussion.

Larger versions for students  
are available at myreadtopia.com.

20

https://myreadtopia.com
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Making Words lessons address the needs of your Transitional level  
students.  These lessons are based on the work of Dr. Patricia Cunningham  
and have been modified to address the needs of students with significant 
disabilities.  They focus on decoding single-syllable words.  The intent  
is for students to read and spell single syllable words.

Learning Letters offer teachers an explicit approach to alphabet instruction  
for Emergent level students.  These lessons use an adapted Enhanced 
Alphabetic Knowledge routine developed by Jones and colleagues 
(2013), which include strategies by Erickson and Koppenhaver (2019).  
These explicit and effective instruction lessons of letter names, shapes, 
and sounds also focus on the application and use of alphabetic knowledge.

Designed to be taught daily, Learning Letters lessons present a new letter  
each day.  A consistent 4-step instructional routine is repeated over the 
course of five instructional cycles.  Each cycle varies the order of letter  
instruction based on features that make letters easier—or harder— 
to learn.  Unique practice activities included in each of the five cycles 
engage students in the application and use of alphabet knowledge,  
and provide variety within the context of a consistent instructional routine. 

The Learning Letters approach to teaching alphabetic knowledge provides repetition and practice  
that is distributed over time to support deeper learning, application and use (Jones & Reutzel, 2012).

Alphabet / Phonics Instruction

Emergent Learners  |  Learning Letters Alphabet Instruction

Transitional Learners  |  Making Words Phonics Instruction

21

Important!
Phonics Instruction activities are recommended for students  
reading at individualized reading levels.  These levels often 
overlap, requiring that a student be moved to a more or less 
difficult phonics activity level to ensure growth and success.  

Use your knowledge and observation of your students  
to identify when such a shift will benefit them.

Materials for the Alphabet / Phonics Instruction lessons can be found on the Unit Resources 
webpage > Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Lessons OR on the webpage for these lessons.

Where to Find Your Alphabet / Phonics Instruction Materials
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Vocabulary Interactive Read Aloud lessons are focused on vocabulary target words that  
are central to the unit but have utility across units in Readtopia. Most words featured in these  
lessons are multi-meaning words that appear among the most common 2,500 words in spoken  
English. These lessons will help students make progress on the Language Comprehension  
and Communication scale on the Emergent Literacy Measure in Readtopia.

In short, during the Vocabulary Interactive Read Aloud lesson, the teacher will:

SET A PURPOSE FOR LISTENING to a portion of the text by directing students  
to listen for a specific word. Then, as in all shared and interactive reading lessons:

Wait 5 or more seconds to give the students a chance to make a comment.   
Watch and Listen to students carefully.

Repeat or attribute meaning to any communication act.   
Respond by adding a little more.

Next, teachers READ ALOUD the text that is related to the picture.  Then:

Wait 5 or more seconds to give the students a chance to make a comment.   
Watch and Listen to students carefully.

Repeat or attribute meaning to any communication act.   
Respond by adding a little more.

THINK ALOUD to identify the meaning of the target word.   
EXPAND on the meaning of the word as it is used in the story text.

Wait 5 or more seconds to give the students a chance to make a comment.   
Watch and Listen to students carefully.

Repeat or attribute meaning to any communication act.   
Respond by adding a little more.

After this interactive instructional cycle, whether or not the students interact,  
go on to the next text box or page and repeat the process.

The next section provides more detail in the context of an actual Interactive Read Aloud lesson.

Interactive Read Aloud
Focus  |  Vocabulary

22

Bring the story to life using:
•  Gestures  •  Facial Expressions
•  Intonation  •  Body Language

Explanation
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SET a PURPOSE for LISTENING

Listen for the word “scientist.”

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

THINK ALOUD to identify the meaning of the  
target word and EXPAND on the meaning  
of the word as it is used in the story text.

Uncle Hardwigg is a scientist.  
A scientist tries to understand 
how different things work. 

Point to Uncle Hardwigg.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Example

Student: (Points at picture of Uncle Hardwigg.)
Adult: Uncle Hardwigg.   

(Point at picture.)   
Yes.  Uncle Hardwigg is a scientist.

Some scientists try to understand  
how our bodies work.  Other 
scientists try to understand  
what dinosaurs were like  
or what our Earth is made of.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Example

Student: Dinosaurs!
Adult: Dinosaurs.  Some scientists study dinosaur bones.   

They try to learn what dinosaurs were like.

5

23

Accept, model,  
encourage,  
and repeat all forms  
of communication.
•  Verbal / Vocalization
•  Facial Features
•  AAC
•  Body Language
•  Sign Language
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Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

Focus  |  Vocabulary

Listen for the word “scientist.”

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Uncle Hardwigg is a scientist.   
A scientist tries to understand 
how different things work.

Point to Uncle Hardwigg.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Some scientists try to understand 
how our bodies work.  Other 
scientists try to understand  
what dinosaurs were like  
or what our Earth is made of.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

5

24
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Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

Focus  |  Vocabulary

Listen for the word “secret.”

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the top text box.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

That’s interesting!  A secret was 
written on this paper.  The secret  
is about a special volcano.

Point to the picture  
of the paper.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

If something is a secret,  
only a few people know about 
it.  Do you know any secrets?

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Listen for the word “tunnel.”

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the bottom text box.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

The special volcano has a tunnel!   
A tunnel is a long hole under  
the ground.  Look at this tunnel.  
Look at the rocks.  The colors  
are beautiful!  What colors do 
you see?

Point to the picture  
of the paper.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

6

25
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Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

Focus  |  Vocabulary

Listen for the word “journey.”

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

A tunnel will take Uncle Hardwigg  
on a journey.  When you go  
on a journey, you travel from 
one place to another.  Henry 
and Uncle Hardwigg want  
to travel through the tunnel. 

Point to the tunnel openings  
in the picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

7

26
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Purpose Statement

In this video, we will learn about a way to pay for things called the dollar up method.   
The dollar up method helps us figure out how much money we need to pay for an item.   
Watch the video to see how much the supplies cost.

Discussion Questions

Let’s talk about the video.

1. What was the video about?

2. What was your favorite part?

3. What method did Uncle Hardwigg use to pay for things?

Anchor

Watch

Math Video Lesson: Money
Domain  |  Money

Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

27

Important!
If you have students who cannot identify money,  
show the Identifying Money supplemental video  

prior to the start of this lesson.
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We have two new vocabulary words to learn today.  
The first word is dollar.

Hold up the picture of the dollar.

A dollar is money that is made out of paper. A dollar is the same as 
100 pennies. We say that a dollar is worth 100 pennies.

Hold up the picture of the coins.

A coin is also money. A coin is money that is made out metal.  
Coins are flat, round and they have two sides. Coins can be pennies, 
nickels, dimes, and quarters.

Now, we are going to play a vocabulary game. Our vocabulary game includes our new  
math words. It also includes some words from our story. First, I will give you some pictures.  
Then I will say a word. I want you to find the right picture for each word. Ready?

Hold up the word Henry. 

The first word is Henry. Find Henry.

Hold up the word dollar. 

The next word is dollar. Find dollar.

Hold up the words Uncle Hardwigg.

The next words are Uncle Hardwigg. Find Uncle Hardwigg.

Hold up the word coins.

The last word is coins. Find coins.

Great job! You learned about two important words today. You learned about the word dollar, and you 
learned about the word coins. Remember that a dollar is money that is made out of paper. A dollar is 
worth 100 pennies. A coin is money that is made out metal. Coins are flat, round and they have two 
sides. Coins can be pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters.

Vocabulary Instruction

28
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Predictable Chart Writing lessons offer students at the Emergent level (and above)  
an opportunity to participate in structured and systematic shared writing activities.   
Readtopia’s Predictable Chart Writing lessons, inspired by the strategy introduced by  
Cunningham (1979), expanded by Hall & Williams (2001), and adapted by Erickson & Koppenhaver 
(2019), utilizes student interests and experiences to engage the learner in a shared writing  
experience.

Designed to be taught during five, 15-minute lesson periods, Predictable Chart Writing  
is composed of five activities that provide instruction in:

• Print conventions (capitalization, punctuation, first/last words in a sentence, etc.)
• Concepts of print (read from top to bottom, left to right, etc.)
• Alphabet knowledge (letter names and sounds)
• Concept of a word (first and last letter of a word, space between and around words, etc.)
• Development of high frequency (core) vocabulary used to read, write and communicate

Activity 1     Write the Chart

The teacher leads students in writing a Predictable Chart.   
A topic is presented to the students.  Teachers then guide students 
in brainstorming and listing words related to the topic.   
After generating the list, the teacher introduces the sentence stem 
and models selecting a word from the list to complete the stem.  
Next, each student chooses a word from the list or contributes  
a new word to complete their own sentences.  The teacher writes 
each student’s sentence while modeling print conventions on the 
predictable chart.

Predictable Chart Writing

Example of a Completed  
Predictable Chart

29

Brainstorming helps students to participate in chart writing  
because it helps them think about the topic.  For students  
who are struggling to think of words related to the topic, 
and / or who have limited communication abilities,  
facilitate brainstorming using:
•  picture communication symbols
•  physical objects or pictures related to the topic
•  questions that will guide students to appropriate words  
   related to the topic (e.g., Our sentence is about the  
   monster.  What does a monster look like, act like, etc.?)

See the Support Students Using Augmentative  
and Alternative Communication (AAC) Adult Tip Sheet 
(located under the Resources tab > Adult Tip Sheets).

Explanation
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Activity  2     Reread the Chart

The teacher and students take turns leading the choral reading of the chart while pointing  
to each word as they read it.  Next, the teacher identifies an element of text for students  
to focus on (i.e.,a letter, sight word, capital letter, punctuation, etc.).  Students actively engage  
in identifying the element of text the teacher identifies.

Activity  3     Work with Sentence Strips

Students begin to explore and eventually demonstrate understanding of the concept  
of a word by cutting the sentences they composed into words and then arranging them  
back into a logical order.

Activity  4     Be the Sentence

Students are given word cards from the sentence and work together to line up to arrange  
their word cards in order to match the sentence on the predictable chart.  Both the teacher  
and other students participate in coaching students to line up correctly.

Activity  5     Make and Publish the Book

Students take their sentences and contribute to making and publishing a class book.   
Students select an image to represent their sentences.  The image and sentence  
are glued to a blank page to be combined with other students’ pages to create a book.   
The book can be added to the classroom library to be shared with everyone!

30
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• With guidance and support, participate in shared writing
• With guidance and support, use adjectives
• Recognize that sentences begin with a capital letter and end with a period
• Recognize that a sentence is written and read from left to right
• Understand one-to-one correspondence between spoken and written words
• Recognize words in familiar contexts

• Chart paper
• Dark, large tip markers (multiple colors)
Ways to engage all learners!

• Small manipulatives (i.e. crayons to represent colors, variety of shapes, textured fabrics, etc.)
• Braille Labeler / Braille words
• Single Message Devices
• Speech Generating Devices
• Partner Assisted Scanning

Objectives

What You Will Need

Predictable Chart Writing
Activity #1  |  Write the Chart

Topic  |  The Tunnel

Strategy  |  Write a Predictable Chart

31

The week before the lesson, send home the topic  
to families of students with significant communication needs.   

This allows families to discuss and provide feedback  
to the teacher to improve student participation.



Lesson 7

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

1  Introduce the Topic

 We are going to work together to write a chart.  The topic for our chart today is:  
 The Tunnel.  I am going to write the title at the top of our paper.

 Write The Tunnel on the chart paper.

 2  Brainstorm Words

 Display the picture of a tunnel on page 6 of the Transitional Level 4  
 graphic novel.

 Henry and Uncle Hardwigg were looking for a tunnel in a volcano.   
 The tunnel would probably look something like this.

 Point to the picture of the tunnel.

Maybe you can think of other tunnels or caves that you have seen or heard about.   
Let’s brainstorm or plan words we might use to describe a tunnel.

Pause for students’ responses.  Write responses on the board or a blank sheet of chart paper.

Write the Chart

32

If students lack background knowledge, search “tunnels” 
on the Internet to provide additional visual examples.

scary

dark

long

cold

wet

Teacher Tip
As needed, use students’ words in the sentence to see whether they are appropriate.  
For example:
•  A student responds with the word “colors.”   

Colors.  Let’s check that word in the sentence.  It is colors.  Does that sound right?  
No.  But we could say, It is colorful.  If something is colorful, it has many different  
colors.  Would you like to use the word colorful?

•  A student responds with “no go.”   
No go.  You do not want to go into a tunnel?  Which word (in our list) tells  
why you don’t want to go into a tunnel? 
Point to each word as you read it aloud.  Encourage your student to choose  
one of the words to complete their sentence.
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 3  Write Sample Sentence

 Remember, the topic of our writing is called The Tunnel.

 Point to the title.

 Now, I am going to write the first sentence.  The first part is, It is...   
 Now I have to choose a word.

 Refer to the list you just made.

 I choose wet.  It is wet.

 As you write the sentence:

• Speak each word as you are writing it.   
Stretch out sounds in words as you write.   
Then, add your word (e.g., wet) to the first sentence frame.

• Point out the beginning sound of your word as you write.  For example:  
wet...  I hear the /w/ sound.  I will write an  w  to represent it!

• Explain print concepts as you write.
• I start my sentence with a capital letter.
• Now, I am going to add a period to the end of my sentence.
• Finally, I am going to write my name at the end of my sentence  

so that I know who chose the word.
 Say your name as you write it.

 4  Read the Sample Sentence as a Group

 Guide students to read the sentence chorally one–two times.   
 Point to each word as you read it aloud.

33

Strategies for Students with Communication and / or Visual Needs
•  Students who cannot speak should be encouraged to follow along  

and vocalize as they are able or read along in their head.
•  Provide students who are blind with a braille version of the sentence stem.   

Even if they do not have the motor skills to read braille independently,  
the repeated interaction with braille in these lessons will help build important  
concepts about reading and writing.

The Tunnel

It is wet.     (Ms. P)
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 5  Write and Read Student Sentences

 Now, each of you will get a turn to write a sentence.  We will start with <student’s name>.

• As you write, say: “The first part of the sentence is It is...”
• Take care to line up the words directly below the previous sentence.
• Then, help the student choose a word from the list.  (Read the choices to the student.) 
• Complete the sentence with the selected word.

• Write the student’s name at the end of the sentence as you say:  
Now, let’s write your name so we remember who wrote this sentence.

• Repeat with each student.

 Guide students to read the entire chart text chorally after writing each student’s sentence.

1st reading: It is wet.  (Ms. P)
2nd reading: It is wet.  (Ms. P) It is scary.  (Jason)
3rd reading: It is wet.  (Ms. P) It is scary.  (Jason)     It is...

34

Important Note
We use the predictable sentence stem so students have success 

reading it by the end of the week.  The word that gets filled in 
adds the interest and variety needed to keep students engaged.

Depending on the level of your students, remind them:
 •  We always start a sentence with a capital letter.
 •  We need a period at the end of this sentence.

Important Note
The sentence order and student name  

at the end of a sentence helps to cue students  
at the Emergent level to remember text.   

Use a different dark color marker for each  
sentence to add additional cueing.

The Tunnel

It is wet. (Ms. P)

ò ò
It is scary. (Jason)

ò ò
It is ______.
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Activate Background Knowledge

Display a map of the world.

We use special pictures—called maps—to help us see what  
a place might look like from above.  This is a map of the whole 
world.  It shows all of the land and all of the water that covers  
our planet—Earth.  We can use it to find any place on Earth.

Point to North America.

We live in North America.  There is lots of land in North America!   
Let’s find other large areas of land.

Encourage students to come to the map and point to various continents.

Purpose Statement

Uncle Hardwigg and Henry traveled a long way across the ocean to the island of Iceland.   
Let’s read a map to find out where Iceland is in the world, and to learn more about this  
island country.

ANCHOR

Pass Out Close Reading Passage

Close Reading Lesson
Map Activity  |  Iceland

35

Instructional Terms

map

a drawing of a place  
(like a city, a country,  
or the whole world)  
as it would look if you  
were seeing it from above
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We read a map to find, and learn more about the island of Iceland.  Turn your page  
over and let’s see what you learned.  Remember that it’s OK to turn back to the front  
page to find and check your answers!

Use the Successful Strategies adult tip sheets  
to support instruction.

Extension

Use a hard-boiled egg to illustrate the plates of the earth’s crust. 
Crack the egg shell in several pieces.  (If you use egg coloring 
after cracking the egg, the cracks will be easier to see.)  

Explain that the egg is round/oval, like the earth, and the shell is like the earth’s crust.   
Gently twist the top of the egg to the right and the bottom to the left to show what happens  
when the plates move (i.e. some parts of the shell move apart to show the egg white beneath,  
and other parts of the shell raise up or overlap).

APPLY

READ

36

Keyword Glossary

plates

large pieces of the earth’s crust

surrounded

Something that is surrounded  
by water has water all around it.
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Activate Background Knowledge

1. Play the video from previous lesson. 

2. Write the words dollar and coins on the chart paper or board.

3. Remind students that:

a. Dollar: Paper money that is worth 100 pennies.

b. Coins: Money that are made out of metal. Coins are round  
    and they have two sides. Coins can be pennies, nickels, dimes, 
    and quarters.

4. Pass out the Hands-On Application sales ad included with the lesson. 

5. Students work together to identify items that could be used on a long trip. 

6. Students work together to identify the cost of each item. 

Purpose Statement

Let’s work together to find some things we might use on a long trip.

Students work together to identify items that could be used on a long trip and identify the cost  
of each item.  Conventional students will use the dollar-up method to determine the cost of items.

ANCHOR

Math Lesson: Hands-On Application
Domain  |  Money

Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

37
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You worked together to find things that you could use on a long trip. Some of you counted  
your money. Some of you tried to buy something. What did you buy?  How much did it cost?

Remember, dollars are paper money that are worth 100 pennies, and coins are money that are 
made out of metal. Coins are round and they have two sides. Coins can be pennies, nickels,  
dimes, and quarters.

Follow-Up

Purchase Travel Supplies

During this portion of the lesson, students are divided into four groups based on student level. 
Differentiated instruction is delivered in small groups, tailored to student abilities.

Now some of us are going to identify money. Some of use are going to count money.  
And some of use are going to use the dollar up method to determine if we have enough  
money to purchase an item from the sale paper.

Group 1 (M1)

Show students some coins, including at least one penny, nickel, dime, and quarter. 

These are coins. This coin is a penny. This coin is a nickel. This coin is a dime.  
This coin is a quarter. 

Give me one coin.

Take each coin from the student as it is offered or selected. 

You gave me a < penny, nickel, dime, quarter>. It is a coin.

Repeat until all coins have been named at least one time.

Group 2 (M2-M3)

Ask students to select an item from the sale paper that they would like to buy for a long journey. 
Using paper money (i.e., 1-$10 bill, 1-$5 bill, 5-$1bills) give students two options. Ask students to 
determine how much money they would need to purchase the item using the dollar-up method. 
Students must be able to differentiate bills to complete this activity. 

Let’s look at the ad. What would you buy if you were going on a long journey? Good choice!  
Now I am going to give you two options for how much you would need to pay for the (item 
student selected). Use the dollar up method to figure out how much money you need to buy 
(item student selected). Remember you need to count out the dollars you need, and then you 
need one more dollar for the coins. Look at the two choices I have given you. Do you see the 
amount you need to pay for the (item student selected)?

Apply

38



© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

Readtopia© Shared Reading lessons are designed to engage emergent readers in interactions 
around and making meaning of a book they are reading together with an adult.  The focus  
is on reading with students—not to them.  The goal is to guide students in leading these  
interactions and making meaning as they read together with a knowledgeable adult.

Using two research-based strategies, Shared Reading lessons provide the instructional guidance 
and supports that help you to teach students to read and / or listen with comprehension.   
Scripted interactions for each page of the Emergent 1 graphic novel model appropriate  
and effective communication with students presenting a wide range of needs and abilities.   
These interactions are designed to build:

• important background knowledge
• emergent literacy understandings
• expressive and receptive communication skills
• understanding and concepts of print

Through reading and interacting with students around engaging content during shared reading,  
you will demonstrate how to make meaning from print.  And you’ll show students that reading  
a good story is fun and entertaining!

CAR

The CAR shared reading strategy provides a structure that guides emergent readers,  
encouraging engagement and interaction with a story while building, supporting, and modeling 
communication skills.  CAR is appropriate for your emergent readers in the early stages  
of symbolic communication and print awareness, who may or may not yet have shown interest  
and enjoyment in an appropriate-leveled story being read to them.  Here’s how it works:

Shared Reading
Interacting and Making Meaning  
with Emergent Readers

39

Explanation
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Read the Page… Pause… and Comment

Comments focus on illustrations, the meaning of the text, 
and the print itself.

Two men.

(Point to the pictures of Henry and Hardwigg  
and read the labels aloud.)

Stop and Wait 5+ Seconds

Ask for Participation
If no student communicates*, they are explicitly  
asked to participate.

Two men.  Let’s count them.

(Point at each man as you count.)

One… two. 

Stop and Wait 5+ Seconds

Repeat and Respond by Adding More 
The adult repeats what the student says / does,  
and expands and extends the student’s response  
by adding a little more (typically one or two words).

 Student: (Signs two.)

     Adult: (Signs two.)  Two.  Two men.  (expand)   
                 (Points to each man as he names them.)   
                 Henry… and Uncle Hardwigg.  (extend)

*Communication may include speech / vocalization,  
sign, body language, facial expressions, use of AAC.

5
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It is important to pause for at least 5 seconds after each 
comment and / or question in order to allow students enough 
time to process the language and construct an answer.
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Put a CROWD in the CAR

As students begin to initiate communication and interact during shared reading,  
the CROWD strategy is added to the CAR.  CROWD questions and comments,  
following the CAR structure of interaction, guide students in more sophisticated  
communications and interactions through the use of one of these five structures:

 Completion: Students are asked to complete a sentence presented by the teacher.
  The men find it!  They find the ____________________.

 Recall: Students are asked to tell about things that have been read.
  They have a compass.  What else do they have?

 Open-Ended: Students are asked questions that don’t have a specific answer.   
 Students draw on their background knowledge to tell about story illustrations  
 and / or vocabulary.
  Look at the tunnel.  What do you see?

 Wh— Questions: Students are asked to respond to direct wh- questions.
  Who are these men?

  (Point to the pictures on the page.) 

 Distancing: Students are guided in connecting something in the book  
 to their personal experience.
  Hans finds water!  Where do you get water to drink?
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Read the Page… Pause… and Comment

Comments focus on illustrations, the meaning of the text, 
and the print itself.

 They have water.  What would you take to drink? 
 (Distancing)

Stop and Wait 5+ Seconds

Ask for Participation
If no student communicates*, they are explicitly  
asked to participate.

 What would you take on your journey?   
 (Provide options as needed: e.g. milk or soda / pop.)

Stop and Wait 5+ Seconds

Repeat and Respond by Adding More 
The adult repeats what the student says / does,  
and expands and extends the student’s response  
by adding a little more.

 Student: Milk.

     Adult: Milk.  You would take milk.  (expand)   
                 Milk would taste good.  And milk is good  
                 for your body!  (extend)

*Communication may include speech / vocalization,  
sign, body language, facial expressions, use of AAC.

12
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Shared Reading
Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

Two men. Who are these men?   
(Wh— Question)

Two men.   
Let’s count them.   
(Point at each man  
as you count.)   
One… two.

Who?  Who is this?   
(Point to the picture  
of Henry.)

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: (Signs two.)

Adult: (Signs two.)   
Two.  Two men.   
(Points at each man  
as he names them.)  
Henry…  
and Uncle Hardwigg.

Example
Student: Henry.

Adult: Henry.  This is Henry.  
(Points to the picture  
of Henry.)   
And this is Uncle Hardwigg.  
(Points to the picture  
of Uncle Hardwigg.)

Read the Page

5
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Shared Reading
Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

Wow!  A volcano! (Point to the bottom  
picture.)   
What is this?  This is a 
____________________.   
(Completion)

You say it.  Wow! You finish it.  This is a 
____________________.  
(Point to the tunnel.)   
Is this a tunnel  
or a volcano?

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: (Looks scared / worried.)

Adult: You look scared.   
A volcano can be scary.  
A volcano can be  
dangerous!

Example
Student: Volcano.

Adult: (Points to the top picture.)  
This is a volcano.   
(Points to the bottom  
picture.)   
This is a tunnel.   
The tunnel is in a volcano.

Read the Page

6

44



Lesson 13

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

Shared Reading
Chapter 1: The Mysterious Message

Find the tunnel! Look at the picture.   
What do you see?   
(Open-Ended)

You could say, “Find it!” Tell me (or show me).   
What do you see?

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: (Points to look  

on AAC device.)
Adult: (Points to look  

on AAC device.)   
Look!  They will look  
for the tunnel.

Example
Student: People.

Adult: People.   
(Points to the people.)  
There are three people.  
(Points and counts.)   
One, two, three.   
Three people are looking  
at mountains!

Read the Page

7
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Picture Walk Interactive Read Aloud lessons are designed to help build students’ curiosity  
about and interest in stories.  During the picture walk, the focus is not the text. Instead, the focus  
is the pictures and building understandings and connections by describing and talking about  
the pictures on each page of the graphic novel.  Then, when the text is read aloud,  
students will use the knowledge gained from the pictures to build additional understanding.   
This knowledge will continue to support students as they continue to read the entire story  
over time.

In short, during the Picture Walk Interactive Read Aloud lesson, the teacher will:

POINT TO A PICTURE and COMMENT ON A KEY ELEMENT OF IT.  

Teachers provide multiple opportunities for students to communicate their thoughts and feelings 
following each comment they make.  Then, as in all shared and interactive reading lessons:

Wait 5 or more seconds to give the students a chance to make a comment.   
Watch and Listen to students carefully.

Repeat or attribute meaning to any communication act.   
Respond by adding a little more.

Next, teachers READ ALOUD the page.  Then:

Wait 5 or more seconds to give the students a chance to make a comment.   
Watch and Listen to students carefully.

Repeat or attribute meaning to any communication act.   
Respond by adding a little more.

After you have looked at and commented on each picture, whether or not the students interact,  
go on to the next picture or page and repeat the process.

The next section provides more detail in the context of an actual Interactive Read Aloud lesson.

Interactive Read Aloud
Focus  |  Picture Walk

46

Bring the story to life using:
•  Gestures  •  Facial Expressions
•  Intonation  •  Body Language

Explanation
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POINT TO A PICTURE and COMMENT ON A KEY ELEMENT / CONCEPT

I see something red. Point to the top picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Example

Student: (Points to his shirt.)  My shirt is red!
Adult: Your shirt is red.  Your shirt is red like this picture!

I see smoke! Point to the smoke.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Example

Student: (Signs the word bad.)
Adult: (Signs bad.)   

Smoke is bad.  Smoke means something is hot or burning!

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

The book says that this  
is hot lava.  Lava comes  
out of a volcano.

Point to the top picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

9
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Accept, model, encourage, and repeat all forms of communication.
•  Verbal / Vocalization      •  Facial Features  •  AAC
•  Body Language       •  Sign Language
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Interactive Read Aloud
Introduction / Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Focus  |  Picture Walk

I see mountains. Point to the picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

I see snow on the mountains.  
Do you think it is cold there?

Point to the snow  
on the mountain tops.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Oh… I see.  This is a volcano! Point to the volcano  
in the foreground.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

There is a hole at the top  
of this volcano.

Point to the crater  
at the top of the volcano.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

8
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Interactive Read Aloud
Introduction / Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Focus  |  Picture Walk

I see something red. Point to the top picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

I see smoke! Point to the smoke.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

The book says that this  
is hot lava.  Lava comes  
out of a volcano.

Point to the top picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

9
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Interactive Read Aloud
Introduction / Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Focus  |  Picture Walk

I see a basket. Point to the basket.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

I wonder what is in the basket. Point to the items in the basket.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

There is food in the basket!  
Does that look like food  
that you eat?

Point to the food items.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

10
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Interactive Read Aloud
Introduction / Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Focus  |  Picture Walk

I see four things on this page.  
One… two… three… four.

Point to each item  
as you count.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

I see some rope and two guns. Point to the rope and two guns 
as you name them.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

What could this be? Point to the compass.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

This must be a compass!   
A compass tells you what  
direction you are going.

Point to the compass.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

11
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Interactive Read Aloud
Introduction / Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Focus  |  Picture Walk

I see a man. Point to the bottom picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

I see rocks.  I see the sky! Point to the rock wall and  
the sky at the top of the picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

This is Hans.  Hans is going 
down into the volcano!

Point to Hans.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

12
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Purpose Statement

We are going to work independently to complete a money activity. Some of you are going  
to identify money and some of you are going to use the dollar-up method to figure out how much 
something costs. You are all learning money skills that will help you become more independent.

Independent Practice

Math Lesson: Independent Practice
Domain  |  Money

Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Complete Independent Practice

Money
M1 • Recognizing money

M2 • Value of coins and bills

M3
• More/less 
• Counting on 

53

Teacher Tip
Remind your students to look at all the features of the money  

they are trying to identify. Color and size of coins or numerical indicator  
in the corner of paper money can give students the support they need.
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• Demonstrate emerging understanding of conventions of standard English
• Demonstrate emerging understanding of conventions of standard English
• Identify the first and last letter of a word
• Identify where one word ends and a new word begins
• Recognize that there is a space between words
• Arrange words in a logical order to form a complete sentence

• Completed Predictable Chart from Lesson 7
• Classroom pointer or marker
Ways to engage all learners!

• Single Message Devices
• Speech Generating Devices
• Partner Assisted Scanning

Objectives

What You Will Need

Predictable Chart Writing
Activity #2  |  Re-read the Chart

Topic  |  The Tunnel

Strategy  |  Read and Re-read a Predictable Chart

54

See Explanation  
on Pgs. 29-30
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1  Read the Chart as a Group

 This is the chart we wrote together the other day.  Let’s read it together.   
 I will point to each word as we read.

 Chorally read the chart.  Emphasize the repetition of the sentence frame.   
 Point to each word as you read to model what a fluent reading of the text sounds like.   
 Call attention to the following:

• We start reading at the top and move down, reading from left to right.
• Every sentence begins with a capital letter.
• Every sentence ends with a period.
• Promote student engagement!

• Have students clap, chant, or rap the words as they say or think them.
• As appropriate, modify your voice when rereading the text (trembling voice,  

whisper, or a deep voice).  For example, say, “It was scary,” with a trembling voice.

 2  Group Reads Chart Aloud as Individual Student(s) Point to Words

 Now, let’s have <student’s name> point to the words as we read the chart again.

 Selecting a different student each time, chorally read the chart two to three times. 

 3  Introduce an Element of Text

 Identify the word with the target letter.

 You did a great job reading and pointing to the words in our chart!   
 Now we are going to find any words that have the letter  t.

 • Write the uppercase and lowercase letters  T  t  on the board.  Point to the letters.
 • Remind students that the letter  t  represents the sound /t/ like in the word  top  or  turtle.

Re-read the Chart

55

Provide students with a classroom pointer, marker, 
or headlight pointer to lead the choral reading.
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 • Work as a group to find the letter  t  in the first sentence of the chart.  For example:

  Let’s see if we can find the letter  t  in this sentence.

  Point to It is wet.

  Raise your hand, give a thumbs up, or make a sound if you see the letter  t   
 when I point to each word.

  Slowly point to each word as you say it.  Stop when students indicate  
 a word has a letter  t.

 4  Identify the Target Letter within a Word

 Now, signal when I point to the letter  t  in the word  It.

 Point to the word  It.  Slowly point to each letter in the word.   
 Stop when the students identify the letter they think represents the letter  t.

• Confirm students’ correct responses.  Identify whether the letter  
is a capital or lowercase letter.

 OR

• Point back to the letters  T  t  on the board to remind students  
of the letter they are looking for to try again.

 Continue to identify the remaining words with the letter  t  within the remaining  
 sentences in your chart.  Be sure to include student names.

 5  Read the Chart as a Group

 Well done!  You found the letter  t  in our chart.  The letter  t  represents the  /t/  sound.   
 Now, let’s read the chart again.  We will start at the top.

• Point to the title The Tunnel.

 We will read from the left...

 Point the left side of the title.

 ...to the right.

 Point to the right side of the title.

 We will read all the way to the end of our chart.

 Point to the end of the chart.

• Chorally read the entire text while pointing to each word.  Emphasize the repetition  
of the sentence frame and model what a fluent reading of the text sounds like.

56



Lesson 21

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

Ancient Earth  |  Journey to the Center of the Earth

Activate Background Knowledge

A fact is something that is true.  If we hear something that is a fact, 
we think, Yes!  That is true.  One fact that we all know is that fish  
can swim.  Can fish swim? Yes!  What are some things that help  
us know that fish can swim?  
(e.g. they live in water, we can watch them swim, etc.)  

Let’s think of a fact that tells people something about how you look, 
like the color of your hair or the clothes that you are wearing today.  
Make sure the fact you think of is something that people can see 
when they look at you.

List the facts that students brainstorm on the board, like “Jacob has red hair.”   
After each student shares a fact—

How do we know that this is a fact?  
(e.g. because we can see Jacob’s red hair)

Purpose Statement

In Journey to the Center of the Earth, the men found dinosaurs living below the volcano.   
Let’s read to learn some facts about a dinosaur called Spinosaurus.

ANCHOR

Pass Out Close Reading Passage

Close Reading Lesson
Fantastic Facts  |  Spinosaurus

57

Instructional Terms

fact

something that is true

fantastic

amazing or exciting

identify

to find, point out;  
to put your finger on
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We read to learn some facts about the Spinosaurus.   
Turn the page over and let’s see what we learned.   
Remember that you can turn back to the front page  
to find and check your answers!

Use the Successful Strategies adult tip sheets  
to support instruction.

Extension

Point out that the reading is called Fantastic Facts,  
and tell students that fantastic means amazing or exciting.   
Ask students to state a fact about the Spinosaurus and list  
it on the board.  Then, have students take turns coming  
to the board and putting an X next to the fact they think  
is the most fantastic.

_________________ is the winner!  It got the most votes  
as being the most fantastic fact.

APPLY

READ

58

Keyword Glossary

carnivore

an animal that eats meat

Spinosaurus

a huge, meat-eating dinosaur

T. Rex

(also called Tyrannosaurus Rex)  
a large, meat-eating dinosaur  
that is smaller than the  
Spinosaurus

webbed feet

Feet that have skin between  
the toes, like a duck.   
Webbed feet help an animal  
to swim.
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Shared Reading
Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

Oh no!  Lava! Henry is 
____________________.   
(Completion)

Lava is hot! (Point to Henry.)   
How does Henry feel?   
Henry feels 
____________________.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: Hot.

Adult: Hot.  Hot lava.   
Don’t touch it!  It burns!

Example
Student: Scared.

Adult: Scared.  Henry is scared  
of the lava.  How do you 
look when you’re scared?

Read the Page

8
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Shared Reading
Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

A man.   
(Point to the man.)

(Point to the lava.)   
Look at the picture.   
Tell me what you see.  
(Open-Ended)

You could say,  
“Who?  Who is he?”

Tell me.  What do you see?  
(Point to the lava.)

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: Man.

Adult: A man.   
His name is Hans.

Example
Student: Lava.

Adult: Lava.  Lava is really hot!   
It comes from the volcano.

Read the Page

9
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Shared Reading
Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

He has food. What food do you like?   
(Distancing)

Hans has food.   
Where is it?  Show me.

What do you like to eat?

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: Yuck.   

(Scrunches face  
and sticks out tongue.)

Adult: Yuck.   
(Mimics student’s face.)  
The food does not look 
good.  It looks yucky!

Example
Student: Pizza.

Adult: Pizza.  Pizza is yummy!   
But pizza is hard to take  
on a journey.

Read the Page

10
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Shared Reading
Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

I see letters. They have a compass.   
What else do they have?   
(Recall)

Look.  Do you see  
letters?   
(Point to the compass.)   
Where are the letters?

Look.  What else  
do they have?

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: Touches N.

Adult: N.   
(Points at N  
on the compass.)   
This is the letter N.   
N means North.

Example
Student: (Puts hands over ears  

and points at the gun.)
Adult: (Points to the gun.)   

This is a gun.  The gun  
is loud.  BOOM!  The gun  
is loud when someone 
shoots it.  The sound hurts 
your ears!

Read the Page

11
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Shared Reading
Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

A rope.  Water. They have water.   
What would you take  
to drink?  (Distancing)

Water is good! What would you take  
on your journey?   
(Provide options as needed: 
e.g. milk or soda / pop.)

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: Juice.

Adult: Juice.  Do you like  
juice more than water?   
I like apple juice!

Example
Student: Milk.

Adult: Milk. You would take milk.   
Milk would taste good.   
And milk is good  
for your body!

Read the Page

12
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Purpose Statement

In this video, we will learn how to write an equation.  An equation is a math sentence  
that shows two parts are equal.  Watch the video to see the parts of an equation.

Discussion Questions

Let’s talk about the video.

1. What was the video about?

2. What was your favorite part?

3. In an equation, are the two sides equal or different?

Anchor

Watch

Math Video Lesson: Expressions and Equations
Domain  |  Expressions and Equations

Chapter 2: Climbing Mount Sneffels

We have two new vocabulary words to learn for our math lesson.  
The new words are different, and equal.

Hold up the picture of different.

Different is not the same.

Hold up the picture of the equals sign.

Equal means the same value, or the same amount.  When things  
do not have the same value or amount, they are not equal.

Now, we are going to play a vocabulary game.   
Our vocabulary game includes our new math words.   
It also includes some words from our last math lesson.   
First, I will give you some pictures.  Then I will say a word.   
I want you to find the right picture for each word.  Ready?

Vocabulary Instruction
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Hold up the word dollar. 

The first word is dollar.  Find the picture that goes with dollar.

Hold up the word equal. 

The next word is equal.  Find the picture that goes with equal.

Hold up the word coins.

The next word is coins.  Find the picture that goes with coins.

Hold up the word different.

The last word is different.  Find the picture that goes with different.

Great job!  Remember, different means not the same and equal means the same value,  
or the same amount.  When things do not have the same value or amount, they are not equal.
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Key Ideas and Details Interactive Read Aloud lessons are intended to teach students about  
the information in the text.  Teachers are guided in describing and discussing information about  
the characters, setting, and / or facts that are in the text.  Sometimes, lessons also focus on building 
students’ understanding of the structure of the text.  Key Ideas and Details lessons will help students 
make progress on the Language Comprehension scale on the Emergent Literacy Measure.

In short, during the Key Ideas and Details Interactive Read Aloud lesson, the teacher will:

READ the text aloud and COMMENT ON ONE KEY IDEA or DETAIL on each page.  

Then, as in all shared and interactive reading lessons:

Wait 5 or more seconds to give the students a chance to make a comment.   
Watch and Listen to students carefully.

Repeat or attribute meaning to any communication act.   
Respond by adding a little more.

After you have read the text and commented on a key idea or detail,  
whether or not the students interact, go on to the next page and repeat the process.

The next section provides more detail in the context of an actual Interactive Read Aloud lesson.

Interactive Read Aloud
Focus  |  Key Ideas and Details

66

Bring the story to life using:
•  Gestures  •  Facial Expressions
•  Intonation  •  Body Language

Explanation
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READ the text aloud and COMMENT ON ONE KEY IDEA or DETAIL

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

They went down.  They went 
down into the tunnel.

Point to the top picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Example

Student: (Points to down on AAC device.)
Adult: (Points to down on AAC device.)   

Down.  Uncle Hardwigg went down.  Henry went down.   
Hans went down.  They all went down into the tunnel.

Uncle Hardwigg says,  
“Let’s go!”

Point to the bottom picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Example

Student: That’s scary!
Adult: That’s scary.  That tunnel might be dark and scary!   

I wonder what they will find there.

13
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Accept, model, encourage, and repeat all forms of communication.
•  Verbal / Vocalization      •  Facial Features  •  AAC
•  Body Language       •  Sign Language
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Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Focus  |  Key Ideas and Details

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

They went down.  They went 
down into the tunnel.

Point to the top picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Uncle Hardwigg says,  
“Let’s go!”

Point to the bottom picture.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

13
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Interactive Read Aloud
Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Focus  |  Key Ideas and Details

Read the text.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

Oh no!  They went the  
wrong way!  And their water  
is almost gone.

Wait  •  Repeat  •  Respond

14
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• Demonstrate emerging understanding of conventions of standard English
• Identify the first and last letter of a word
• Identify where one word ends and a new word begins
• Recognize that words are made up of letters surrounded by space
• Arrange words in a logical order to form a complete sentence

• Completed Predictable Chart from Lesson 19
• Classroom pointer or marker
• Two sentence strips for each student’s individual sentence.   

NOTE: The second sentence strip is an extra to be used as needed.
• One pair of scissors / adaptive scissors for each student.
• A roll of clear tape for each small group.
• Pocket Chart or tape to display teacher sentence strip and individual words when cut apart.
Ways to engage all learners!

• Single Message Devices
• Speech Generating Devices
• Partner Assisted Scanning

Objectives

What You Will Need

Predictable Chart Writing
Activity #3  |  Work with Sentence Strips

Topic  |  The Tunnel

Strategy  |  Identify and Sequence Words within a Sentence

70

See Explanation  
on Pgs. 29-30
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1  Read the Chart as a Group

 This is the chart we wrote together the other day.  Let’s read it together.   
 I will point to each word as we read.

• Chorally read the chart aloud.  Point to each word as you say it to model  
fluent reading from top to bottom, left to right.

• Remind students that the first words of each sentence—the sentence frame—are the same.  
Point out the words and ask students to read them with you, aloud or in their heads.

 2  Introduce the Activity

 Today, we are going to cut our sentences into words.  Let’s start with the first sentence  
 of our chart: It is wet.  Let’s read it together.

• Hold up one of the two sentence strips you prepared before the lesson.   
Point at each word as you chorally read the sentence aloud.   
NOTE: Keep the second sentence strip face down out of students’ sight.   
Use as an extra sentence to cut apart as needed.

 Now I am going to cut my sentence into words.
• Think aloud as you identify where to cut between words.

• Identify the beginning and ending letters of each word.
• Remind students that the words are the groups of letters with space around them.

• After cutting each word, place the words in a pocket chart or attach to the board  
with tape and put them in different orders, reading the sentence each time to highlight  
when it does and does not sound right.

Work with Sentence Strips

71

Depending on the level of your students remind them: 
     • We always start a sentence with a capital letter.
     • We need a period at the end of this sentence.
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• Compare your reassembled sentence to the original sentence on the chart each time.
• Work as a group to confirm that the words are cut apart correctly  

and are in the same word order as the original sentence on the chart.

NOTE: Cutting sentences into words helps students 
develop an understanding of the concept of a word.  
Students also begin to recognize the place where 
one word ends and another begins.

 3  Students Cut Sentences into Words

    Small Group Activity

 It’s your turn to cut your sentences into words!  Read the sentence.   
 Then cut your sentence into words.

• Working in pairs or small groups, have students cut their sentences into words.
• Guide students to identify the first and last letters of each word.
• Remind students that the words are the groups of letters with space around them.

IMPORTANT: Allow students to decide where to cut.  They will have an opportunity  
to correct their work when it is time to put it back together.  You also prepared  
a 2nd sentence strip just in case.

• Students unable to cut sentences independently can signal  
to indicate where to cut.  For example:

 I am going to move my finger / pointer under the letters.   
Signal for me to stop when I should cut.

• Avoid drawing lines, making dots, or otherwise cueing students  
regarding where they should cut.

wet.

wet.

wet.

wet.

It

is It

It

It

is

is

is
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The Tunnel

It is wet. (Ms. P)

ò ò
It is scary. (Jason)

ò ò
It is dark. (Emma)
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 If students’ cut-apart words do not match those in the original sentence,  
 model thinking about why they do not match.  For example:

 Look!  The first word in my sentence is  It.  The word is spelled  I-t.   
 The first word in your sentence is...

 Pause for student response.
 …  I.

 Do they match?  No, they are different.  I cut after the letter  t  to keep the whole word,  It.
• Point to the word  It  on the second sentence strip.

 Where should you cut to get the whole word  It?
• Point to the student’s reconstructed sentence.  Pause for student response.

 Correct!  You should cut after the letter  t  to get the whole word  It.
• Tape the paper together between the letters  I  and  t  or give the student  

the 2nd sentence strip to start again.
• Allow student to try cutting between the words again.

wet.I t   is
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The Tunnel

It is wet. (Ms. P)

ò ò
It is scary. (Jason)

ò ò
It is dark. (Emma)

If the student is unable to correct their error, model where to cut.
Initially, the goal for some students may be to just place the words
from left to right in a random word order.
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 4  Students Arrange Words into a Sentence

    Small Group Activity

 It’s time to put your words back together in a sentence.

• Pause to allow time for the students to arrange words.

 Let’s read the sentence you made.

• Chorally read the words in the order students place them, pointing at each word  
as you read.

 OR

• Encourage your student to independently read the words as ability allows.

 Now we’re going to check to see if the words in this sentence match the words  
 in the sentence in our chart.

• Help students find their sentence on the original chart.
• Read both sentences aloud.

 Does that sound right?  Does your sentence look and sound the same as this sentence  
 from the chart?

• Read the two sentences again.  Pause for student responses.
• Compare each word in the two sentences to see if they are the same or different.

 5  Read the Entire Chart as a Group

 Well done!  You were able to cut your sentence into words and put it back together.   
 Now, let’s read the whole chart again.

 Remember to have fun by modifying your voice.

74

Keep a Positive Attitude!
If you go through this process a couple of times and the student  
doesn’t see the error, help the student see how to cut between  
the words and read the sentence again.  Model, Model, Model!

Cutting in the wrong place gives you valuable information  
about your student.  Rearranging the words also gives  
you information and provides an opportunity to teach.   

Continuously read what they have created, refer back to the chart,  
and encourage the students to try it another way.
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Activate Background Knowledge

1. Play the video from previous lesson. 

2. Write the words different and equal on the chart paper or board.

3. Remind students of the following definitions:

a. Different: not the same.

b. Equal: the same value, or the same amount.   
    When things do not have the same value or amount, they are not equal.

4. On the board, write the equations 3 + 2 and 9 – 4.

5. These two problems are different.  But are they equal or not equal?   
They have different numbers and different operations.

6. Let’s see if we can find a way that the problems are equal.

7. Work together as a class to solve the two problems.  Use manipulatives as needed.

8. Talk about how the problems are different, but the solutions (answers) are the equal (same).

9. The answer to each problem is the same amount, five.  So, we can say that the problems  
are equal.  Remember, equal means the same value, or the same amount.

Purpose Statement

Let’s work together to figure out how equations can be different but equal.

Students work together to use manipulatives to create equations that are different, but equal.

ANCHOR

Math Lesson: Hands-On Application
Domain  |  Expressions and Equations

Chapter 3: Into the Earth
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Different but Equal Activity

During this portion of the lesson, students are divided into four groups based on ability.  
Differentiated instruction is delivered in small groups, tailored to student abilities.

We are going to work together to make a math problem. Then, we are going to make another  
problem that is different. But the answers to the problems will be the same. The two problems  
will be different, but the answers will be equal.

Group 1 (M1)

Students look at two groups of manipulatives and identify which group has more. 

Look at these two groups of (name the manipulatives). Which group has more? (Manipulatives 
may be blocks, stickers, legos, pennies, etc.)

Rearrange the manipulative and repeat the question.

Group 2 (M2-M3)

Organize manipulatives into a math problem (e.g. five manipulatives + three manipulatives).  
Have students count out eight manipulatives then find a different way to organize the problem. 
Remind them that the problem must be different while the answer is the equal (same). Write down 
the two combinations the students come up with to solve the problem.

Look at this problem. There is a group of five <name the manipulatives> and a group of three. 
How many <name of manipulatives> are there altogether?  Let’s count them.

Students join teacher in counting.

That’s right. There are eight <name of manipulatives> altogether. We can say that  
five and three are eight. Now I want you to count out eight <name of manipulatives>.

Pause for students to count out eight manipulatives. Check for correctness.

You counted out eight <name of manipulatives>. Now, I want you to make a new problem.  
I want you to make two groups of <name of manipulatives>. Remember how I made  
two groups of <name of manipulatives>. One group had five and one group had three.

I want you to make two groups in a different way. Who can do that?

Check for correctness.  
Give an example. 

That’s right!  (Juan)  made two groups of <name of manipulatives>.  
He has <number> in one group and <number> in another.  
(Juan)  has <number> <name of manipulatives>. The answer to his problem  
and the answer to my problem are the same; the answers are equal, <number>.  
We can say that my problem and (Juan’s) problem are equal.

Apply
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Share some of the equations students created by writing them on the board.

We worked together to create some equations that are different but equal.  Don’t forget  
that different means not the same and, equal means the same value, or the same amount.   
When things do not have the same value or amount, they are not equal.  Look at these equations 
we have on the board.  They are organized differently, but they are equal.

Follow-Up

77
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Activate Background Knowledge

When you want to learn about something new,  
what kinds of things can you do?

On the board, list student responses (e.g. ask a teacher / parent, 
read a book, look on the Internet, watch a video, etc.)

Which of these ways to learn about something  
new do you like the most?  Let’s vote!

Have students vote to indicate their preferences.   
Mark each vote next to student’s listed responses.

Some / many / most of us like to learn new things from watching a video!  Why do you think  
a video helps us to learn new things?  (e.g. pictures, sounds, examples, demonstrations, etc.)

Purpose Statement

This video will introduce us to something called the Mid-Atlantic Ridge,  
part of which can be seen in Iceland.  As you watch the video, ask yourself,  
“What important things did I learn that I want to remember to tell my friends about?”

After Watching the Video

If you were going to tell your friend about some important things that you learned  
from the video, what would you tell him or her?

ANCHOR

Watch

Pass Out Mid-Atlantic Ridge Video Sheets

Video Lesson: Mid-Atlantic Ridge

78

Keyword Glossary

Earth’s crust

the outside layer, or covering,  
of the Earth

Mid-Atlantic Ridge

A crack in the Earth’s crust  
between Europe and  
North America.  Part of the 
Mid-Atlantic Ridge can be  
seen on the island of Iceland.

plates

The Earth’s crust is broken  
into large pieces, called plates.
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We watched a video about the Mid-Atlantic Ridge.  Part of this ridge can be seen on the island  
of Iceland!  Let’s read and think about what we learned.  Look for details in the pictures to help  
you remember and tell your partner what you learned.

Apply

Included are five screen shots  
from the video to help with  
your classroom discussion.

Larger versions for students  
are available at myreadtopia.com.
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https://myreadtopia.com
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Shared Reading
Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Look... tunnels! The men find it!   
They find the  
____________________.   
(Completion)

How many tunnels  
do you see?   
Let’s count them.   
One… two… three!   
Three tunnels.

You finish it.   
They find the 
____________________.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: (Holds up three fingers.)

Adult: (Signs three.)   
Three.   
(Hold up, point,  
and count each finger.) 
One… two… three.  
Three tunnels!

Example
Student: (Points to bad  

on AAC device.)
Adult: Bad.   

(Points to bad  
on AAC device.)   
The men find the tunnel.  
The tunnel looks bad.   
This tunnel looks scary!  
(Points to bottom picture.)

Read the Page

13
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Shared Reading
Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Down. Where are they?   
(Wh— Question)

They go down.   
You show me.   
Show me down.   
(Encourage students  
to point down.)

Look.   
(Points at bottom picture.)  
Where are they?

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: (Points down.)

Adult: Yes, down.   
(Points down.)   
They go down.   
They go down  
into the tunnel.

Example
Student: Dark.

Adult: Dark.  It is dark.   
They are in the tunnel.   
The tunnel is dark.

Read the Page

14
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Shared Reading
Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Wow… that’s pretty! Look at the tunnel.   
What do you see?   
(Open-Ended)

Wow!  You can say it.  
“Wow!”

Tell me or show me.   
What do you see?

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: (Signs pretty.)

Adult: (Signs pretty.)   
Pretty.  Wow!   
Lots of pretty colors.  
The colors are beautiful!

Example
Student: Rainbow.

Adult: Rainbow.  A rainbow  
has lots of colors.   
The tunnel has lots  
of colors.

Read the Page

15
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Shared Reading
Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Oh, no! They are lost!   
How do you think they feel?   
(Open-Ended)

“Oh, no!”   
(Make a face as you  
say “oh no,” to show  
fear or concern.)

How do they feel?   
(Provide options as needed: 
happy or sad / excited  
or scared.)

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Repeat and Respond  
by adding a little more.

Comment ... Ask ... Respond Comment ... Ask ... Respond

CAR CROWD in the CAR

Example
Student: (Copies teacher’s face.)

Adult: (Makes a face as above.)  
Oh, no!  Something  
is wrong!

Example
Student: Sad.

Adult: Sad.  They feel sad.   
They are sad that they  
are lost.  Maybe they  
are sad and scared.

Student: (Nods yes.)  Yes.
Adult: Yes?  You think they   

are scared?   
(Points to bottom picture.)   
I think he looks scared.   
I would be scared  
if I was lost.

Read the Page

16
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Transitional Students (Level 3)

Today you are going to listen to a passage  
from your graphic novel.  There will be words  
missing from some of the sentences in the passage.   
Your job is to listen to three words and choose  
the word that makes the most sense to complete  
each sentence.

Modified Cloze Maze Assessment

Emergent Students (Levels 1-2)

Today we are going to match some vocabulary  
words to pictures from your graphic novel.   
Your job is to listen to each word and choose  
the picture that shows what that word means.

Vocabulary Assessment

84

Assessment 
Level

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions
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Purpose Statement

We are going to work independently to complete an activity on equations.  Remember an  
equation is a math sentence that shows two parts are equal.  Some of you are going to identify 
more and less, some of you are going to complete equations, and some of you are going to  
make new equations.  We are working with addition, put together and subtraction, take away,  
and equations. 

Independent Practice

Math Lesson: Independent Practice
Domain  |  Expressions and Equations

Chapter 3: Into the Earth

Complete Independent Practice

Expressions & Equations
M1 • Create, compare, and combine sets

M2
• Addition/Subtraction
• Recognize symbolic patterns & sequences

M3 • Find unknown in addition or subtraction equation 
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Teacher Tip
For students who are visually impaired, provide manipulatives when completing 

math problems.  Manipulatives help students develop an understanding  
of real objects which prepares them for an understanding of numbers.
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