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Name letters and their common sounds

Before beginning to make words, have the students point  
to each letter, name it, and say its common sound. 

Make Words

Have the students make these words, then send one student  
to make each word using the big letters. DO NOT wait for  
everyone to make the word before sending someone up.  
If you keep the lesson fast-paced, students will pay better  
attention. When the word is made with the big letters, help  
students compare and contrast their words with the model  
and fix if needed. 

1. Take two letters to make the word is.   

Summertime is warm in most places.

2. Change one letter to make the two-letter word in.   

It is usually warm and sunny in Florida.

3. Change one letter to make the two-letter word an.   

I have an excellent idea. 

4. Add one letter to make the three-letter word ran.   

He ran after the criminal. 

5. Change one letter to make the three-letter word tan.   

His hat is tan. 

6. Change one letter to make the three-letter word tin.   

The sheriff wears a tin star. 

7. Add one letter to make the word tins.   

I will need more pie tins.

Step 1

Step 2

Lesson 15
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Making Words

8. Change one letter to make the four-letter word tans. 

The sun tans my face.

9. Keep the letters you used to spell tans.  

Move the letters around to spell ants. 

Do you see the ants?

10. Take away the letter s to spell the three-letter  

word ant.   

There is an ant on my sandwich!

Sort

Collect the letters. Then read all the words in the pocket  
chart with the students.  

1. Have the students sort the words into columns  
according to their first letter.

2. Next, sort words into columns according to how  
many letters they have.

3. Finally, find all of the words that end with the -an  
spelling pattern.  

Transfer

Say each of the following words, took and nine,  
and ask the students to decide what letter they begin with. 

Word Wall

1. Point to each word and have the students say the words.

2. Have students say each word in a sentence, clapping  
and saying each letter.
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Name letters and their common sounds

Before beginning to make words, have the students point  
to each letter, name it, and say its common sound. 

Make Words

Have the students make these words, then send one student  
to make each word using the big letters. DO NOT wait for  
everyone to make the word before sending someone up.  
If you keep the lesson fast-paced, students will pay better  
attention. When the word is made with the big letters, help  
students compare and contrast their words with the model  
and fix if needed. 

1. Take two letters to make the word an.   

An elephant is bigger than a mouse.

2. Add one letter to make the three-letter word can.   

A mouse can fit into small spaces.

3. Change one letter to make the three-letter word pan.   

Cook the eggs in a frying pan.

4. Add one letter to make the four-letter word plan.   

I didn’t plan on getting a flat tire on my  
way to work.

5. Add one letter to make the five-letter word plane.   

My dad flies a small plane.

6. Take one letter away to make the word lane.   

Connor lives at 102 Peachtree Lane.

7. Change one letter to make the four-letter word cane.  

Some kinds of syrup are made from  
the sugar cane plant. 

Step 1

Step 2

Lesson 65
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Making Words

8. Change one letter to make the four-letter word pane.   

The worker put a new pane of glass into  
the window frame.

9. Change one letter to make the four-letter word pale.   

Taylor’s face became quite pale when  
she was scared.

10. Change one letter to make the four-letter word sale.   

My favorite breakfast cereal is on sale for 
half price at the grocery store this week.

Sort

Collect the letters. Then read all the words in the pocket  
chart with the students.  

1. Have the students sort the words into columns  
according to their first letter.

2. Next, sort words into columns according to how  
many letters they have.

3. Finally, find all of the words that end with the -ane  
spelling pattern. 

Transfer

Tell the students, “Imagine you are reading and you come  
to some words you don’t know. You can use words you do  
know to figure them out.” Then show the students two words: 

tale and mane. Ask the students to find the words they  
made that would help them read these words. Encourage  
students to find the words from the lesson that would help  
them read the words before actually pronouncing the two  
words.

Word Wall

1. Give each student a BINGO board with 9 locations.

2. Call 9 words from the word wall and ask students  
to write each word in a square on the BINGO board.

3. Read the words on the boards together. 
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Name letters and their common sounds

Before beginning to make words, have the students point  
to each letter, name it, and say its common sound. 

Make Words

Have the students make these words, then send one student  
to make each word using the big letters. DO NOT wait for  
everyone to make the word before sending someone up.   
If you keep the lesson fast-paced, students will pay better  
attention. When the word is made with the big letters, help  
students compare and contrast their words with the model  
and fix if needed. 

1. Take two letters to make the word no.   

I said no and I mean no!

2. Add one letter to make the four-letter word now.   

Please get back to work now.

3. Change one letter to make the three-letter word cow.   

The farmer went to feed the cow.

4. Change one letter to make the three-letter word bow.  

Some men like to wear a bow tie.

5. Change one letter to make the three-letter word boy.  

Henry was the only boy in the class.

6. Change one letter to make the three-letter word toy.   

I can’t decide which toy I like best.

7. Change one letter to make the three-letter word ton.   

My backpack seems to weigh a ton. 

Step 1

Step 2

Lesson 154
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Making Words

8. Add one letter to make the four-letter word tone.   

Please don’t talk to me in that nasty  
tone of voice.

9. Change one letter to make the four-letter word bone.  

Throw that chicken bone in the trash.

10. Change one letter to make the four-letter word cone.  

Would you like an ice cream cone?

Sort

Collect the letters. Then read all the words in the pocket  
chart with the students.  

1. Have the students sort the words into columns  
according to their first letter.

2. Next, sort words into columns according to how  
many letters they have.

3. Finally, find all of the words that end with the -one  
spelling pattern. 

Transfer

Tell the students, “Imagine you are reading and you come  
to some words you don’t know. You can use words you do  
know to figure them out.” Then show the students two words: 

ploy and stone. Ask the students to find the words they  
made that would help them read these words. Encourage  
students to find the words from the lesson that would help  
them read the words before actually pronouncing the two  
words.

Word Wall

1. Point to each word and have the students say the words.

2. Play “I’m Thinking of a Word” by giving beginning  
letter/sound and rhyming clues to help students find  
a given word wall word. For example, “I’m thinking  
of a word that begins with s and rhymes with bat.”
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