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Name letters and their common sounds

Before beginning to make words, have the students point  
to each letter, name it, and say its common sound. 

Make Words

Have the students make these words, then send one student  
to make each word using the big letters. DO NOT wait for  
everyone to make the word before sending someone up.  
If you keep the lesson fast-paced, students will pay better  
attention. When the word is made with the big letters, help  
students compare and contrast their words with the model  
and fix if needed. 

1. Take two letters to make the word is.   

Summertime is warm in most places.

2. Change one letter to make the two-letter word in.   

It is usually warm and sunny in Florida.

3. Change one letter to make the two-letter word an.   

I have an excellent idea. 

4. Add one letter to make the three-letter word ran.   

He ran after the criminal. 

5. Change one letter to make the three-letter word tan.   

His hat is tan. 

6. Change one letter to make the three-letter word tin.   

The sheriff wears a tin star. 

7. Add one letter to make the word tins.   

I will need more pie tins.
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8. Change one letter to make the four-letter word tans. 

The sun tans my face.

9. Keep the letters you used to spell tans.  

Move the letters around to spell ants. 

Do you see the ants?

10. Take away the letter s to spell the three-letter  

word ant.   

There is an ant on my sandwich!

Sort

Collect the letters. Then read all the words in the pocket  
chart with the students.  

1. Have the students sort the words into columns  
according to their first letter.

2. Next, sort words into columns according to how  
many letters they have.

3. Finally, find all of the words that end with the -an  
spelling pattern.  

Transfer

Say each of the following words, took and nine,  
and ask the students to decide what letter they begin with. 

Word Wall

1. Point to each word and have the students say the words.

2. Have students say each word in a sentence, clapping  
and saying each letter.
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