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The Gold Bug serves as the starting point for an integrated thematic unit focusing on a man finding a mysterious  
gold bug and a piece of parchment.

Website—myreadtopia.com 
       Videos, audio presentations, student lessons, word study lessons, teacher tools,  
       and so much more!

This thematic unit has 31 lessons.

The 20-30 minute lessons allow for  
flexible instruction throughout your day.

Teach three ELA lessons  
and one math lesson each day.

Thematic Unit: Working Together

Anchored by The Gold Bug

Content Area Topics for Working Together
Social Emotional

Teamwork
Science

Life Science—Bees, Pollination

Informational Text Types for Working Together

Math Domains for Working Together
• Geometry
• Time

• Article with a Sidebar
• Fantastic Facts
• Timeline
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This is a shortened unit intended as your first unit  
to help with understanding of how Readtopia lessons flow.

https://myreadtopia.com
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Support Your Students in Their Journey Toward Functional Literacy!
In Readtopia, students systematically acquire more sophisticated language skills.  This enables  
them to understand and remember more complex language, ask meaningful questions, and follow 
complex directions.  As they learn, expand, and apply world knowledge across a variety of content 
areas and activities, students can interact with peers and adults and participate in society more fully.

Develop Life Skills that Equip Students with Practical Tools that Foster Independence 
Students practice life skills during the Anchor portion of Readtopia lessons as they use everyday  
life examples to connect new learning to prior knowledge.  Real Life Experience project-based  
learning activities at the end of every Readtopia unit integrate practical planning, organization,  
research, speaking and listening skills related to authentic vocational and avocational opportunities 
within your classroom, school, and/or community.  And since you know your students better than 
anyone, you may have ideas that will enhance the effectiveness of the experiences provided in these 
lessons.  We encourage you to use your teaching experience and knowledge of your students— 
along with Readtopia curriculum materials and lessons—to excite and challenge them to reach their  
full potential in language and literacy.

Pre- and Post-Assessment  

Use Readtopia’s differentiated Close Reading Assessment  
as a Pre-Test to measure students’ prior knowledge  
of science, social studies and social-emotional topics.   
Then, administer the assessment again at the end  
of the unit to demonstrate student learning over the course  
of unit instruction.

Explicit Lesson Objectives and Learning Strategies
The Working Together thematic unit includes explicit  
learning objectives that provide the information you need  
to tie Readtopia Literature Comprehension, Close Reading, 
and Video Response lessons to your state standards.   
In addition, Literature Comprehension and Close Reading lessons indicate the specific learning  
strategy that is used within each lesson to actively involve students in the learning and thinking  
processes they need in order to become effective, strategic, and successful readers and learners.
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Lesson Objectives
Literature Comprehension Lessons

Lesson 2
Determine what the text says explicitly  
as well as what simple inferences must be drawn.

Lesson 7 Identify details in a text that are related to a theme or central idea.

Lesson 12
Analyze text to identify where information is explicitly stated  
and where inferences must be drawn.

Lesson 20
Recount events related to the theme or central idea,  
including details about the character and setting.

Close Reading Lessons

Lesson 5 Analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly.

Lesson 10 Recount events in the order they were presented in the text.

Lesson 18
Analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly  
as well as what inferences should be drawn.

Lesson 24
Identify a detail that elaborates upon individuals,  
events, or ideas introduced in a text.

Math Lessons

Lesson 8 Measure sides and perimeter of a rectangle.

Lesson 13 Work independently to complete a geometry activity.

Lesson 21 Use the time vocabulary—before, during, and after.

Lesson 25 Work independently to complete a time activity.

Video Lessons

Lesson 1
Identify information presented in diverse media  
and formats related to a literary text.

Lesson 4 Identify the perimeter of rectangle.

Lesson 15 Identify details related to the main idea of a video presentation.

Lesson 17 Use a clock to tell time.

Writing Lessons

Lesson 16 Write one or more reasons to support a claim about a topic or text.

Lesson 23 Introduce a topic and write to convey ideas and information about it.

3
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*AAC Core Vocabulary Words

Sight Words Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6
before Pgs. 14, 20, 25

by Pgs. 9-10 Pgs. 11, 20, 32 Pgs. 16, 20, 32

he* Pgs. 9-12 Pgs. 9-11, 13 Pgs. 9, 11, 13-14

on* Pgs. 6, 12 Pgs. 5-6, 15-16, 21 Pgs. 5, 15-16, 17, 20

said Pgs. 7-11 Pgs. 7-8, 11-13 Pgs. 7, 11-14

very Pgs. 13, 15, 17

Sight Words
The following is a list of sight words specific to The Gold Bug.   
The pages where these words are located within the graphic novel  
will help you teach these words in context.  Locate word cards  
of the sight words on the website under the Unit Resources Tab  
and ideas to support your instruction in the Curriculum Guide.

Time Geometry
before side

during perimeter

after

Vocabulary Tips
Locate and print cards on the website  
under the Unit Resources Tab to help build  
your students’ vocabulary skills.
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Lesson PlanWorking Together  |  The Gold Bug

Lesson Type Lesson Title Located Completed

Part 1: Wolf

1 Video Lesson: The Gold Bug Pgs. 8-11

2
Literature Comprehension Lesson 
Comprehension Strategy  |  Match Characters  
                                               with Descriptions

Pgs. 12-15

3
Alphabet Instruction Lesson: Learning Letters  
or Phonics Lesson: Making Words  
or Word Study Lesson: Slice and Dice**

Pgs. 16-17

4 Math Video Lesson: Geometry Pgs. 18-20

5 Close Reading Lesson 
Fantastic Facts  |  Bees Pgs. 21-22

6 Independent Reading/Shared Reading Lesson 
Graphic Novels Pgs. 23-24

Part 2: The Gold Bug

7 Literature Comprehension Lesson 
Comprehension Strategy  |  Claim / Evidence Pgs. 25-27

8 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Geometry Pgs. 28-31

9
Alphabet Instruction Lesson: Learning Letters  
or Phonics Lesson: Making Words  
or Word Study Lesson: Word in a Word**

See Lesson 3  
(Pgs. 16-17)

10 Close Reading Lesson 
Timeline  |  Life Cycle of a Honey Bee Pgs. 32-34

11

Independent Reading/Shared Reading Lesson 
Graphic Novels

See Lesson 6  
(Pgs. 23-24)

Modified Cloze Maze / Vocabulary Assessment Pgs. 35-36

Lesson Type Key

**Word Study Answer Key found on Pg. 79

Video  
Lesson

Writing  
Lesson

Real Life Experience  
Activity

Close Reading  
Lesson

AssessmentGraphic  
Novels

Literature Comprehension 
Lesson

Phonics Lesson /  
Word Study

Independent  
Reading Tool

Math  
Lesson
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Lesson Plan Working Together  |  The Gold Bug

Lesson Type Lesson Title Located Completed

Part 3: The Map

12 Literature Comprehension Lesson 
Comprehension Strategy  |  Identify Details Pgs. 37-40

13 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Geometry Pg. 41

14
Alphabet Instruction Lesson: Learning Letters  
or Phonics Lesson: Making Words  
or Word Study Lesson: Word+Word**

See Lesson 3  
(Pgs. 16-17)

15 Video Lesson: Bees and Pollination Pgs. 42-44

16 Writing Lesson: Argument Pgs. 45-47

17 Math Video Lesson: Time Pgs. 48-50

18 Close Reading Lesson 
Article with a Sidebar  |  Pollination Pgs. 51-53

19 Independent Reading/Shared Reading Lesson 
Graphic Novels

See Lesson 6  
(Pgs. 23-24)

Part 4: The Treasure Hunt

20 Literature Comprehension Lesson 
Comprehension Strategy  |  Retell a Story Pgs. 54-56

21 Math Lesson: Hands-On Application 
Domain  |  Time Pgs. 57-60

22
Alphabet Instruction Lesson: Learning Letters  
or Phonics Lesson: Making Words  
or Word Study Lesson: Word Builder**

See Lesson 3  
(Pgs. 16-17)

23 Writing Lesson: Descriptive Pgs. 61-64

24 Close Reading Lesson 
Article with a Sidebar  |  Teamwork Pgs. 65-66

25 Math Lesson: Independent Practice 
Domain  |  Time Pg. 67

26

Independent Reading/Shared Reading Lesson 
Graphic Novels

See Lesson 6  
(Pgs. 23-24)

Modified Cloze Maze / Vocabulary Assessment Pgs. 68-69
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Lesson Type Lesson Title Located Completed

End-of-Unit Activities

27 End-of-Book Assessment /  
Close Reading Assessment Pgs. 70-71

28 Math Unit Assessment Pg. 72

29 Real Life Experience Activity

Pgs. 73-7830 Real Life Experience Activity

31 Real Life Experience Activity

Learn as You Teach
Whether you’ve been using Readtopia successfully for a while  
or you are preparing to teach your very first thematic unit,  
this Working Together thematic unit is designed to support you!

Only within the Working Together unit will you find highlighted annotations   
to help you implement instruction successfully and with confidence.   
Carefully read through each lesson to learn about:

• How lessons use research-based instructional strategies  
designed specifically for students with special learning needs

• What you should do when implementing Readtopia lessons to ensure maximum success

• Where you can find additional resources on the Readtopia website to support instruction  
and assessment
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Don’t have enough time to complete a longer thematic unit 
before the holidays or the end of the school year?   

This short thematic unit can be taught in as little as 3-4 weeks!
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Activate Background Knowledge

Before a new movie comes to a movie 
theater, we start to see commercials 
about that movie.  We call these  
commercials “movie previews.”   
Let’s look at one of these commercials.  
See if you can guess what movie  
this preview is about.

Show a movie preview for a movie your students  
have likely seen or that they are familiar with.   
For example:

Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iDA4_-TESM

Black Panther 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjDjIWPwcPU

Avengers: Infinity War 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjDjIWPwcPU

Harry Potter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKSB0gXl9dw

Incredibles 2 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5qOzqD9Rms

What movie is this preview about? 
Pause for student responses.

Does the preview tell us the whole story? 
Pause for student responses.

No!  The preview tells us a little bit about the movie.  It might tell  
us about the characters.  It might tell us where the movie happens.   
This is also called the setting of the movie.  The preview shows  
us just enough of the story to make us want to see the movie!

ANCHOR

Video Lesson: The Gold Bug
Topic  |  Preview of the story, The Gold Bug

Objective  |  Identify information presented in diverse  
media and formats related to a literary text.

Videos Support Reading  
Comprehension!

Readtopia Video Lessons build  
background knowledge, introduce  
new vocabulary and help students  
form accurate mental models  
of key unit content and concepts.   
Some videos show scenes from  
the anchor literature.  Others introduce 
students to science and social studies 
content related to unit literature  
and Close Reading content.

Objective

Clear objectives let you align 
lessons to your alternate  
state standards so you can  
easily write and track IEP goals.

Anchor

A whole group activity that guides  
students to identify personal  
connections to video-related concepts, 
preparing them to purposefully  
engage with the video content.

8

Keyword Glossary

movie preview

A movie preview shows  
you some interesting or 
exciting parts of a movie.   
Movie previews try  
to make you want to see  
the movie.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iDA4_-TESM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjDjIWPwcPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjDjIWPwcPU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKSB0gXl9dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5qOzqD9Rms
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Pass Out The Gold Bug Video Sheets

Watch the video from beginning to end without stopping  
to provide an engaging and cohesive viewing experience  
that best supports student engagement and comprehension.

Watch the Video

Watch

Purpose Statement

We are beginning a new reading unit.  As part of our new unit,  
we are going to read the book, The Gold Bug.  Before we begin  
reading, we are going to see a preview about the story.   
Watch the video to learn a little bit about The Gold Bug.

Read the Purpose Statement aloud  
to provide the lesson objective  
in student language related directly  
to video content.

Watch with a Clear Purpose

Be sure to allow students  
to watch the complete video 
from beginning to end, without 
interruption.  Before viewing, 
remind students of the  
Purpose Statement to help  
them focus attention on specific 
key concept(s) introduced  
in the video.

9
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We watched a video preview.  The video showed us a little bit  
of The Gold Bug story.  Did the video make you want to read  
the book?  Why or why not?

Pause for student responses.

Hand out leveled Video Response Sheets according to reading level.   
Work in small groups to view and discuss pictures from the video.

Let’s think about the story of The Gold Bug.  What did we learn?   
Look for details in the pictures to help you remember and tell  
your partner what you learned.

In order to prepare students for the discrepancies between  
the video and the book text, explain these differences as follows:

We learned a lot about the story of The Gold Bug!  The video helps  
us to imagine where the story happens and think about what the  
characters might look like and sound like.  But there is one important 
thing that we need to know.  Books and movies about the books  
are not the same.

Good readers make pictures of a story’s setting and characters  
in their minds.  When different people read a book, they imagine  
what the characters look like.  They imagine how the characters act.  
They imagine the setting—or the time and place where the story  
happens. 

The person who made this video about The Gold Bug, is sharing  
what he imagined when he read the book.  So, some of the people  
and things that happen in the video are different from what we will  
read in the book!

As we read The Gold Bug, see if you think the video matches  
the book.  We will talk about these differences more as we read  
each part of the book.  How many differences can you find?

Apply Apply

Leveled Video Response sheets 
should be handed out after 
watching the video.  Students 
work in small groups based  
on reading level to remember, 
respond to and discuss what 
they have learned.

NOTE: Students may watch  
the video multiple times  
as needed to support their  
small group interactions 
related to the Video Response 
Sheets.  If students show  
interest in talking about  
the video in more depth,  
don’t hesitate to provide  
the next highest level  
of response sheet to support 
further discussion.

10
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Included are eight screen shots from the video  
to help with your classroom discussion.

Larger versions for students are available  
at myreadtopia.com.

Extend the Learning  
with Video Screenshots

Additional still images from each video 
provide multiple opportunities  
for extended learning activities.   
For example, using this video  
that previews the anchor literature,  
The Gold Bug:
• Describe the setting or character(s)
• Match characters with their names
• Sequence events
• Let students choose an image  

as a writing prompt

11
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Literature Comprehension Lesson
Part 1: Wolf 

Comprehension Strategy  |   
Match Characters with Descriptions 

Objective  |  Determine what the text says explicitly  
as well as what simple inferences  
must be drawn

Activate Background  
Knowledge

1. Do you know any adults at school?  
Let’s name two or three adults  
we know at school. 
 
Write student answers  
on the board or chart paper.

2. Now, let’s think of words or phrases that describe  
<name of person>, or tell what (he / she) is like.   
 
Write the words or phrases students suggest next to the person’s 
name.  Repeat this exercise for each of the remaining names.

ANCHOR

Display or project the activity  
Match Characters with Descriptions.

Teacher Preparation

Match Characters with Descriptions 
Worksheet

Literature Comprehension:  
Anchor-Read-Apply

The whole group Anchor-Read-Apply  
instructional approach to Guided Reading  
teaches students how to comprehend 
text.  Lesson design, along with the 
repetition of comprehension strategies 
across thematic units, builds students’  
precursor skills toward meeting 
grade-level standards.

Comprehension Strategy

Each lesson models and teaches a single 
comprehension strategy.  Strategies 
are repeated across multiple units  
to provide ongoing distributed learning 
opportunities.

Objective

Clear objectives let you align 
lessons to your alternate  
state standards so you can  
easily write and track IEP goals.

Anchor

Guides students to activate and / or 
build background knowledge and prepare 
to purposefully engage with the story.

12

Instructional Terms

describe

to say what someone  
or something is like

narrator

a person who tells the story
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3. You used what you already know about these people to think  
of words or phrases that describe them.  Good readers find  
and remember words that describe the characters in a story.

Purpose Statement

In Part 1, you will learn about three characters.  One character  
is the person who is telling the story.  This person is called  
the narrator.  We will also learn about two other characters:  
a man named Jupiter and a man named Legrand.  Read so you can 
match each character with the words and phrases that describe them.

Read the Purpose Statement to provide 
the lesson objective in student language 
related directly to chapter content.

IMPORTANT

Guided reading teaches students  how  to comprehend text.  Stopping to ask questions 
about story content not related to the Purpose Statement reduces student  
engagement and interferes with the development and application of effective  
comprehension strategies.

Read Part 1 of the Conventional Level 7 book aloud OR  
listen to the audio presentation located on the website lesson page.  
Stop no more than once to remind students that they are reading  
to find and remember words and phrases that describe the three 
characters in the story. 

Read
Read

Students listen to chapter text  
from beginning to end for a single, 
specific purpose. 

Audio book professional narration increases  
student engagement and models fluent reading.   
Carefully-chosen graphics help students construction 
mental models and support listening comprehension.

13
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After Reading Task

1. Display or project the activity  
Match Characters  
with Descriptions.

2. I will read the name of a character.  
Then, I will read the descriptions,  
or words that tell us something  
important about each character.  
When I have read all of the choices,  
we will vote on which words  
or phrases best describe  
that character.

3. As a whole group, have students 
vote (raise their hand, look up,  
give thumbs up) to match the  
descriptions to the characters.   
 
Number 1 is the Narrator. 
 
Point to number 1. 
 
Remember, the narrator is the man who tells the story.   
Now, listen as I read the three descriptions. 
 
Point to each description as you read it. 
 
Now, listen as I read each description again.  When you hear  
the words that describe the narrator, signal to show which words 
or phrases you think describe the character.

 Read each description again if necessary.  Write the letter of the 
correct answer on the line next to number 1.  Continue with the 
other two characters.

Apply

Match Characters with Descriptions 
Worksheet

Apply

Students work together to complete  
a task related to the Purpose Statement.   
Printable materials including activity  
sheets (as shown here) and / or 
manipulatives such as sentence strips 
support full inclusion of students  
at all ability levels.

NOTE: Lessons are designed to encourage  
students to interact, share ideas  
and opinions, and benefit from each 
other’s contributions to the discussion. 
Manipulatives help you include  
and support students with limited 
communication abilities.

14
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4. As a whole group, work with students to complete  
the sentence.   
 
 Jupiter is a kind man because he  
 _____________________________________.   
 
 (takes care of Legrand, cooks and cleans  
 for Legrand, goes hunting for bugs with Legrand,  
 worries about Legrand, etc.)

Follow-up and Feedback

Return to the text to confirm answers and add additional information  
you find there.

Follow-up and Feedback

Provide informative feedback 
as you return to the text  
and work together to check, 
confirm and / or modify  
answers.  Stress to students 
that good readers regularly  
go back to the text to check, 
correct and celebrate  
their work.

15



Lesson 3

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Working Together  |  The Gold Bug

Working Together  |  The Gold Bug

Students with complex instructional needs, who all reside in a single classroom, require differentiated  
phonics instruction at their individual levels.  Readtopia‘s Phonics Instruction enables you to address  
the needs of all your learners in every Phonics Instruction block by setting up stations around your classroom 
where different instruction and activities are being carried out.

Word Study Lessons are aimed at meeting the instructional needs of your Conventional level students.  
These lessons are designed to further students’ abilities to decode words with multiple syllables  
by attending to prefixes, suffixes, and roots.  The goal is for students to move beyond single syllable words 
while building curiosity in words.  Students learn to generalize that knowledge and apply those strategies 
when approaching unknown and more difficult words.

The book-specific Word Study Lessons are located within each Thematic Unit.  
Under the Unit Resources Tab (located on the left-hand side), scroll to the  
bottom of the page to see printable lessons.

Phonics Instruction

16

Slice and Dice

Word+Word Word Builder

Word in a Word
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Making Words Lessons address the needs of your Transitional  
level students.  These lessons are based on the work of Dr. Patricia 
Cunningham and have been modified to address the needs of students 
with significant disabilities.  They focus on decoding single-syllable 
words.  The intent is for students to read and spell single syllable words.

Making Words Lessons are located under the Resources tab,  
located in the top navigation bar on the homepage of the  
Readtopia website.

Phonics Instruction

Learning Letters offer teachers an explicit approach to alphabet  
instruction for Emergent level students.  These lessons use an adapted 
Enhanced Alphabetic Knowledge routine developed by Jones  
and colleagues (2013), which include strategies by Erickson  
and Koppenhaver (2019).  These explicit and effective instruction  
lessons of letter names, shapes, and sounds also focus on the  
application and use of alphabetic knowledge.

Designed to be taught daily, Learning Letters lessons present  
a new letter each day.  A consistent 4-step instructional routine  
is repeated over the course of five instructional cycles.  Each cycle  
varies the order of letter instruction based on features that make  
letters easier—or harder—to learn.  Unique practice activities  
included in each of the five cycles engage students in the application 
and use of alphabet knowledge, and provide variety within the context  
of a consistent instructional routine. 

The Learning Letters approach to teaching alphabetic knowledge provides repetition and practice  
that is distributed over time to support deeper learning, application and use (Jones & Reutzel, 2012).

Alphabet Instruction

17

Important!
The words in each lesson are presented in a prescribed order 
using specific wording, and should not be changed randomly.

Important!
Phonics Instruction activities are recommended for students reading at individualized  

reading levels. These levels often overlap, requiring that a student be moved to a more  
or less difficult phonics activity level to ensure growth and success. Use your knowledge  

and observation of your students to identify when such a shift will benefit them.
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Purpose Statement

Today, we will learn about the perimeter of a shape.  In the video,  
you will see William Legrand.  He has a piece of parchment paper.   
He has to measure the perimeter of the paper to see if it will fit  
in his pocket.  Let’s watch the video.  See if you can answer this  
question.  Is the perimeter of the paper the length of one side  
or is the perimeter of the paper the length of all the sides?

Discussion Questions

Let’s talk about the video.

1. What was the video about?

2. What was your favorite part?

3. Is the perimeter the length of one side or the length of all the sides? 

If needed: 
Draw a square on chart paper or the board.

Let’s say I want to know the perimeter of this square. What do I do? 

Challenge Questions 

(Use these if you think your students need additional questions  
to increase the length of the lesson and overall complexity)

4. What was the perimeter of the parchment paper?

5. Was the parchment paper small enough to fit in William Legrand’s 
pocket?

Anchor

Watch

MATH Video Lesson: Geometry 
Domain  |  Geometry

Part 1: Wolf

Video

To ensure maximum comprehension, 
watch the video completely through 
without stopping.

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement provides a 
lesson objective in student language. 
Students are posed with a question 
or statement to guide their thinking 
during the video. 

Discussion Questions

Discussion questions are  
consistent throughout units  
to provide students repetition 
with variety.  Students have  
the opportunity to answer  
a familiar question with  
a new and different answer.

18
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We have two new vocabulary words 
to learn today.  The first word is side. 

Hold up picture of side.

Look at this shape.  It’s a square.   
A square has four sides  
and the sides are connected.   
There are no openings.  Since there 
are no openings, we say that the 
shape is closed.  A side is a straight 
line on a shape that is closed. 

Hold up picture of side and show how all of the lines are connected.

Hold up the picture of perimeter.

Our next vocabulary word is perimeter.  We measure all the sides  
on a closed shape to find the perimeter.

Now, we are going to play a vocabulary game.  Our vocabulary game 
includes our new math words.  It also includes some words from  
our last math lesson.  First, I will give you some pictures.  Then I will  
say a word.  I want you to find the right picture for each word.  Ready?

Hold up the word perimeter. 

The first word is perimeter.  Find perimeter.

Hold up the word Sullivan’s Island. 

The next word is Sullivan’s Island.  Find Sullivan’s Island.

Hold up the word side. 

The next word is side.  Find side.

Hold up the word hut. 

The last word is hut.  Find hut.

Great job! Y ou learned about two important words today.   
You learned about side, and you learned about perimeter.   
Remember that a side is a straight line on a shape that is closed.  
Perimeter is the distance around a shape that is closed. 

Vocabulary Instruction

SUMMARY QUIZ

Vocabulary Instruction

During the first lesson in each math 
unit, initial vocabulary instruction 
reviews words from the Readtopia  
Thematic Unit gives students the  
opportunity to practice using  
vocabulary words in a different context. 

TIP: Cut the word and picture cards 
apart before the lesson begins.   
This is an integral step to teaching  
the words effectively as described.

Summary Quiz

The Summary Quiz is a whole 
group vocabulary game where 
students match word cards  
to picture cards.  Matching  
the word cards to the picture 
cards reinforces students’ 
knowledge of the vocabulary 
words and supports their  
understanding of the visuals 
that represent these words. 
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Challenge Activity

(Use these if you think your students need additional questions  
to increase the length of the lesson and overall complexity.)

Read a definition and have the students find the correct picture card.  
Example: Show me the picture that means a number of people  
or things that are close together. The students would then select  
the picture for group.

Challenge Activity

The challenge activity is designed  
to support students who need  
an additional level of complexity.   
Use this activity to increase the  
length and difficulty of your lesson.
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Activate Background Knowledge

Display the picture of a person eating honey OR pass out  
a sample of honey on a small cracker to each student.

Who likes to eat honey?   
Pause for student responses.

Can anyone tell me where honey comes from?   
Pause for student responses: the store, a jar, bees make it, etc.

Display and point to the picture of a bee. 

What is this?   
Pause for student responses.

Yes!  This is a bee.  Have you ever seen a bee?   
Pause for student responses.

Where did you see it?  What was the bee doing?   
Pause for student responses.

Purpose Statement

In the story The Gold Bug, Legrand loves to study bugs and insects.  Bees are insects.   
Do you think Legrand would like to learn some facts about bees?   
Pause for responses.

Would you like to learn more facts about bees?   
Pause for responses.

Today, we will read to learn some fantastic facts about bees.

ANCHOR

Close Reading Lesson
Fantastic Facts  |  Bees

Objective  |  Analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly.

• Display a picture of a person eating honey (as shown).
• Prepare to display a picture of a bee (as shown).
• OPTIONAL: Provide a sample of honey on a small cracker  

for each student.

Teacher Preparation

Anchor Activity Images

21

Instructional Terms

fact

something that is true
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We read some fantastic facts about bees.  Turn the page over  
and let’s see what we learned.  Remember that you can turn back  
to the front page to find and check your answers!

Work in small groups to read / re-read the article and complete the On-the-Back Activity  
at students’ individual reading levels.

Extension

Make a list of favorite Fantastic Facts:
• Have each student share his or her favorite fact about bees.
• List the favorite facts on the board or chart paper.
• Next to each fact, write the name of the students who named it as their favorite.

Use the Successful Strategies adult tip sheets  
to support instruction.

As a whole group, use the Transitional Level 3-4  
or Conventional Level 5 Fantastic Facts.

APPLY

READ

Pass Out Close Reading Passage

22

Keyword Glossary

bee

a kind of insect

beehive

a place where  
some bees live

honey

a sweet, sticky liquid  
made by bees
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In the cycle of Thematic Unit lessons, Independent/Guided/Shared Reading appears every 3-4 lessons  
following the whole group Literature Chapter Comprehension Lesson(s).  During this important lesson time, 
students have the opportunity to re-read literature chapter content at the reading levels, and with the  
picture support, that will most effectively foster fluent reading, enhance student confidence, and build  
reading stamina.

Here’s how it works at each level:

Independent Reading Practice for Conventional Readers  
(Levels 5-7)

To ensure a successful independent reading experience, provide students  
with the leveled reading materials that match the reading level you identified  
for them using the Readtopia Placement Tool (Graphic Novels for Conventional 
5 & 6, Start-to-Finish Library book for Conventional 7).

During this independent reading time, be sure to have deskside conferences 
with individual students to listen to their reading, praise progress, and offer 
guidance.

Independent/Guided/Shared Reading Lesson

23

The Readtopia Curriculum Guide, located in the navigation 
bar at the top of the website homepage, provides video 
and text support for effective instructional strategy use.

Important!
For students reading at ALL levels:

•  Provide each student with their own copy of the graphic novel.
•  If a student is struggling, offer a lower level graphic novel 
   to build confidence.
•  If a student needs additional challenges, offer a higher level 
   graphic novel.
•  Encourage students to bring their books home to read to family  
   members.
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Guided Reading Lesson for Transitional Readers (Levels 3-4)

Give each student the graphic novel that matches the reading level you identified for them  
using the Readtopia Placement Tool. 

At both Transitional levels, the sentence structure remains simple, but the number of sentences  
per page increases intentionally to build students’ reading volume and self-confidence.  Support students  
as they work individually to read the text at their placement level.  Student familiarity with the story chapter 
read during the Literature Comprehension lesson and modeled reading helps build success.

Shared Reading Lesson for Emergent Readers (Levels 1-2)

Use the Emergent Level 2 graphic novel to engage students at Emergent levels 
1 and 2 in a group shared reading experience, during which the teacher reads 
to students.  Be sure to help students “notice” familiar words and concepts, 
point out key story vocabulary, think aloud about the information in the pictures, 
and make personal connections to the story.

Using Readtopia Leveled Graphic Novels for Multiple Shared,  
Guided, and Independent Reading Experiences

Reading and re-reading leveled graphic novel chapter text multiple times for 
multiple purposes allows students to dive into the story’s meaning.

• Identify story elements like setting, chracters, and plot

• Make connections between the story and students’  
personal experiences

• Teach vocabulary appropriate to students’ differentiated reading  
comprehension abilities

• Prepare students to read more complex text in the future

Independent Reading Tools
Use the Independent Reading Tool (IRT) each time students read their  
graphic novel.  This tool guides readers to make connections to the story  
and to track their reading volume.  Use the same IRT during the reading  
of the whole book to get a cumulative picture of a student’s progress.

You will find this student tool under the Resources tab,  
located in the navigation bar at the top of the Readtopia homepage.

24
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Apply Activity: Print and cut apart  
the Claim and Evidence Cards.

Teacher Preparation

Literature Comprehension Lesson
Part 2: The Gold Bug 

Comprehension Strategy  |  Claim / Evidence 

Objective  |  Identify details in a text that are related  
to a theme or central idea.

Claim and Evidence Cards

Instructional Terms

Academic vocabulary aligned to  
ELA alternate standards are defined, 
used and demonstrated again and again 
across lessons and thematic units.  
Encourage students to use these terms 
within the context of Readtopia lessons 
as well as across all areas of content 
instruction as appropriate.

Activate Background Knowledge

1. Write the following sentence frame 
on the board or chart paper.   

___________________________  

because  

___________________________. 

ANCHOR

Claim

Evidence
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Instructional Terms

claim

A claim is something 
someone says that  
he or she wants you  
to believe.  Some claims  
are not true.

evidence

any information that  
causes you to believe  
(or proves) that something 
is true

Print on cardstock  
or heavy paper to make  

it easier for students  
to handle the cards.
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Read Part 2 of the Conventional Level 7  
book aloud OR listen to the audio presentation located  
on the website lesson page.  Stop no more than once  
to remind students that they are reading to find evidence  
that Legrand is going crazy.

Read

Claim

Evidence

2. Define and give an example of a Claim.

 When someone says something that they want you to believe  
is true, they are making a claim.

 Point to the word Claim.

 Let’s talk about an example.  Josh’s teacher says,  
“Josh is a good student.”  This is a claim.  Let’s write  
the teacher’s claim on the board / chart.

 Josh is a good student because  

______________________________________________. 

3. Define and brainstorm examples of evidence to support the claim.

 When you make a claim, it is important to give reasons— 
or evidence—to show that your claim is true.

 Point to the word Evidence.

 What evidence do you think the teacher might have to show  
that Josh is a good student?

 Pause for student responses (for example, listens, works hard,  
asks questions, follows directions). Write one response above  
the word Evidence to complete the sentence.

Purpose Statement

In Part 2 of The Gold Bug, Legrand tells the narrator about  
the gold bug.  Jupiter claims that Legrand is going crazy.   
But what evidence does Jupiter have to show that Legrand  
is going crazy?  Read Part 2 to find words and phrases  
that may show that Legrand is going crazy.

Scripted Instructional Content

Readtopia lessons are clearly 
scripted in a “say this… do this” 
format to facilitate consistency  
of strategy instruction  
implementation across all lesson  
types.  Careful attention  
has been paid to vocabulary 
and syntax to ensure student 
comprehension, participation 
and success.

Purpose Statement

Clear, concise statements are designed 
to be read aloud to students:
• before reading to focus students’ 

listening on specific content
• one time during reading to remind 

students of what they are listening for
• after reading as an introduction  

to the Apply activity
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After Reading Task

1. Write the words Claim and Evidence on the board as shown. 

2. Place the card (Legrand is going crazy) below the word  
Claim as shown.

3. Have each student pick one Evidence Card.  Read each card  
aloud to the class.  (Or have students read the card themselves  
if they are able to do so.)

4. I am going to make a sentence  
with each Evidence Card.   
Listen to the sentence as I read  
it out loud.  Raise your hand  
(look up, or give me a thumbs up)  
if you think that the evidence supports  
the claim that Legrand is going crazy.

 Place each evidence card below  
the word Evidence as shown.   
Read the claim with the evidence card 
selected (i.e., Legrand is going crazy  
because …. all Legrand thinks and talks 
about is gold).  Encourage students  
to explain their choices.   
Discard Evidence Cards that do not  
show that Legrand is going crazy.

Apply
Apply

As you work together as a group 
to complete the activity, allow 
students to come to a consensus  
on their responses to the 
activity. When the group selects 
an incorrect response after 
appropriate discussion, let the 
answer remain.  Then, use the 
Follow-up and Feedback process 
to check and correct responses.

Claim

Legrand  
is going crazy.

All Legrand  
thinks and talks 
about is gold.

Legrand  
was gone  

all night with 
Wolf and the 

gold bug.

Legrand  
has not been 

the same since 
being bit by  

the bug.

Legrand  
looked like  

he was reading  
a blank sheet 

of paper.

Evidence

because

Follow-up and Feedback

Return to the text to confirm answers  
and add additional information  
you find there.
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Activate Background Knowledge

1. Play video from previous lesson.

2. Write the words side and perimeter on the chart paper or board.

3. Draw several rectangles on the board.

4. Explain the definition of a rectangle.

a. Rectangle: a rectangle has four sides.  Each side of a rectangle  
    is the same length as the opposite side.  A rectangle has four  
    right angles.

5. Remind students of the following definitions:

a. Side: a straight line on a shape that is closed.

b. Perimeter: the distance around a shape that is closed.

6. Ask students to explain and identify the sides of the rectangles.

7. Ask students to explain and identify the perimeter of the rectangles.

Purpose Statement

Let’s work together to pick out some maps.   
Then, let’s measure the sides and the perimeter.  

Students work together to select maps provided by the teacher,  
identify and measure the sides of the maps using standard  
or non-standard measuring tools, and determine the perimeter.

ANCHOR

math lesson: Hands-On Application
Domain  |  Geometry 

Part 2: The Gold Bug

Lesson Materials

Most lessons require additional  
materials that should be gathered  
ahead of time.  It is important to read 
the Hands-On Application lessons  
in advance and collect the material 
necessary to complete the lesson.

TIP: Save the materials, as they will 
likely be used in a future lesson.

Anchor

The anchor activity introduces  
new vocabulary and guides students 
to activate and / or build background 
knowledge.  This prepares students  
to purposefully engage with the lesson.

Purpose Statement

Read the Purpose Statement 
aloud to clearly communicate 
the lesson objective in student 
language.
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Find the Perimeter Activity

During this portion of the lesson, students are divided into four groups 
based on ability.  Differentiated instruction is delivered in small groups.

We are going to work together to choose some maps.   
Then we are going to find their sides and their perimeter.   

Group 1 (M1)

Have students select a map that will be used for the lesson.   
Remind students that the shape of the maps are rectangles.  

Look at the rectangles I drew on the board.  Let’s find some maps  
that are rectangles.  Here is a map of a / an (island).  This map  
is a rectangle.  Remember a rectangle is a shape with four sides.  
Each side of a rectangle is the same length as the side across  
from it.  Can you find a map you like?  First, show me a side  
of the rectangle.

Check for correctness.

Now, show me the perimeter of the rectangle.

Check for correctness.  Repeat if necessary.

Group 2 (M2-M3)

Have students select maps that will be used in the rest of the  
lesson.  Ask students to select at least three maps of different  
sizes.  Remind students that the shape of the maps are rectangles.   
Have three cut outs of another shape (e.g. triangles of different  
sizes).  Ask students to match the shapes that are the same. 

Look at the rectangles I drew on the board.  Let’s find some maps  
that are rectangles.  Here is a picture of a / an (island).  This picture  
is a rectangle.  Remember a rectangle is a shape with four sides.  
Each side of a rectangle is the same length as the side across from it.  
Can you find a map you like?  First, show me a side of the rectangle.

Check for correctness.

Now, show me the perimeter of the rectangle.

Check for correctness.  Repeat if necessary.

I am going to add two more shapes.

Mix up the shapes.

Match the shapes that are the same.

Check for correctness.  Repeat if necessary.

Apply
Apply

During the Apply portion  
of the lesson, students work  
in small groups to complete 
a task related to the lesson 
purpose.

Groups 1-4

Lessons are designed to accommodate 
students in four different groups.   
Providing differentiated instruction 
allows teachers to target particular 
skills based on student ability.
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Group 3 (M4)

Have students select a map that will be used for the lesson.  Have students use non-standard 
measuring tools (e.g. popsicle sticks, pencils, pipe cleaners, blocks) to determine the length  
of the sides and perimeter.  Remind students that there should not be any gaps or overlapping  
in their measuring tools.  Have students measure the sides and write the lengths down  
on a sheet of paper.  Have students add the four numbers to determine the perimeter.

Look at the rectangles I drew on the board.  Let’s find some maps that are rectangles.   
Here is a picture of a / an (island).  This picture is a rectangle.  Remember a rectangle  
is a shape with four sides.  Each side of a rectangle is the same length as the side across  
from it.  Can you find a map you like?

Give students time to select a map.

Now that we have our rectangles, let’s measure the sides and the perimeter.   
Measure the side and count how many (non-standard measuring tools) it is.

Have students do this for each of the four sides.

Now, let’s add the four sides together and find the perimeter.

Group 4 (M5-M6)

Have students select a map that will be used for the lesson.  Have students use standard 
measuring tools (e.g. ruler, tape measure) to determine the length of the sides and perimeter.  
Have students measure the sides and write the lengths down on a sheet of paper.   
Have students add the four numbers to determine the perimeter. 

Look at the rectangles I drew on the board.  Let’s find some maps that are rectangles.   
Here is a picture of a / an (island).  This picture is a rectangle.  Remember a rectangle  
is a shape with four sides.  Each side of a rectangle is the same length as the side across  
from it.  Can you find a map you like?

Give students time to select a map.

Now that we have our rectangles, let’s measure the sides and the perimeter.   
Measure the side and count how many (inches) it is.

Have students do this for each of the four sides.

Now, let’s add the four sides to find the perimeter.

30

If you can't find maps of different sizes,  
print maps on standard sheets of paper and cut them  

up to be different sizes.  Create your own maps!
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Share student findings of both standard and non-standard  
measuring tools. 

We worked together to find rectangle maps and identify the sides  
and perimeter.  Don’t forget, a side is a straight line on a shape  
that is closed.  The perimeter is the distance around a shape  
that is closed.

Give examples of side and perimeter lengths that students found  
during the lesson.

Follow-Up Follow-Up

The Follow-Up provides a time 
to share student findings, 
restate the lesson purpose,  
and review the lesson  
vocabulary.  As you review 
lesson vocabulary, be sure  
to point to graphic examples 
that provide visual support.   
For example:
• Display a rectangle  

on the board.
• Point to a side  

as you define the term.
• Trace the perimeter  

of the rectangle  
as you define the term.
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Activate Background Knowledge

Today we are going to read a timeline.  
A timeline has dates and information  
on it.  The dates tell us when things 
happened.  The timeline lets us see 
how things change over time.  You can make timelines about  
all sorts of things.  I’ve started a timeline.  This timeline shows  
different times in the life of a person named Luca.

Point to the timeline you have prepared.  Read the ages written  
on the timeline from left to right.  Point to each place on the  
timeline as you read.

We read a timeline from left to right, the same way we read  
words in a book.  This timeline is going to show what happens  
to Luca at different ages: 6 months, age 6, and age 13.   
Next, we will tell what happens to Luca at each age.

ANCHOR

Close Reading Lesson
Timeline  |  Life Cycle of a Honey Bee

Objective  |  Recount events in the order  
they were presented in the text.

• On the board or chart paper, create a short timeline as shown.

• On large sticky notes or half-sheets of paper,  
write the following sentences:

• Luca gets his first tooth.
• Luca loses his first tooth.
• Luca has all of his teeth.

Teacher Preparation

Age 3

Luca’s Smile

Age 136 Months

Teacher Preparation

All of the materials required  
to implement each lesson are clearly  
described, often with thumbnail  
examples.  You can be confident that 
you have everything you need to deliver 
a successful learning experience  
to your students. 

NOTE: Don’t forget that you can use 
the Readtopia Print Center to pre-print 
lesson materials at the beginning  
of every unit to streamline the process!

Instructional Terms

Academic vocabulary aligned 
to ELA alternate standards are 
defined, used and demonstrated 
again and again across lessons 
and thematic units.  Encourage 
students to use these terms 
within the context of Readtopia 
lessons as well as across  
all areas of content instruction 
as appropriate.

Anchor

The Readtopia Functional Life Skills 
Framework identifies competencies  
and sub-competencies addressed  
by Anchor activities in each thematic 
unit.  You’ll find the Framework  
right next to the Teacher Guide  
on the Unit Resources page.
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Instructional Terms

timeline

a picture that shows  
when important things  
happened over time
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Pass Out Close Reading Passage

I’m going to read some sentences about Luca.  Listen for the sentence  
that tells about Luca when he is 6 months old.  When you hear that sentence,  
tell me.  You can raise your hand, look up, or give me a thumbs up.  Ready?

NOTE: If the group does not agree, work with each option to decide what would  
normally happen to a person at the age of 6 months.  As you work, focus on the concept  
of what happens to a person at different times of life.

Repeat the process for ages 6 and 13, matching the sentence to the age  
at which the event would most likely happen.

This timeline helps us to see important things that happen to Luca as he gets older.   
Let’s read our timeline from left to right!

Point to each age and corresponding event as you read them aloud.

Purpose Statement

Today we are going to read a timeline.  This timeline tells us about the life cycle of a honey bee.   
It helps us to see and understand how the honey bee changes from an egg into an adult bee.

Age 3

Luca’s Smile

Age 136 Months

First tooth Loses first tooth Has most adult teeth
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Use the Successful Strategies 
adult tip sheets to support  
instruction.

READ
Provide More Support  
Using Multiple Levels of Text

Are one or more of your students 
struggling to read text based  
on their assigned reading levels?   
When this happens, have the student(s) 
read the next lower-level text to build 
background knowledge and reading 
confidence.  Then, have them read  
their assigned-level text again.

Apply

Model and encourage students  
to re-read the informational text  
as often as needed to “hold the answers 
in their heads” as they complete  
the On-the-Back activity.  

Then, provide informative feedback  
as you have students return to the  
text one more time after they have 
completed the activity to check  
and correct their work.

Keyword Glossary

Keywords and new vocabulary 
are always defined within the 
context of the Close Reading 
articles in which they appear. 
The Keyword Glossary lists  
and defines these words using 
simple student-friendly  
language.

NOTE: Not all keywords are used 
within every leveled article.  
Vocabulary is carefully  
introduced and integrated into 
text at the most appropriate 
reading level(s).

We read to learn how the honey bee changes from an egg  
to an adult bee.  Turn your page over and let’s see what  
you learned.  Don’t forget to turn back to the front page  
to find and check your answers!

Work in small groups to read / re-read the article and complete  
the On-the-Back Activity.

Extension

Broaden text-to-self connections.  Encourage students to share  
what they know about the life cycles of other organisms  
that go through metamorphoses, such as frogs or butterflies.

APPLY
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Keyword Glossary

cells (in a beehive)

Small spaces where bees  
keep honey or eggs  
that will grow into new bees.

larva

An insect that hatches from  
an egg.  It does not have wings.  
It looks like a worm.

metamorphosis

When a thing grows and changes 
into something different.

pupa

A young bee that stays in  
its cocoon and does not move.
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Transitional and Conventional Students (Levels 4-7)

Today you are going to re-read a passage from your graphic novel.  When you come to a blank  
line with three word choices below it, circle the word that makes the most sense to complete  
the sentence.  When you are finished, check your work by going back and reading the passage 
again using the words you have circled.

Transitional Students (Level 3)

Today you are going to listen to a passage from your graphic novel.  
There will be words missing from some of the sentences in the  
passage.  Your job is to listen to three words and choose the word 
that makes the most sense to complete each sentence.

Modified Cloze Maze Assessment
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Assessment 
Level

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions
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Emergent Students (Levels 1-2)

Today we are going to match some vocabulary  
words to pictures from your graphic novel.   
Your job is to listen to each word and choose  
the picture that shows what that word means.

Vocabulary Assessment
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Assessment 
Level

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions
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Anchor Activity
• Display or project the picture  

of the small dog on a cushion.

• On the board or chart paper,  
write two column headers:  
What I Know (Fact)  
and What I Guess (Inference):

Apply Activity
• Make a copy of the Matching Map 

Facts activity for each student.

• Display or project the Matching 
Map Facts activity.

Teacher Preparation

Literature Comprehension Lesson
Part 3: The Map 

Comprehension Strategy  |  Identify Details 

Objective  |  Analyze text to identify where information is explicitly  
stated and where inferences must be drawn.

Matching Map Facts Worksheet

Anchor Activity Images

What I Know 
(Fact)

What I Guess 
(Inference)

Teacher Preparation

All of the materials required to  
implement each lesson are clearly  
described, often with thumbnail  
examples.  You can be confident  
that you have everything you need  
to deliver a successful learning  
experience to your students.

NOTE: Don’t forget that you can use 
the Readtopia Print Center to pre-print 
lesson materials at the beginning  
of every unit to streamline the process!
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Activate Background Knowledge

1. Display the picture of a small dog on a cushion.

 Look at this picture.  Some things that we see are facts.   
Some things that we think we see are guesses.  Tell me what  
you see.  I will tell you if it’s a fact or a good guess that is based  
on the facts.  When you make a good guess that is based on facts,  
we say you are inferring or you are making an inference.

 Pause for student responses (for example, small dog (fact);  
puppy (guess or inference); dog is on a cush ion (fact);  
dog is on a couch (guess or inference); a wet spot (fact);  
dog has wet the cushion (inference).

 Write student responses under the appropriate heading  
(see example).

ANCHOR

What I Know 
(Fact)

What I Guess 
(Inference)

I see a small dog. The small dog is a puppy.

The small dog is on a cushion. The cushion is part of a couch.

There is a wet spot  
on the cushion.

The puppy wet the couch.

Anchor

Many Readtopia Anchor Lessons  
address functional life skills.   
See the Readtopia Functional Life Skills 
Framework to identify competencies 
and sub-competencies in three major 
life domains:
• Daily Living Skills
• Self-Determination  

and Interpersonal Skills
• Employment Skills

Graphic Organizers

A variety of graphic organizers  
are used in conjunction with  
a wide range of comprehension  
strategies to help students:
• organize content and ideas
• see connections and relationships 

between information (text and  
pictures), ideas, and vocabulary  
(both academic and content-specific)

• construct understandings through  
use of visual and spatial modalities2. We looked at the picture to learn 

facts and make good guesses 
about the facts.  We inferred— 
we made a good guess— 
that a puppy made the wet spot 
on a couch.  Why did we do that?  
We thought about finding a wet 
spot on a chair.  We also thought 
about pets.  Sometimes new pets 
have accidents and leave wet 
spots somewhere in the house.
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Instructional Terms

inference

a guess made by a person  
based on facts, hints,  
and experiences the person  
has had
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After Reading Task

1. Display or project  
the Matching Map 
Facts activity.

Apply

Read Part 3 of the Conventional Level 7 book aloud OR  
listen to the audio presentation located on the website lesson page.  
Stop no more than once to remind students that they are reading  
to find words and phrases that tell:

• what facts the characters know about the map

• what inferences or guesses the characters make about the map

Read

Purpose Statement

In Part 3, Legrand shows his friends the map he found  
on the parchment.  Legrand shows them how to read the map.   
The characters infer—or guess—based on what they see on the map.  
Read to find words and phrases that tell:

• what facts the characters know about the map.

• what inferences or guesses the characters make about the map.

Read for a Single Purpose

Every text can be read  
for more than one purpose.   
But reading for multiple 
purposes simultaneously dilutes 
students’ ability to learn  
effective comprehension  
strategies.  It is important  
to read each chapter for  
a single purpose as provided.   
You can be confident that lessons  
will address multiple standards 
and students will practice  
multiple reading strategies 
as they engage in Readtopia 
lessons over time.

Apply

Strategies for including students  
with limited physical and / or  
communication abilities are built into 
lesson scripts.  This helps to ensure 
that  all  of your students can participate  
in the activity. 
For example:

When you hear what the characters 
might infer from this fact, signal: 
raise your hand, look up, give me  
a thumbs up!
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2. I will read what the characters know.  Then, I will read what the  
characters infer—or guess—from what they know.  When I have  
read all of the choices, we will vote on what the characters infer.

3. As a whole group, have students vote (raise their hand, look up,  
give thumbs up) to match what the characters infer.

4. Let’s think about what the characters know.

 Point to the first fact and read it aloud: 

 A map appears on the parchment when it is held to the fire.

 Now listen as I read what the characters might infer from this fact.  
When you hear what the characters might infer from this fact,  
signal raise your hand, look up, give me a thumbs up).

 Read each inference again if necessary.  Draw a line from the fact  
to the inference the characters might make based on that fact.   
Repeat the process for the remaining facts and inferences.

Extension

Do you think that Legrand is crazy now that you know about the map?  
Why or why not?

Follow-up and Feedback

Return to the text to confirm answers and add additional information  
you find there.

Follow-up and Feedback

Use this step to teach  
students how to cite evidence.   
Ask questions like,  
“How do you know…?” and  
“Where does the text say…?”
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Purpose Statement

We are going to work independently to complete a geometry activity.  
Some of you are going to identify the word, some of you are going  
to identify shapes, and some of you are going to complete a perimeter 
equation.  Remember, perimeter is the distance around a shape  
that is closed.

Complete Independent Practice

Independent Practice

math lesson: Independent Practice
Domain  |  Geometry

Part 3: The Map

Geometry
M1 • Recognize some 

M2 • Match the same two-dimensional shape with same size and same orientation

M3
• Identify length and perimeter
• Analyze shapes to identify common attributes

M4 • Calculate perimeter 

M5
• Match 2D and 3D shapes that are the same size and orientation 
• Match 2D and 3D shapes when they are different sizes 

M6 • Use the formula for perimeter and area to solve real-world problems

Independent Practice

Independent practice sheets  
are available at six levels.

The chart below, available for each  
domain, explains what skills are  
targeted for each level instruction.

TIP: Move students up / down in levels 
based on their ease / difficulty  
completing the intendent practice.  
There is no penalty for movement!

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement provides  
a lesson objective and reinforces  
key vocabulary terms.
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Teacher Tip
For M6 students, encourage students to label the blank diagram  
before filling in the equation.  Doing so provides a visual support.   
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• Prepare to display images 
as provided.

• Print and cut apart  
caption strips.

Activate Background 
Knowledge

Display pictures from the 
Fantastic Facts and Timeline 
Close Reading lessons about 
bees in the order shown.  
Have caption strips ready  
to display below each image  
as students decide where 
each caption belongs.

We have been reading  
and learning about bees.  Let’s look at some pictures and see  
how much we remember!  I’m going to point to a picture about bees.  
Then, I will read some sentences about bees.  Listen for the sentence 
that tells about the picture.  When you hear that sentence, tell me.   
You can raise your hand, look up, or give me a thumbs up.   
Let’s get started!

Teacher Preparation

ANCHOR

Video Lesson: Bees and Pollination
Topic  |  Bees and Pollination

Objective  |  Identify details related to the  
main idea of a video presentation.

Anchor Activity

Caption Strips

Videos Support  
Reading Comprehension!

Readtopia Video Lessons help  
to build background knowledge,  
which “is one of the strongest  
indicators of how well students  
will learn new information relative  
to the content.” (Marzano, 2004)

Anchor

A whole group activity that 
guides students to identify 
background knowledge related 
to the video they are about  
to watch—in this case, reviewing 
something students have just 
learned from engaging in a 
Close Reading of informational 
text in a previous lesson.
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Watch the video from beginning to end without stopping  
to provide an engaging and cohesive viewing experience  
that best supports student engagement and comprehension.

Watch the Video

Watch

Pass Out Bees and Pollination Video Sheets

As a group, work together to match the caption to each picture.   
Display captions below each picture as shown.

Purpose Statement

We have learned a lot about bees!  But there is one more very important thing that bees do!   
What is it?  Let’s watch this video to learn the answer.

Watch

Stopping to discuss the video  
during the first viewing interferes  
with comprehension and reduces  
student engagement.
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We watched a video  
about bees and pollination.  
Let’s think about what  
we learned.  Look for details 
in the pictures to help you 
remember and tell your  
partner what you learned.

NOTE: To enhance  
comprehension, hand out 
leveled Video Response 
Sheets.  Then, have students  
watch the video again  
to support discussion  
and activity completion.

Apply

Keyword Glossary

Key vocabulary related to the  
video content are called out 
and defined using simple, 
student-centered language. 
Use these definitions when 
discussing the video to support 
and reinforce understanding  
of key terms and concepts.

Apply

Remember… students can watch videos 
over and over again for multiple 
purposes to find more information 
related to their Video Response Sheets, 
sharpen mental models, reinforce new 
vocabulary, and deepen comprehension.

Included are six screen shots from the video  
to help with your classroom discussion.

Larger versions for students are available  
at myreadtopia.com.

Extend the Learning with Video Screenshots

Additional still images from each video provide multiple  
opportunities for extended learning activities.   
For example, using this video about bees and pollination:
• Describe what bees do
• Sequence the steps of pollination through production of fruit.
• Identify two things bees do that provides us with food  

(make honey, pollinate flowers to produce fruit)
• Use video images as resources for the Real Life Experience 

activity at the end of the unit.
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Keyword Glossary

honey bee

the kind of bee that makes honey

native bee

the kind of bee that doesn’t  
make honey

nectar

a food that bees get from flowers

pollen

a yellow dust that is made by flowers

pollenation

When a bee moves pollen from one 
flower to another, it is called pollination.  
Most flowers need pollination to make 
fruit and seeds.

https://myreadtopia.com
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Writing Lesson
Part 3: The Map

Argument Writing

Objective  |  Write one or more reasons to support  
a claim about a topic or text

Anchor

Activate Background  
Knowledge

1. On the board, write an opinion 
statement such as:
•  Kids should not drink coffee 

until they are 18.
•  Parents should pay their  

children for doing homework.
•  Snakes make great pets.
•  All students should learn to play a musical instrument.

2. Draw a two-column chart on the board, with the headings  
Agree and Disagree.

3. Ask students to divide into two groups: one group that agrees  
with the statement and another that disagrees.  Give students  
a few minutes to work in their groups to think of at least two reasons 
why they agree or disagree with the statement.  Provide guidance 
and support to the groups as they brainstorm their reasons.

4. Ask each group to share their opinions and reasons for agreeing  
and/or disagreeing.  Record their thoughts on the chart.

Purpose Statement

Students write to express a personal opinion and support that opinion 
with several reasons.

First, we are going to write down an opinion about something  
that happened in the story.  Then, we will write down two reasons  
why we feel that way.

Readtopia writing activities  
guide students to write  
for the purpose of enhancing  
their reading comprehension  
of the anchor literature.

Anchor

As in other Readtopia lessons,  
complete the Anchor activity  
as a whole group to access and build 
background knowledge related  
to the writing process and text type 
(Argument or Descriptive writing).
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Instructional Terms

quote

When you quote a person,  
you say or write down exactly 
what that person has said.

A quote from a book  
is one or more sentences  
from that book.
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Apply

Argument Writing Task

Distribute the What Do YOU Think? 
worksheet(s) for Part 3.

Let’s say that you are one of the people  
in a book or a movie.  What would  
you do?  You might say, “I would  
do something different.”  If you would 
do something different, then you have  
an opinion about the person in the  
story.  In your opinion, you don’t exactly 
agree with the person in the story.   
Or you might say, “I would do exactly 
what that person did!”  In your opinion, 
you would agree with the person  
in the story.

Conventional (Levels 5-7): Independent Writing

Have student(s) look at the worksheet.

Read the quotes from the text.  Choose one quote to write about.   
Circle one of the bold words and give your opinion about what  
you would do if you were the character in the story.  Then, support  
your opinion with at least two reasons why you feel that way.

Have student(s) complete the writing activity with guidance and  
support such as a word prediction program (Co:Writer), or other  
computer technology to support writing and word selection/spelling.

Encourage students to respond to both quotes in writing  
as appropriate to their individual abilities and/or personal interest.

Apply

Differentiated writing activities 
are provided for small group 
or individual writing according 
to students’ assigned reading 
levels.

TIP: When students are first 
being introduced to Readtopia 
writing activities, it is often 
helpful to complete writing 
lessons as a whole group.   
This gives you the opportunity 
to think aloud, model and guide 
students through the writing 
process.  This helps to ensure 
success as students gradually 
gain confidence and increase 
their participation in writing 
activities.
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Emergent (Levels 1-2) and Transitional (Levels 3-4): Shared Writing

1. Display the worksheet (using an interactive whiteboard or document projector)  
or have students follow along on their individual worksheets as you read the quote  
and response sentence starter aloud.

2. Let’s say that you are Jupiter.  Jupiter is angry because Legrand was gone all night.   
I will read about something Jupiter said to Legrand.

Legrand had been gone all night.  When Legrand finally came home,  
Jupiter was angry.  He shouted at Legrand, “Why did you go off  
by yourself?  Why didn’t you tell me?  Why didn’t you take me with you?”

3. Read the quote again.  Have students decide whether they would or would not take  
the action indicated in the sentence starter (state an opinion).  If needed, vote to decide  
which answer you will use for the activity.  Circle the answer.

4. Now, let’s talk about why we think we would / would not be angry with Legrand.   
I will write our ideas on the worksheet.

 Write student responses.

5. Finally, read students’ opinions with supporting reasons aloud.

6. Repeat the exercise using the next quote:

“Jupiter thinks that I’m crazy,” Legrand said to his friend.   
“Do you think that I’m crazy?”

 7. OPTIONAL: Encourage students to use the shared writing to support independent writing  
on their individual worksheets.

Follow-up and Feedback

Share independent writing products with others: a peer, teaching assistant, teacher,  
or the entire class.

OPTIONAL: Repeat the writing activity, this time having students take the opposite position  
from the one they took initially.  This encourages students to look at two sides of an argument!
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Provide listening and speaking guidelines  
to ensure a positive experience.

Encourage non-verbal students to participate in shared writing  
by providing communication cards that allow them to share their opinions  
(“would” and “would not”, “I think that’s right!” and “I don’t agree.”, etc.).
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Purpose Statement

In this video, we will look at a clock and tell the time.  Some clocks  
have two hands that point at the numbers.  One hand is short  
and one hand is long.  Watch the video to see which hand tells  
us about the hour.

Discussion Questions

Let’s talk about the video.

1. What was the video about?

2. What was your favorite part about the video?

3. Some clocks have a long hand and a short hand.   
One hand tells about the minutes.   
Which hand tells about the hour?   
The long hand or the short hand? 

Challenge Questions 

(Use these if you think your students need additional questions  
to increase the length of the lesson and overall complexity.)

4. How many minutes are there between each of the numbers  
on the clock?

5. If the long hand is on the 3, what is the time in minutes?

Anchor

Watch

MATH Video Lesson: TIME       
Domain  |  Time  

Part 3: The Map

IMPORTANT!

Several lessons include this information  
box regarding a supplemental video.  
Use these videos to provide background 
knowledge to students who may not have  
the foundational skills necessary  
to be successful in a particular domain.

Challenge Questions

If your students are answering  
the Discussion Questions quickly  
and easily, use the Challenge 
Questions to increase rigor  
and extend the learning.
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Important!
If you have students who do not know  

how to use a clock, show the Using a Clock  
supplemental video prior to the start of this lesson.
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We have some new vocabulary words 
we are going to need to know for  
our time lesson.  The new words  
we are going to learn are before, 
during, and after.

Hold up picture of before.

Before is in front of or at an earlier 
time.  For example, your parent  
might say, “I want you in bed before  
9 o’clock.”

Hold up the picture of during.

During is the time when something is happening.   
For example, we study about numbers during math time.

Hold up the picture of after.

After is behind or at a later time.   
For example, I usually eat my dinner after 6 o’clock.

Now, we are going to play a vocabulary game.  Our vocabulary game 
includes our new math words.  It also includes some words from  
our last math lesson.  First, I will give you some pictures.  Then I will  
say a word.  I want you to find the right picture for each word.  Ready?

Hold up the word during.

The first word is during.  Find during. 

Hold up the word side.

The next word is side.  Find side. 

Hold up the word before.

The next word is before.  Find before.

Hold up the word perimeter.

The next word is perimeter.  Find perimeter. 

Hold up the word after.

The last word is after.  Find after. 

Vocabulary Instruction

SUMMARY QUIZ Summary Quiz

Possible ways to adapt the 
word / picture cards from the 
Summary Quiz for students 
with low vision include:
• putting the copies on  

a smart board or projector
• enlarge paper copies  

and posting them on the board
• give students individual copies 

of the vocabulary card

Vocabulary Instruction

During the vocabulary instruction, 
students are tasked with matching  
word cards to picture cards.   
The symbols on the picture cards  
are representations of the words  
and provide students with a visual  
to support their understanding  
of the word.
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Great job!  You learned about three important words today.  You learned about the words  
before, during, and after.  Remember, before is in front of or at an earlier time.   
During is the time when something is happening.  And, after is behind or at a later time.

Challenge Activity

(Use these if you think your students need additional questions to increase  
the length of the lesson and overall complexity.)

Read a definition and have the students find the correct picture card.   
Example: Show me the picture that means a number of people or things  
that are close together.  The students would then select the picture for group.
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Activate Background Knowledge

We watched a video about bees.   
We learned that bees pollinate plants.  
This is called pollination.  How does 
pollination happen?  Let’s see how 
much we remember!

Work as a group to describe what 
each picture represents about the pollination process.   
As student communication skills allow:

• Write student responses below each picture.

 OR
• Write descriptions on separate sheets of 8-½” x 11” paper  

as shown below.

When descriptions are complete, point to each picture  
and read each description aloud.

ANCHOR

Close Reading Lesson
Article with a Sidebar  |  Bees and Pollination

Objective  |  Analyze a text to determine what it says explicitly  
as well as what inferences should be drawn.

On the board or chart paper, write the word Pollination.  Below this heading,  
display pictures from the Bees and Pollination video (as shown).

Teacher Preparation

Anchor

Anchor activities access and apply 
background knowledge from one  
of two sources:
• students’ personal experiences
• information and concepts addressed 

earlier in the thematic unit

These activities provide a successful 
and motivating experience as students 
get to identify and share how much  
they already know!

A bee drinks nectar.   
Pollen sticks to  
the bee.

The bee  
carries pollen  
to another flower.

Plants use pollen  
to make fruit  
and seeds.
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Instructional Terms

article

a short piece of writing  
like we find in a magazine

sidebar

text and pictures that help  
us understand the article
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Use the Successful Strategies adult tip sheets  
to support instruction.

As a whole group, use the Transitional Level 3-4  
or Conventional Level 5 Article with a Sidebar.

READ

Pass Out Close Reading Passage

Purpose Statement

We learned that bees carry pollen from one flower to another.   
This is called pollination.  But why is pollination important?

Pause for student responses: if there is no pollination,  
there will be no fruit and no seeds inside the fruit.

Let’s read to learn more about what pollination  
is and why it is important!

Read for a Single Purpose

Every text can be read for more  
than one purpose.  But reading for  
multiple purposes simultaneously  
dilutes students’ ability to learn  
effective comprehension strategies.   
It is important to read each  
Close Reading article for a single 
purpose as provided.  You can be  
confident that lessons will address 
multiple standards and text types,  
and students will practice multiple 
reading strategies as they engage  
in Readtopia lessons over time.

TIP: Send the next-higher-level article 
home for students and parents to read 
together.  This extends the learning, 
providing additional challenge  
for students while including parents 
and siblings in extended discussions 
about the content.
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Keyword Glossary

nectar

Flowers make a sweet liquid 
called nectar.  Bees drink nectar 
to make honey.

pollen

Flowers make a yellow dust 
called pollen.

pollination

Pollination happens when bees 
carry pollen from one flower  
to another.  Flowers need this 
pollen to make fruit.
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We read to learn about bees and pollination.  Turn your page over and let’s see  
what you learned.  Don’t forget that you can turn the page over to the front to find  
and check your answers!

Work in small groups to read / re-read the article and complete the On-the-Back Activity  
at students’ individual reading levels.

APPLY
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Apply Activity:  
Print and cut apart  
sentence strips  
for the Apply Activity.

Teacher Preparation

Literature Comprehension Lesson
Part 4: The Treasure Hunt 

Comprehension Strategy  |  Retell a Story 

Objective  |  Recount events related to the theme  
or central idea, including details  
about the character and setting.

Apply Sentence Strips

Comprehension Strategies

Comprehension strategies are repeated 
over a variety of lessons across  
all Readtopia Thematic Units.   
Provide additional modeling  
and practice of these strategies  
by applying them in other content area 
instruction throughout the school day.

Anchor

Make connections between 
students’ life experiences  
and comprehension strategies!  
Anchor activities model the use 
of strategies that are useful 
in everyday life experiences 
and prepare students to apply 
those same strategies to make 
meaning when reading  
and / or listening to text.

Activate Background Knowledge

1. Select an event or experience that your class participated in  
together (e.g. a field trip, a special class project, an assembly, etc.).

2. Ask students to think about the event and work together  
to retell the story.

 What happened first?

 Record student responses on the board or chart paper.   
Continue to prompt students as needed to retell the event:  
What happened next?, How did the story end?

3. You used what you already know to put the events  
in the correct order to retell the story.  Good readers  
put the events in the correct order to retell a story.

Purpose Statement

In Part 4, Legrand and his friends go on a treasure hunt.   
Read so that you can retell the story.  What happens first?   
What happens after that?

ANCHOR
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After Reading Task

1. Display the sentence 
strips in random order  
and read aloud.
• Legrand and his friends  
  row a boat to a small  
  beach.

• Jupiter climbs a tall tree.

• Jupiter uses a string  
  to lower the gold bug to the ground.

• Legrand and his friends dig a hole where the gold bug  
   hit the ground.

• The three men find Captain Kidd’s treasure chest.

2. I am going to read the sentences again.  You signal  
(raise your hand, look up, or give me a thumbs up)  
when I read the one you think comes first.   
NOTE: If the group does not agree, work with each option  
to decide what would come next.  Focus on the concept  
of first–next as you work.

3. Continue reading the remaining sentence strips (as above)  
and working as a group to identify the correct sequence of events.

Apply

Apply Sentence Strips

Read Part 4 of the Conventional Level 7 book aloud OR  
listen to the audio presentation located on the website  
lesson page.  Stop no more than once to remind students  
that they are reading to tell what happens when Legrand  
and his friends go on a treasure hunt.

Read
Read

Read each chapter for a single purpose.  
Remember… Anchor, Read, Apply  
is about teaching students how   
to comprehend what they read and hear.  
Stopping to ask multiple WH questions 
only assesses students’ ability  
to listen for facts, and has the effect  
of impeding comprehension.

Demonstrate Progress !

Many students exhibit reading skills 
progress more slowly over time.   
So how can you demonstrate progress 
in addition  to reading comprehension? 
Under the Resources tab at the top  
of the Readtopia website, check out 
these important assessment tools!

• Emergent Literacy Measures 
determines learner’s profile; 
monitors gains in reading, writing, 
and communication; and provides 
interventions.

• Lesson Participation Rubric  
monitors gains in student  
engagement and interactions.

• Student Attitude Survey  
tracks students’ attitudes  
about themselves as readers…  
an important indicator  
of student success.

• Reading Fluency Assessment 
provides a strong indicator of your 
students’ reading comprehension 
and helps to inform instruction.
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Add pictures from the text to support  
the Emergent and Transitional students.
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Extension

In Chapter 2, Jupiter claims that Legrand is going crazy.   
How does Legrand prove that Jupiter is wrong?

Pause for students responses.

Yes!  The men find Captain Kidd’s treasure chest.

Follow-up and Feedback

Return to the text to confirm answers and add additional  
information you find there.

Look for Evidence the Students 
are Engaged and Applying  
New Learnings

Observation is a powerful  
assessment tool!   
As you interact with your  
students during Readtopia 
lessons, watch for evidence 
that your students are engaged, 
motivated and beginning  
to generalize their learning.

• Are students excited to read 
the next chapter to find out 
what happens next?

• Do you hear students  
responding spontaneously  
to story content?  
(gasping, laughing, exclaiming 
in response to story action)

• Have you noticed students 
beginning to engage more 
fully in classroom discussions 
to offer opinions or venture  
to answer a question?

• Is new vocabulary creeping 
into your classroom  
discussions, both during  
Readtopia instruction  
and across your curriculum?
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Activate Background Knowledge

1. Write down three events from the daily schedule  
in order of occurrence.  

a. Morning Meeting

b. Language Arts

c. Math

2. Write down the words before, during, and after on the board.

3. Read through the schedule using the words before, during,  
and after.  Use the word during to describe the second event  
listed (during language arts we read and write).

4. Next ask students what comes before and after.

5. Remind the students that: 

a. Before: in front of or at an earlier time.

b. During: is the time when something is happening. 

c. After: behind or at a later time.

Purpose Statement

Let’s work together to organize the men’s journey to find the treasure. 

Students work together to organize the journey using before,  
during, and after.  Students will also match specific times to events  
on the schedule.

ANCHOR

math lesson: Hands-On Application
Domain  |  Time              

Part 4: The Treasure Hunt

Anchor

Anchor activities model the connections 
between students’ real life experiences 
and math concepts.  Students are given 
the opportunity to make those  
connections during a short activity 
and apply that knowledge to a math 
concept.  Additionally, math vocabulary 
is introduced during this portion  
of the lesson.

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement  
prepares the students  
for what to expect during  
the lesson.
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Journey Activity

During this portion of the lesson, students are divided into four groups 
based on ability. Differentiated instruction is delivered in small groups. 

We are going to help find the treasure!  But first we must organize  
the journey.  We are going to put the parts of the journey in the right 
order.  Then we will match each part  to the time it was completed.  

Group 1 (M1)

Give students two activities:  
 (1) following the map; and,  
 (2) digging for treasure.

The first occurs right after the men row to the island.  The second 
occurs later in the story.  Have students identify which activity  
comes “before” a subsequent activity.

Here are two activities from the journey to find the treasure.   
Show me which activity they must do before they dig for  
the treasure.  That’s right!  They must look at the map.   
Now, show me which activity they must do before they find  
the treasure.  That’s right!  They must dig.  You did a good job  
of showing me “before.”

Group 2 (M2-M3)

Have students match story events to specific times.   
Give students two activities:  
 (1) following the map; and,  
 (2) digging for treasure.

Give students two corresponding times.  Have students organize 
activities using “before” and “after.”

Here are two activities from the journey to find treasure.   
Show me which activity happens first or “before.”  Show me which 
activity happens “after.”  Now, we are going to match the activity  
with the time that the men do it.  The men had to follow the map  
so they could find the treasure.  They started reading the map  
at 8:30.  Find the card with 8:30 and match it to the picture  
of the men reading the map.  They started digging for treasure  
at 10:00.  Find the card with 10:00 and match it to the picture  
of the men digging for treasure.

Apply
Apply

Some of the math lessons use content 
from the Readtopia Thematic Unit  
to demonstrate mathematical  
principles.  Doing so reinforces  
the story, gives context for the  
mathematical concept, and makes  
the activity fun!

Groups 1-4

Make sure to use paraprofessionals  
to facilitate group activities.   
They are a great resource for guiding 
students through the small group 
lessons.

Leveling Students

Don’t be afraid to place students  
in different levels (M1-M6) 
during different lessons  
or domains.  We expect that 
students may be an M2  
in geometry and an M3 in time.  
That’s ok!  If the content seems 
too easy, move your student up.  
Too difficult?  Move them back.
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Group 3 (M4)

Have students write the times of the story events when the teacher states the time.   
Give students three story events (rowing the boat, following the map, digging for treasure),  
and three blank note cards to write times.

Today we are going to be writing down different times.  Remember, when we write the time,  
we write the hour, then two dots, then the minutes.  Watch me write 10:15 (demonstrate).   

Let’s get started.  Here are some events from the men’s journey to find the treasure.   
We are going to write the times that they happen.      

1. Our first event is rowing the boat.  The men had to row the boat to an island before they  
could follow the map.  They started to row at 8:30.  Write 8:30 on one of your note cards.  
(Pause)  Now, match it to row the boat.

2. Next, the men followed the map.  They started to follow the map at 10:00.   
Write 10:00 on a different note card.   
(Pause)  Now, match 10:00 to following the map.     

3. After they followed the map, they had to dig for the treasure.   
They started digging at 12:30.  Write 12:30 on your last note card.   
(Pause)  Now, match 12:30 to digging for treasure.

Group 4 (M5-M6)

Have students write the times of story events when the teacher states the time.   
Give students three story events (rowing the boat, following the map, digging for treasure),  
and three blank note cards to write times.  Have students add time to the story events  
to come up with a new time. 

Today we are going to be writing down different times.  Remember, when we write the time,  
we write the hour, then two dots, then the minutes.  Watch me write 10:15 (demonstrate).

Now, I am going to add 30 minutes.  I am going to write the new time on a different card.   
10:15 plus 30 minutes is 10:45.  I am going to write 10:45 (demonstrate).  Let’s get started.   
Here are some events from our story.  We are going to write the time that the event starts,  
and the time it is finished.      

1. Our first event is rowing the boat.  The men had to row the boat to the island before they 
could follow the map.  They started rowing the boat at 8:30.  Write 8:30 on one of your cards.  
(Pause)  Rowing the boat lasted 1 hour.  Add 1 hour to 8:30 and write down the new time.  
(Pause)  8:30 plus 1 hour is 9:30.  Did you get 9:30?

2. Next, the men followed the map.  They started following the map at 10:00.   
Write 10:00 on a different note card.   
(Pause)  They followed the map for 30 minutes.  Add 30 minutes to 10:00  
and write your new time down.   
(Pause)  10:00 plus 30 minutes is 10:30.  Did you get 10:30?
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Review the three events.  Go over what happened “before,” “during,”  
and “after.”  Tell the class the specific times each activity occurred.

We worked together to organize the journey for finding the treasure.  
Don’t forget that “before” means ‘in front of’ or ‘at an earlier time’.  
“During” means the time when something is happening.   
And, “after” means ‘behind’ or ‘at a later time’.

Follow-Up Follow-Up

When sharing student findings, 
offer students the opportunity 
to share.  This builds a sense  
of community and gives students  
the opportunity to feel pride  
in their learning process.

3. After they followed the map they had to dig for the treasure.   
They started digging at 10:30.  Write 10:30 on your last note card.   
(Pause)  It took them 1 hour to dig.  Add 1 hour to 10:30  
and write your new time down.   
(Pause)  10:30 plus 1 hour is 11:30.  Did you get 11:30?
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Writing Lesson
Part 4: The Treasure Hunt

Descriptive Writing

Objective  |  Introduce a topic and write to convey ideas  
and information about it

Anchor

Activate Background Knowledge

 1. As a group, have students view and discuss a photograph 
or illustration that shows one or more people doing  
something (e.g. playing, cooking, eating, etc.).

2. When we look at this picture, what do we see?

• Who is in the picture? 

• Where is she? 

• What is she doing? 

• How is she feeling?

3. On a board, interactive whiteboard, or chart paper,  
display four boxes with the headings  
Who, Where, What, and How.  As students offer  
information about the picture, write that information  
in the appropriate box.

Purpose Statement

Students write to describe an illustration.

Now, we are going to write to describe what is happening in a picture from our book,  
The Gold Bug.  In books and magazines, these kinds of pictures are also called illustrations.
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Apply

Descriptive Writing Task

 1 .  Distribute the What’s Happening? worksheet for Part 4 according to students’  
ability levels.

2. On the board, interactive whiteboard, or chart paper, display the graphic organizer  
from the worksheet (four boxes with the headings Who, Where, What, and How). 

3 .  Pictures in books help us understand what the characters are doing and feeling.   
This picture is from the chapter we just read.  Think about the story and look at the picture.   
Then, let’s talk about what is happening in this picture.  I’ll write down some of your words  
on the graphic organizer. 

4. As a group, look at and talk about the illustration.  Encourage students to identify words  
and phrases that describe the illustration.  Record students’ words and phrases as they  
share them.  Have students write the words/phrases on their individual graphic organizers  
according to individual abilities.  Encourage students to add their own words and phrases  
to their graphic organizers as described for each ability level below.

Conventional (Levels 6-7): Independent Writing

Have students use the words they wrote in the graphic organizer  
to help them write a short (3-4 sentence) paragraph.
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Early Conventional (Level 5):  
Supported Paragraph Writing

Have students fill in the graphic organizer with words from the class 
discussion.  Then, ask students to add their own words and phrases.   
Have students use the words from the graphic organizer to help 
them finish writing the paragraphs on their worksheets.

Have students complete the activity with guidance and support as needed:

• Work with an adult or knowledgeable peer

• Work with a word prediction program (Co:Writer), or other computer technology  
to support writing and word selection/spelling.
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Remind students that, if they don’t know how to spell  
a word, they should do their best to sound it out.   

The ideas they are trying to write down  
are much more important than correct spelling!

When using Co:Writer to assist students in word selection,  
activate the Topic Dictionary Gold Bug STF (included within Co:Writer)  

to provide faster access to book-specific vocabulary and character names.
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Transitional (Levels 3-4):  
Word, Phrase, and Sentence Writing 

Have students use words or communication devices to add  
at least one word or phrase into each box of the graphic organizer.   
Do not tell them how to spell words.  Rather, encourage them  
to “sound it out.”  Then, have students use the words from their 
graphic organizers to write one or more simple sentences.   
Use the simple structure provided on the Transitional worksheet 
and/or allow students to compose sentence(s) on their own.

 Who… Did What?

 Provide a simple structure to guide students in writing  
 a simple sentence.  Modify sentence complexity according  
 to student abilities.

 Legrand    found treasure! 
 WHO?     DID WHAT?

 Skeletons    were on the treasure chest. 
 WHO?     DID WHAT?

Emergent (Levels 1-2): Shared Writing

Have students use words or communication devices  
to contribute ideas.

• For students who do not have enough language, partners can 
model words on a communication device.  Or give them several 
words to choose from to put in each box. 

• Students can also use an actual pencil or an alternative pencil  
to write letters for each box, even if they are only scribbling.

• Partners can give feedback for possible meaning  
(e.g., Student writes A-B-C-D under the illustration.   
Partner says, “Hey, you wrote a B.  There is a boy in this picture, 
and ‘boy’ starts with B.  Excellent!”)

Follow-up and Feedback

Share writing with others: a peer, teaching assistant, teacher, or the entire class.
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Provide listening and speaking guidelines  
to ensure a positive experience.
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Activate Background Knowledge

In our book, Legrand and his friends 
worked together to find treasure.   
Let’s review what Legrand and  
his friends did to work as a team.   
I will read something a character  
or characters did to find treasure.   
Signal (raise your hand, look up,  
or give a thumbs up) when I say the name of the character  
or characters that did each thing.  Remember, two or more  
characters could have worked together as a team to make  
something happen.

Read each action.  Then read the name of each character.

ANCHOR

Close Reading Lesson
Article with a Sidebar  |  Working Together

Objective  |  Identify a detail that elaborates upon individuals,  
events, or ideas introduced in a text.

Anchor Activity: On the board or chart paper,  
draw a blank table with headings as shown.

Teacher Preparation

Characters Legrand Jupiter Narrator

Look at the map. X X X

Climb the tree. X

Use a shovel to dig for treasure. X X X

Purpose Statement

Today we will learn about working together.  The FC Barcelona  
soccer players became the best team in the world.  Let’s read  
to find out how these players work together to be a winning team!

Graphic Organizers

A variety of graphic organizers  
are used in conjunction with a wide 
range of comprehension strategies  
to help students:
• organize content and ideas
• see connections and relationships  

between information (text and 
pictures) and target concepts being 
addressed in the lesson

• construct understandings through  
use of visual and spatial modalities

Anchor

Some Anchor activities review 
content from the anchor  
literature to help students 
make connections between  
the story they are reading  
and the informational text  
they will be working with. 

To make additional connections 
to students’ life experiences, 
occasionally extend such  
activities using a situational 
example from your classroom  
to reinforce the target 
concept—in this case, working 
together to achieve a goal.
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Instructional Terms

article

a short piece of writing  
like we find in a magazine

sidebar

text and pictures that help  
us understand the article
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We learned about working together.  Turn your page over  
and let’s see what you learned.  Don’t forget that you can turn  
the page over to the front and check your answers!

Work in small groups to read / re-read the article and complete  
the On-the-Back Activity at students’ individual reading levels.

Use the Successful Strategies  
adult tip sheets to support instruction.

As a whole group, use the Transitional  
Level 3-4 or Conventional Level 5  
Article with a Sidebar.

APPLY

READ

Pass Out Close Reading Passage

Read

Looking for more effective ways  
to include all of your students in  
Close Reading lessons?  Go to the  
Resources tab at the top of the  
Readtopia website and select  
Adult Tip Sheets on the left side  
of the screen.  There, you will find 
information on how to support students 
at a variety of reading levels during 
Close Reading and On-the-Back  
Activities.

Demonstrate Progress!

Identify and track progress  
in the areas of emergent 
literacy skills, student attitude, 
lesson participation and reading 
fluency.  Find assessment tools 
in Teacher Tools under the 
Resources tab at the top of the 
Readtopia website.
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Keyword Glossary

teammates

People who work together  
on a team.

teamwork

People working together  
to make something happen.
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math lesson: Independent Practice
Domain  |  Time

Part 4: The Treasure Hunt

Independent Practice

Purpose Statement

We are going to work independently to complete a time activity.   
Some of you are going to identify our vocabulary words— 
before, during, and after.  Some of you are going to identify times  
on a clock and some of you are going to fill in the time on the clock.  
Knowing time helps us keep up with our daily schedule.   

Independent Practice

You can provide your students  
homework by sending home one level 
higher of the independent practice.  
This will give the students a chance  
to work on a higher-level thinking skill 
with some support from an adult.

Teacher Tip

Teacher Tips give tidbits of information 
about completing and adapting  
independent practice lessons  
for a variety of learners.

Purpose Statement

The purpose statement reminds 
students why the math concept 
is important and how it applies 
to their daily life.

Complete Independent Practice

Time
M1 • Recognizing differences in time    

M2 • Before, during, and after

M3 •  Telling time to the hour and half hour

M4 •  Telling time to the minute

M5 •  Use addition to determine the total amount of time (in minutes) required 

M6 •  Use subtraction to determine the total amount of time (in minutes) elapsed    

67

Teacher Tip
For M3 and M4 students, encourage them to look at both the short hand, 

for the hour, and the long hand for the minute.  Remind them that they 
must use the both hands on the clock to tell the time.    
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Transitional and Conventional Students (Levels 4-7)

Today you are going to re-read a passage from your graphic novel.  When you come to a blank  
line with three word choices below it, circle the word that makes the most sense to complete  
the sentence.  When you are finished, check your work by going back and reading the passage 
again using the words you have circled.

Transitional Students (Level 3)

Today you are going to listen to a passage from your graphic novel.  
There will be words missing from some of the sentences in the  
passage.  Your job is to listen to three words and choose the word 
that makes the most sense to complete each sentence.

Modified Cloze Maze Assessment

68

Assessment 
Level

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions
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Emergent Students (Levels 1-2)

Today we are going to match some vocabulary  
words to pictures from your graphic novel.   
Your job is to listen to each word and choose  
the picture that shows what that word means.

Vocabulary Assessment
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Assessment 
Level

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions
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We have finished reading the book The Gold Bug.   
Now we are going to answer some questions to see how much you remember.   
Let’s look at the questions.

End-of-Book Assessment

Pass Out End-of-Book Assessment

70

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions

All Conventional /  
Some Transitional Students



Lesson 27

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Working Together  |  The Gold Bug

Working Together  |  The Gold Bug

We have finished our unit of study.  Now we are going to answer some questions  
to see how much you remember.

Close Reading Assessment

Pass Out Close Reading Assessment

71

Assessment 
Level

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions
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We have finished our unit of study.  Now we are going to answer some questions  
to see how much you remember.

Math Unit Assessment

Pass Out Unit Assessment

72

Assessment Level

Correct Answers /
Total # of Questions
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Introduce students to the satisfaction and joy of taking action to protect bees through  
public education programs.  Like adult Wildlife Conservation workers, students will research,  
design, and deliver a public service announcement to:

• Make people in their school, homes and community aware of the importance of bees.   
Bees provide pollination, the process required to grow much of our food.

• Suggest actions that people can take every day to help provide a safe, healthy environment  
in which bees can survive and thrive.

What You Need

• Photographs, illustrations and videos showing actions that people can take to help protect bees.  
Use keywords “bee conservation” to search the internet for these resources, or get books  
and magazines from your school and public library.  Some internet resources are suggested  
below.  These and other internet resources are suggested as part of each lesson.   
(NOTE: Internet links can change without notice.)

  • Whole Foods Protect the Pollinators 
    This website includes videos and information on all pollinators, including bees.   
    The website also offers several great posters to print and post “as is” or cut and paste  
    to use graphics in your own class-created posters. 
    https://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/pollinators

  • Get the Buzz on Bees and Pollination 
    A video from Canada that explains why bees are important for pollinating plants  
    that produce food.  It lists the factors that are endangering bees.   
    (NOTE: The video includes a fund-raising request.) 
    https://www.earthrangers.com/wildwire/take-action/get-the-buzz-on-bees- 
    and-pollination/

  • North American Pollinator Protection Program 
    A brochure about the importance of bees and ways to protect them. 
    https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/NAPPC_BumbleBee_ 
    brochure_PDF.pdf

  • The Honey Bee Conservancy 
    10 Ways to Help Bees Thrive 
    https://thehoneybeeconservancy.org/how-to-save-the-bees/

Real Life Experience Activity
Wildlife Conservation Worker: Taking Action to Save the Bees
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Real Life Experience activities motivate and engage your students in culmination projects 
that combine reading, analyzing and responding to text through collaborative authentic 

tasks similar to those performed by adults across a variety of real world occupations. 

https://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/pollinators
https://www.earthrangers.com/wildwire/take-action/get-the-buzz-on-bees-and-pollination/
https://www.earthrangers.com/wildwire/take-action/get-the-buzz-on-bees-and-pollination/
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/NAPPC_BumbleBee_brochure_PDF.pdf
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/NAPPC_BumbleBee_brochure_PDF.pdf
https://thehoneybeeconservancy.org/how-to-save-the-bees/
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Lesson 29
Teacher Preparation

• Prepare to show the Bees and Pollination video from Lesson 15
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers
• On the board, draw a bubble chart as shown.

• Decide whether you will have your students make posters or a single bulletin board.
• Locate and prepare to display Internet resources that you wish to use during the lesson.   

(NOTE: additional resources are listed within the lesson plan.)

Hook student interest.

During our unit about Working Together and The Gold Bug, we learned that bees do something 
very important.  They help flowers make fruit, vegetables, nuts and seeds.  We watched a video  
and read articles about bees and pollination.  Let’s watch the video again.  How many facts  
can you find that tell why bees are so important?

Re-play the video, Bees and Pollination.

  • Pollinator Partnership 
    Brochures showing pollinator-friendly plants by geographic region 
    https://pollinator.org/guides

  • Gardening and Landscaping Practices for Nesting Native Bees 
    Utah State University 
    https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1723&context=extension_curall

• Chart paper and pens

• Art Supplies (for creating posters or bulletin boards)

• Computer and SmartBoard or projection system for displaying digital photos,  
videos, and other web-based information
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https://pollinator.org/guides
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1723&context=extension_curall


What  
bees do

Drink nectar 
from flowers

Plants  
need pollen  
to make fruit 

and seeds

Carry pollen 
from flower  

to flower

Without 
bees and 

pollination, 
farmers can’t 
grow enough 

food.

Pollen  
sticks to  

bees’ hair

Why  
pollination  

is important

No 
pollination  

=  
no fruit  

or seeds

Pollination

Lessons 29-31Real Life Experience Activity

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc Working Together  |  The Gold Bug

Let’s make a list of what we know about bees and pollination.

Record student responses as you discuss the video.  Possible student answers are shown below.

Wow!  Bees are really important because they help plants make fruit, vegetables,  
nuts, and seeds.  Let’s look at what kinds of foods can only grow with the help of bees.

Some lists of pollinated food include:
• https://www.pollinator.org/list-of-pollinated-food
• https://www.bees.techno-science.ca/english/bees/pollination/food-depends-on-bees.php
• https://nohoneymoproblems.wordpress.com/why-should-we-care/
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For students who have limited communication abilities,  
write possible responses on 8-½ x 11 paper and work  

as a group to place facts in the appropriate categories.

Do an image search on the Internet using the key words 
“what foods require bee pollination” for graphics that will help 
students make personal connections to the foods they love.

https://www.pollinator.org/list-of-pollinated-food
https://www.bees.techno-science.ca/english/bees/pollination/food-depends-on-bees.php
https://nohoneymoproblems.wordpress.com/why-should-we-care/
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Lesson 30
Teacher Preparation

• Display the Bubble chart that you prepared in Lesson 29.
• Prepare to display selected websites related to bee pollination and protection.   

Use suggested resources listed in this lesson or locate and share your own!   
(Remember that internet links can change without notice.)

Introduce the activity.

I am so excited to get started with our Save the Bees project!  We are now Wildlife Conservation 
workers.  That’s a long name, so let’s practice saying it out loud so we can tell our friends  
and family about what we are doing!

As a group, practice saying these words separately: wildlife, conservation, worker.   
You may wish to display the words as you practice them.

Let me hear you say wildlife.

Repeat for the words conservation and worker.

Let me hear you say, ‘I am a Wildlife — Conservation — worker.’

Let me hear you say, ‘I help save and protect bees!’

Bees are sure important for growing some of my very favorite foods!  But did you know  
that some bees are disappearing?  They are leaving their homes and not coming back.   
So there are not enough bees in some places to pollinate all of the flowers.  This is a big problem!  
So how can we help?

Introduce the activity.

Wildlife Conservation workers are people who help all kinds of animals, including insects  
like bees.  They teach people that bees and other pollinators like butterflies and hummingbirds  
are important.  They use pictures, videos, and posters when they teach.  They give speeches  
at schools and libraries to teach people about why bees are important.  They tell people  
how we can all help to save and protect bees.

We are going to become Wildlife Conservation workers for the next few days!   
Our job as Wildlife Conservation workers will be to teach people:

• Why bees are so important.
• What people can do to help save the bees.

During our next lesson, we will begin to work together to make <posters / a bulletin board>  
to teach people how to save and protect bees!
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Do you remember what Wildlife Conservation workers do?

Pause for student responses, which might include: 
• Help all kinds of animals, including insects like bees.
• Teach people why bees are important
• Teach people what they can do to help save / protect the bees

There are lots of different ways that Wildlife Conservation workers teach people  
about bees and how to save them.  We are going to make posters (or a bulletin board)  
to teach people about bees. 

Let’s make a list of the things we will need to complete our <chosen project>.

Brainstorm and list the materials you will need to complete your posters / bulletin board.   
Your list might include:

• Large paper or tagboard
• Pencils, pens, markers, paints, etc.
• Scissors
• Tape
• Printed pictures and / or information (words) related to saving and protecting bees

Great!  We have a list of the materials we will need to make our posters/bulletin board.   
The next step is to work together to find facts and pictures that tell people:

• Why bees are important
• What people can do to help protect and save the bees 

 
NOTE: Depending on the scope of your project, this lesson may require  
more than one class period to complete. 

Work as a group (or in two small groups) to gather key information (words and pictures)  
that you want to tell people through your presentation.  Suggested resources might include:

• WHY bees are important

  • Bees and Pollination video (Lesson 15).

  • Bubble chart you created in Lesson 29.

  • Whole Foods Protect the Pollinators 
    https://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/pollinators

  • Get the Buzz on Bees and Pollination video 
    https://www.earthrangers.com/wildwire/take-action/get-the-buzz-on-bees- 
    and-pollination/

  • North American Pollinator Protection Program brochure 
    https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/NAPPC_BumbleBee_ 
    brochure_PDF.pdf
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• WHAT people can do to help save the bees

  • North American Pollinator Protection Program 
    Brief brochure on why bees are important and how to protect them. 
    https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/NAPPC_BumbleBee_ 
    brochure_PDF.pdf

  • The Honey Bee Conservancy 
    10 Ways to Help Bees Thrive 
    https://thehoneybeeconservancy.org/how-to-save-the-bees/

  • Pollinator Partnership 
    Brochures showing pollinator-friendly plants by geographic region 
    https://pollinator.org/guides

  • 6 Ways to Help Save the Bees 
    https://thethriftycouple.com/6-ways-to-help-save-the-bees/

Lesson 31
 
Teacher Preparation

• Gather materials needed to complete the posters / bulletin board.

We have done a good job finding the words and pictures that we want to use for our  
Save the Bees <posters / bulletin board>.  Now, it’s time to put everything together to finish  
our project!

Work as a whole group or in several small groups to add text and pictures  
to your class presentation, providing support to students as needed.

Don’t forget to celebrate!  After students present their project to their peers,  
school staff, family, etc., finish with an enthusiastic group cheer:

“We are Wildlife Conservation Workers.   
We help to save and protect bees!”
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