
a j
r

b k
s

c l
t

d m
u

e n
v

f
o w

g h
p x

i
q y z

Many of our students’ earliest exposures to the alphabet included alphabet lines and songs 
that present letters in alphabetical order.  Instructional Cycle 1: Alphabetical Order  
lessons begin with this familiar order of instruction, tapping into prior knowledge  
and building on those early experiences to expand students’ alphabet knowledge.

Instructional Cycle 1
Alphabetical Order

If students don’t use 

speech to communicate... 

SAY–

If students don’t use speech to communicate... SAY–

If students have physical disabilities  

that prevent them from pointing to  

the letters in print, use partner-assisted  

scanning or other ways to vary the  

presentation so that the student  

is not restricted to identifying the letter 

from an array of individual letters.

Let’s practice naming  

this letter.  You say it  

to yourself, while I say  

it aloud.

Let’s practice saying  the sound this letter  represents.  You say the letter sound to yourself, while I say it aloud.

L e t t e r  N a m e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n
L e t t e r  S o u n d  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n

R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  L e t t e r  i n  T e x t

If students write  with alternate pencils,  ask the students  to write the letter using their alternate pencils.   See the Successful Strategies: Support Student Writing with Alternative Pencils Tip Sheet.

P r o d u c i n g  t h e  L e t t e r  F o r m
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1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  A. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  a. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  a  represents the sound 
/a/ like in the words apple and add.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/a/, /a/, /a/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   A.

Show and / or write the lowercase   a.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Provide each student with word cards that say same and different. 

NOTE: These word cards will be used during every lesson in Cycle 1.

• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /a/ sound like in the words 
apple and add, as well as one word that does not begin with the /a/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | alphabet, alligator, ambulance, animal, ant, apple, astronaut, ax

Action Words | act, answer, ask

Describing Words | adventure / adventurous, active

Student Name(s) | Adam, Anne, Angie, Antoine

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Lesson 1  |  Aa
Cy

cl
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Today, we are learning about the letter  A.
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Lesson 1  |  Aa

Sound Search!

Sound Search!
A Sample Activity

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  a  represents!

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/a/ like in the words apple and add.

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  a  represents!

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/a/ like in the words apple and add.

Look at this juicy, red…

Yes!  This is an apple.  Let’s check to see 
whether the word apple begins with  
the /a/ sound like in the word add.   
/a/… apple. 

Is the sound the same or different? 

 
 
We come to school in the morning.   
We go home in the…

Yes!  We go home in the afternoon.   
Let’s check to see whether the word  
afternoon begins with the /a/ sound  
like in the word add.  /a/… afternoon.

Is the sound the same or different?

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /a/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /a/ sound  
like in the words apple and add.

Point to an apple or picture of an apple.

 
 
Pause to allow students to say the word apple.

Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word  
as needed. 
 

Have students hold up or point to word cards  
same or different.

Point to the daily classroom schedule.

Pause to allow students to say the word afternoon.

 
Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word  
as needed.

 
 
Have students hold up or point to word cards  
same or different.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 1  |  Aa

I am really thirsty!  What should I do  
with this water?

Yes!  I should drink this water.  Let’s check 
to see whether the word drink begins  
with the /a/ sound like in the word apple.  
/a/… drink.

Is the sound the same or different?

 
 
 
 

I want to send a letter to <student name>. 
On this envelope, I wrote <student’s 
name> name and…

Yes!  I wrote <student’s name>’s address  
on the envelope.  Let’s check to see 
whether the word address begins  
with the /a/ sound like in the word apple.  
/a/… address.

Is the sound the same or different?

Hold up a glass or bottle of water.

Pause to allow students to say the word drink it!

 
Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word  
as needed.

 
 
Have students hold up or point to word cards  
same or different.

Show students an envelope on which  
the name and address of a student has been printed.

Pause to allow students to say the word address.

 
 
Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word  
as needed.

 
 
 
Have students hold up or point to word cards  
same or different.

Cy
cl

e 
1

A
lp

ha
be
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3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  a. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  A.

 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  a.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter  A  
and the lowercase letter  a.

Write the uppercase letter  A.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

Write the lowercase letter  a.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

Lesson 1  |  Aa

•  Slant left.  Lift.
•  Slant right.  Lift.
•  Straight line across.

•  Circle left.  Lift.
•  Straight line down.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 2  |  Bb

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  B. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  b. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  b  represents the sound 
/b/ like in the words bat and best.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/b/, /b/, /b/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   B.

Show and / or write the lowercase   b.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /b/ sound like in the words 

bat and best, as well as one word that does not begin with the /b/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | baby, backpack, band, beach, book, breakfast, bug

Action Words | bake, behave, bite, blow, bring, build

Describing Words | beautiful, backwards, behind, big, boring, brave

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Cy
cl

e 
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be
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Today, we are learning about the letter  B.
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Lesson 2  |  Bb

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  b  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/b/ like in the words bat and best.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /b/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /b/ sound  
like in the words bat and best.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  b. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  B.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  b.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  B  
and the lowercase letter  b.

Write the uppercase letter  B.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  b.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

•  Straight line down.  Lift.
•  Curve right and around.

•  Straight line down.  Lift.
•  Circle right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 3  |  Cc

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  C. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  c. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  c  represents the sound 
/k/ like in the words cat and cut.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/k/, /k/, /k/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   C.

Show and / or write the lowercase   c.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /k/ sound like in the words 

cat and cut, as well as one word that does not begin with the /k/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | cafeteria, calendar, cartoon, classroom, coat, computer, cupcake

Action Words | call, carry, catch, clean, climb, cook, cough, crash, cry

Describing Words | careful, comfortable, cold, cool, crazy, creepy, crispy, cute

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Cy
cl
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Today, we are learning about the letter  C.
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Lesson 3  |  Cc

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  c  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/k/ like in the words cat and cut.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /k/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /k/ sound  
like in the words cat and cut.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  c. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  C.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  c.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  C  
and the lowercase letter  c.

Write the uppercase letter  C.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  c.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Circle left and stop.

• Circle left and stop.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 4  |  Dd

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  D. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  d. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  d  represents the sound 
/d/ like in the words dog and dig.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/d/, /d/, /d/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   D.

Show and / or write the lowercase   d.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /d/ sound like in the words 

dog and dig, as well as one word that does not begin with the /d/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | dentist, desk, dessert, dinosaur, dirt, doctor, dollar, door, drum

Action Words | dance, decorate, dig, disappear, discover, drag, drink, drive

Describing Words | dangerous, dark, deep, dirty, down, dry, dusty

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Cy
cl

e 
1

A
lp

ha
be

tic
al

 O
rd

er

Today, we are learning about the letter  D.
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Lesson 4  |  Dd

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  d  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/d/ like in the words dog and dig.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /d/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /d/ sound  
like in the words dog and dig.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  d. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  D.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  d.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  D  
and the lowercase letter  d.

Write the uppercase letter  D.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  d.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Curve right and around.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Circle left.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 5  |  Ee

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  E. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  e. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  e  represents the sound 
/e/ like in the words egg and empty.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/e/, /e/, /e/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   E.

Show and / or write the lowercase   e.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /e/ sound like in the words 

egg and empty, as well as one word that does not begin with the /e/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | echo, edge, elbow, elevator, elf, end, enemy, envelope, exit

Action Words | enjoy, enter, escape, exit, explode

Describing Words | end, exciting, expensive

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  E.
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Lesson 5  |  Ee

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  e  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/e/ like in the words egg and empty.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /e/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /e/ sound  
like in the words egg and empty.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  e. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  E.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  e.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  E  
and the lowercase letter  e.

Write the uppercase letter  E.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  e.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line right.  Lift.
• Straight line right.  Lift.
• Straight line right.

• Straight line right.
• Circle left and stop.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 6  |  Ff

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  F. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  f. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  f  represents the sound  
/f/ like in the words fish and fast.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/f/, /f/, /f/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   F.

Show and / or write the lowercase   f.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /f/ sound like in the words  

fish and fast, as well as one word that does not begin with the /f/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | face, feet, finger, fire alarm, fish, flag, flower, food, friend, fruit, furniture

Action Words | fall, faint, feed, fight, fill, find, fix, flip, fly, fold, follow

Describing Words | famous, fast, first, flat, fluffy, freezing, full, funny, furry, fuzzy

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  F.
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Lesson 6  |  Ff

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  f  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/f/ like in the words fish and fast.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /f/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /f/ sound  
like in the words fish and fast.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  f. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  F.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  f.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  F  
and the lowercase letter  f.

Write the uppercase letter  F.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  f.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line right.  Lift.
• Straight line right.

• Curve to the left, straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 7  |  Gg

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  G. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  g. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  g  represents the sound 
/g/ like in the words goat and giggle.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/g/, /g/, /g/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   G.

Show and / or write the lowercase   g.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /g/ sound like in the words 

goat and giggle, as well as one word that does not begin with the /g/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | game, garbage, garden, ghost, girl, glasses, globe, glue, goldfish, gorilla

Action Words | gallop, gather, get, giggle, gobble, grab, graduate, grin, groan, growl

Describing Words | glad, glittery, gloomy, good, goofy, greasy, green, gross

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  G.
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Lesson 7  |  Gg

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  g  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/g/ like in the words goat and giggle.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /g/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /g/ sound  
like in the words goat and giggle.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  g. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  G.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  g.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  G  
and the lowercase letter  g.

Write the uppercase letter  G.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  g.

Describe how to write  
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Circle left and stop.
• Straight line left.

• Circle left.  Lift.
• Straight line down, curve left, and stop.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 8  |  Hh

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  H. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  h. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  h  represents the sound 
/h/ like in the words hammer and hit.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/h/, /h/, /h/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   H.

Show and / or write the lowercase   h.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /h/ sound like in the words 

hammer and hit, as well as one word that does not begin with the /h/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | hair, hallway, hamburger, hand, hanger, hat, head, helicopter, homework

Action Words | hang, hear, hiccup, hide, hike, hit, hop, hug, hum

Describing Words | hairy, happy, hard, haunted, healthy, heavy, hot, huge, hungry

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  H.
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Lesson 8  |  Hh

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  h  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/h/ like in the words hammer and hit.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /h/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /h/ sound  
like in the words hammer and hit.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  h. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  H.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  h.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  H  
and the lowercase letter  h.

Write the uppercase letter  H.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  h.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line right.

• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right, and down.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 9  |  Ii

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  I. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  i. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  i  represents the sound /i/ 
like in the words insect and itch.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/i/, /i/, /i/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   I.

Show and / or write the lowercase   i.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /i/ sound like in the words 

insect and itch, as well as one word that does not begin with the /i/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | insect, instrument, invitation, invention

Action Words | imagine, introduce, invent, invite, itch

Describing Words | important, in, inside, inside out, interesting, invisible, itchy

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  I.
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Lesson 9  |  Ii

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  i  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/i/ like in the words insect and itch.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /i/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /i/ sound  
like in the words insect and itch.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  i. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  I.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  i.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  I  
and the lowercase letter  i.

Write the uppercase letter  I.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  i.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line right.  Lift.
• Straight line right.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Dot above the line.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 10  |  Jj

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  J. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  j. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  j  represents the sound  
/j/ like in the words jet and jump.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/j/, /j/, /j/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   J.

Show and / or write the lowercase   j.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /j/ sound like in the words  

jet and jump, as well as one word that does not begin with the /j/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | jacket, jail, janitor, jar, jaw, jeans, jeep, jelly, jet, jewelry, joke, juice, jungle

Action Words | jerk, jiggle, jingle, jog, jump

Describing Words | jiggly, jittery, jolly, joyful, juicy, jumpy

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  J.
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Lesson 10  |  Jj

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  j  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/j/ like in the words jet and jump.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /j/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /j/ sound  
like in the words jet and jump.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  j. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  J.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  j.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  J  
and the lowercase letter  j.

Write the uppercase letter  J.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  j.

Describe how to write  
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down, curve left, and stop. 
Lift.

• Straight line right.

• Straight line down, curve left, and stop. 
Lift.

• Dot above the line.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 11  |  Kk

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  K. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  k. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  k  represents the sound 
/k/ like in the words kite and kick.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/k/, /k/, /k/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   K.

Show and / or write the lowercase   k.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /k/ sound like in the words 

kite and kick, as well as one word that does not begin with the /k/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | karate, kayak, ketchup, key, kid, kindergarten, king, kitchen, kite, kitten

Action Words | kick, kiss

Describing Words | kind

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  K.
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Lesson 11  |  Kk

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  k  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/k/ like in the words kite and kick.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /k/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /k/ sound  
like in the words kite and kick.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  k. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  K.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  k.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  K  
and the lowercase letter  k.

Write the uppercase letter  K.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  k.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Slant left.
• Slant right.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Slant left.
• Slant right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 12  |  Ll

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  L. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  l. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  l  represents the sound  
/l/ like in the words lemon and lick.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/l/, /l/, /l/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   L.

Show and / or write the lowercase   l.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /l/ sound like in the words 

lemon and lick, as well as one word that does not begin with the /l/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | ladder, lake, leaf, leg, lemon, letter, library, lip, lizard, locker, lunch

Action Words | laugh, lean, learn, leave, lick, lift, listen, look, love

Describing Words | large, lazy, left, less, light, little, long, loud, lucky

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  L.
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Lesson 12  |  Ll

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  l  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/l/ like in the words lemon and lick.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /l/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /l/ sound  
like in the words lemon and lick.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  l. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  L.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  l.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  L  
and the lowercase letter  l.

Write the uppercase letter  L.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  l.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.
• Straight line right.

• Straight line down.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 13  |  Mm

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  M. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  m. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  m  represents the sound 
/m/ like in the words man and march.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/m/, /m/, /m/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   M.

Show and / or write the lowercase   m.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /m/ sound like in the words 

man and march, as well as one word that does not begin with the /m/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | mail, make-up, mall, map, mask, math, me, money, monster, mouth

Action Words |  make, magnify, march, match, measure, meet, mix, move

Describing Words | mad, make-believe, mean, messy, muddy

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  M.
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Lesson 13  |  Mm

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  m  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/m/ like in the words man and march.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /m/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /m/ sound  
like in the words man and march.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  m. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  M.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  m.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  M  
and the lowercase letter  m.

Write the uppercase letter  M.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  m.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

•  Straight line down.  Lift.
•  Slant down right.
•  Slant up right.
•  Straight line down.

• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right, and down.
• Curve up, right, and down.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 14  |  Nn

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  N. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  n. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  n  represents the sound 
/n/ like in the words nose and nod.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/n/, /n/, /n/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   N.

Show and / or write the lowercase   n.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /n/ sound like in the words 

nose and nod, as well as one word that does not begin with the /n/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | name, neck, necklace, neighbor, newspaper, nickel, night, noise, nose

Action Words | nag, nap, nibble, nod

Describing Words | naked, nasty, naughty, neat, nervous, new, next, nice, noisy

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  N.
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Lesson 14  |  Nn

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  n  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/n/ like in the words nose and nod.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /n/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /n/ sound  
like in the words nose and nod.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  n. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  N.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  n.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  N  
and the lowercase letter  n.

Write the uppercase letter  N.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  n.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Slant right.
• Straight line up.

• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right, and down.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 15  |  Oo

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  O. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  o. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  o  represents the sound 
/o/ like in the words olive and on.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/o/, /o/, /o/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   O.

Show and / or write the lowercase   o.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /o/ sound like in the words 

olive and on, as well as one word that does not begin with the /o/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | octopus, office, officer, olive, operation, ostrich, ox

Action Words | operate

Describing Words | odd, on

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  O.
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Lesson 15  |  Oo

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  o  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/o/ like in the words olive and on.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /o/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /o/ sound  
like in the words olive and on.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  o. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  O.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  o.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  O  
and the lowercase letter  o.

Write the uppercase letter  O.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  o.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

•  Circle left.

•  Circle left.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 16  |  Pp

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  P. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  p. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  p  represents the sound 
/p/ like in the words pig and pat.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/p/, /p/, /p/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   P.

Show and / or write the lowercase   p.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /p/ sound like in the words 

pig and pat, as well as one word that does not begin with the /p/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | package, page, pajamas, pan, paper, parachute, parade, parrot

Action Words | pack, peek, pinch, play, point, poke, point, pop, pour, pretend, pull

Describing Words | painful, picky, pink, poor, pretty, proud, puffy, purple

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  P.
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Lesson 16  |  Pp

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  p  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/p/ like in the words pig and pat.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /p/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /p/ sound  
like in the words pig and pat.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  p. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  P.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  p.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  P  
and the lowercase letter  p.

Write the uppercase letter  P.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  p.

Describe how to write  
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

•  Straight line down.  Lift.
•  Curve right and around.

•  Straight line down.  Lift.
•  Circle right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 17  |  Qq

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  Q. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  q. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  q  represents the sound  
/kw/ like in the words queen and quiet.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/kw/, /kw/, /kw/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   Q.

Show and / or write the lowercase   q.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /kw/ sound like in the words 

queen and quiet, as well as one word that does not begin with the /kw/ sound.  Be sure to include  
a variety of word types as follows.

Nouns | quarter, quarterback, queen, quilt, quiz

Action Words | quit, quack, question

Describing Words | quick, quiet, quit

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  Q.
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Lesson 17  |  Qq

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  q  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/kw/ like in the words queen and quiet.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /kw/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /kw/ sound  
like in the words queen and quiet.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  q. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  Q.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  q.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  Q  
and the lowercase letter  q.

Write the uppercase letter  Q.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  q.

Describe how to write  
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Circle left.  Lift.
• Slant right.

• Circle left. Lift.
• Straight line down, curve right, and stop.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 18  |  Rr

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  R. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  r. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  r  represents the sound /r/ 
like in the words rabbit and run.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/r/, /r/, /r/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   R.

Show and / or write the lowercase   r.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /r/ sound like in the words 

rabbit and run, as well as one word that does not begin with the /r/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | rabbit, race car, rainbow, rat, refrigerator, robot, rock, rocket, rug, ruler

Action Words | read, relax, remember, rest, ride, ring, rip, rob, roll, rub, run

Describing Words | rainy, real, red, right, rough, round, rubbery

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  R.
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Lesson 18  |  Rr

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  r  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/r/ like in the words rabbit and run.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /r/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /r/ sound  
like in the words rabbit and run.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  r. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  R.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  r.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  R  
and the lowercase letter  r.

Write the uppercase letter  R.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  r.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Right curve around.  Lift.
• Slant down right.

• Straight line down.
• Straight line up and curve right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 19  |  Ss

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  S. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  s. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  s  represents the sound  
/s/ like in the words sun and sing.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/s/, /s/, /s/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   S.

Show and / or write the lowercase   s.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /s/ sound like in the words  

sun and sing, as well as one word that does not begin with the /s/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | school, scissors, skateboard, skeleton, spaceship, stomach, storm, sun

Action Words | scream, sing, skip, slam, slap, sleep, smile, spin, splash, squeak, squeeze, squish,  
stand, stop, stretch

Describing Words | sad, same, scary, sleepy, slimy, slippery, small, soft, sour, spooky, sticky, sunny,  
surprised, sweet

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  S.
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Lesson 19  |  Ss

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  s  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/s/ like in the words sun and sing.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /s/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /s/ sound  
like in the words sun and sing.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  s. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  S.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  s.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  S  
and the lowercase letter  s.

Write the uppercase letter  S.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  s.
Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

•  Curve left, curve right. 

•  Curve left, curve right. 

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 20  |  Tt

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  T. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  t. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  t  represents the sound /t/ 
like in the words tooth and tap.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/t/, /t/, /t/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   T.

Show and / or write the lowercase   t.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /t/ sound like in the words 

tooth and tap, as well as one word that does not begin with the /t/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | table, tape, teacher, teenager, teeth, tissue, toe, toilet, tongue, tornado, trampoline,  
treasure, tree, truck, TV

Action Words | talk, tap, taste, tease, tell, tickle, tie, touch, trot, turn, twirl, twist

Describing Words | tall, tasty, terrible, tight, tiny, tired, toasty, torn, tough

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  T.
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Lesson 20  |  Tt

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  t  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/t/ like in the words tooth and tap.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /t/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /t/ sound  
like in the words tooth and tap.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  t. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  T.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  t.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  T  
and the lowercase letter  t.

Write the uppercase letter  T.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  t.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line right.

• Straight line down.  Lift.
• Straight line right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 21  |  Uu

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  U. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  u. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  u  represents the sound 
/u/ like in the words umbrella and up.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/u/, /u/, /u/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   U.

Show and / or write the lowercase   u.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /u/ sound like in the words 

umbrella and up, as well as one word that does not begin with the /u/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | umbrella, umpire, underground, underwater, underwear, upstairs

Action Words | unlock, uncover

Describing Words | ugly, under, unhappy, up, upset

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  U.
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Lesson 21  |  Uu

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  u  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/u/ like in the words umbrella and up.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /u/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /u/ sound  
like in the words umbrella and up.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  u. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  U.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  u.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  U  
and the lowercase letter  u.

Write the uppercase letter  U.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  u.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line down.
• Curve right.
• Straight line up.

• Straight line down.
• Curve right.
• Straight line up.
• Straight line down.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 22  |  Vv

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  V. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  v. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  v  represents the sound 
/v/ like in the words van and vote.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/v/, /v/, /v/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   V.

Show and / or write the lowercase   v.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /v/ sound like in the words 

van and vote, as well as one word that does not begin with the /v/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | vacation, valentine, vampire, van, vegetable, violin, voice, volcano

Action Words | vacuum, vanish, view, visit, vote

Describing Words | valuable, very, violent, violet

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  V.
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Lesson 22  |  Vv

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  v  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/v/ like in the words van and vote.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /v/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /v/ sound  
like in the words van and vote.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  v. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  V.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  v.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  V  
and the lowercase letter  v.

Write the uppercase letter  v.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  V.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder



52
© Copyright Building Wings LLCLearning Letters™

Lesson 23  |  Ww

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  W. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  w. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  w  represents the sound 
/w/ like in the words wall and wiggle.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/w/, /w/, /w/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   W.

Show and / or write the lowercase   w.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /w/ sound like in the words 

wall and wiggle, as well as one word that does not begin with the /w/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety 
of word types as follows.

Nouns | waist, wastebasket, watermelon, weekend, whale, wheel, whiskers, wizard

Action Words | waddle, wake up, walk, wave, whisper, whistle, wiggle, work, worry

Describing Words | warm, watery, weak, weird, wet, windy, wise, wooden, worried

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.
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Today, we are learning about the letter  W.
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Lesson 23  |  Ww

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  w  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/w/ like in the words wall and wiggle.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /w/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /w/ sound  
like in the words wall and wiggle.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  w. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  W.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  w.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  W  
and the lowercase letter  w.

Write the uppercase letter  w.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  w.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder



54
© Copyright Building Wings LLCLearning Letters™

Lesson 24  |  Xx

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  X. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  x. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  x  represents the sound  
/ks/ like in the words box and mix.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/ks/, /ks/, /ks/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents. The letter  
 x  represents the sound /ks/.

Show and / or write the uppercase   X.

Show and / or write the lowercase   x.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that end with the /ks/ sound  

like at the end of the words box and mix, as well as one word that does not end with the /ks/ sound.   
Be sure to include a variety of word types as follows.

Nouns | box, fox, wax 

Action Words | fix, mix, relax

Describing Words | six

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Cy
cl

e 
1

A
lp

ha
be

tic
al

 O
rd

er

Today, we are learning about the letter  X.
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Lesson 24  |  Xx

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  x  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that end with the letter sound  
/ks/ like in the words box and mix.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not end with the /ks/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /ks/ sound  
like in the words box and mix.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  x. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  X.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  x.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  X  
and the lowercase letter  x.

Write the uppercase letter  X.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  x.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Slant down right.  Lift.
• Slant down left.

• Slant down right.  Lift.
• Slant down left.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 25  |  Yy

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  Y. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  y. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  y  represents the sound 
/y/ like in the words yard and yell.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/y/, /y/, /y/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   Y.

Show and / or write the lowercase   y.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /y/ sound like in the words 

yard and yell, as well as one word that does not begin with the /y/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | yard, yardstick, yarn, year, yesterday

Action Words | yawn, yell, yelp

Describing Words | yellow, young

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Cy
cl

e 
1

A
lp

ha
be

tic
al

 O
rd

er

Today, we are learning about the letter  Y.
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Lesson 25  |  Yy

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  y  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/y/ like in the words yard and yell.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /y/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /y/ sound  
like in the words yard and yell.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  y. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  Y.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  y.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  Y  
and the lowercase letter  y.

Write the uppercase letter  Y.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  y.

Describe how to write  
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Slant down right.  Lift.
• Slant down left.  Lift.
• Straight line down.

• Slant down right.  Lift.
• Slant down left.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder
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Lesson 26  |  Zz

1   Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

2   Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This is the capital letter  Z. 
 

This is the lowercase letter  z. 

Let’s practice naming this letter.   
What is this letter?

This letter  z  represents the sound /z/ 
like in the words zebra and zip.

Watch and listen as I make the sound: 
/z/, /z/, /z/.

Let’s practice saying the sound  
this letter represents.

Show and / or write the uppercase   Z.

Show and / or write the lowercase   z.

 
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random  
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

 
Model the position of your tongue and mouth.  Explicitly describe 
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order, 
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least 
three times.

Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /z/ sound like in the words 

zebra and zip, as well as one word that does not begin with the /z/ sound.  Be sure to include a variety  
of word types as follows.

Nouns | zebra, zero, zombie, zoo  

Action Words | zap, zip, zoom

Describing Words | zany, zippy

Student Name(s)

Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Cy
cl

e 
1

A
lp

ha
be

tic
al
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Today, we are learning about the letter  Z.
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Lesson 26  |  Zz

Sound Search!

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound  
that the letter  z  represents! 
 

Let’s find some things around our  
classroom that begin with the letter sound 
/z/ like in the words zebra and zip.

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,  
or actions around the classroom.  Include a noun,  
an action word, a describing word, and one word  
that does not begin with the /z/ sound.

Work with students to:

1. Name the object / picture / action

2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target 
word is the same or different than the /z/ sound  
like in the words zebra and zip.

3   Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter  z. Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter 
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other 
places in the environment that include print).  Each time  
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name 
and the sound it represents.

4   Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Let me show you how to write  
the capital letter  Z.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let me show you how to write  
the lowercase letter  z.

 
 
 
Let’s practice writing the capital letter  Z  
and the lowercase letter  z.

Write the uppercase letter  Z.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Write the lowercase letter  z.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter  
as you write it.

       

Have students practice writing the uppercase  
and lowercase letters as described above.

• Straight line right.
• Slant down left.
• Straight line right.

• Straight line right.
• Slant down left.
• Straight line right.

Cycle 1
A

lphabetical O
rder




